
Course Syllabus 

Law B597-D 3L Journal Seminar 

Winter 2021 

Professor: Scott Schumacher sschum@uw.edu 

Class Meetings: Selected Mondays from 5:30 pm to 7:20 pm via Zoom (Winter 2020) 

(See schedule below for class meeting dates.)  

(See below for rules-of-the-road for Zoom class meetings) 

General Course Structure and Learning Objectives: 

This course is a single-credit seminar for the Washington International Law Journal's third-year student

editors. Because this seminar is focused on third-year law student-editors, it focuses on students 

presenting their note or comment research to their peers. Generally, third-year law students will already 

have completed or are neared completion of their articles. The seminar will build on this prior work by 

providing editors the opportunity to present their research and receive feedback that can develop their 

comments further, should they consider publishing in the future. By the end of the quarter, students 

should be better able to present their work orally, digest complex materials with which they are not 

familiar, and engage in effective scholarly discussions. 

Course Structure and Grading: 

Each student editor will lead a 15-25-minute class discussion on their note or comment topic. For every 

presentation, there will be assigned commentators-other students-who will help promote discussion 

and feedback for the presenters. These commentators will be called on first to ask questions. 

Commentator assignments and a presentation schedule will be circulated a week before our first class. 

Presenters will not be assigned as commentators during their presentation days, but questions and 

engagement from all seminar members are encouraged in all presentations. 

Note: Please email Dayton Campbell-Harris campbed@uw.edu your preferred presentation dates as 

soon as possible, but no later than December 30, 2020. Also include a one or two paragraph email that 

identifies your note or comment topic. Dayton will assign students to presentation days based on their 

preference and keeping similar topics together. 

To improve our remote class discussions, presenters must provide the class with a reading assignment 

for their presentation no later than one week before their presentation date. Presenters should keep 

reading assignments around 12 textbook pages or an equivalent amount. 












