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COURSE DESCRIPTION 

• This course serves as a brief introduction to the basic legal framework of the World
Trade Organization (WTO) and current challenges it is facing. It is a two-credit
course. No prerequisite is required, though some background in public international
law and/or economics would be an advantage. Except as otherwise advised, the class
will meet on a weekly basis on Wednesdays at 10:30 am - 12:20 pm (Pacific Standard
Time) via Zoom.

• In this short winter quarter (ten weeks), we will touch upon the following topics:
formation of the Bretton Woods system and its challenges today; traditional free
trade doctrines (based on GATT 1947); fair trade doctrines (based on Subsidies and
Countervailing Measures (SCM) Agreement), WTO Dispute Settlement
Understanding (civil procedure in the WTO), the Transpacific Partnership
Agreement (TPP), international sanctions; export control; agricultural trade; and
finally, WTO trade rules and climate change.

• Like other classes in law school, this course is largely based on doctrinal analysis of
the major cases decided by the WTO. However, in the process of thinking and
reflecting on legal rules and doctrines, it is important to be mindful of the broader
sociopolitical contexts of the trade issues. In the era of Trump and Brexit, nationally
focused trade policy is gaining popularity, and the neo-liberal globalization is
fundamentally questioned and even disrupted and undermined. Are there lessons we
should have learned from history of trade? Can we reimagine trade as a revolutionary
power for peace? We’ll start the class by reexamining Adam Smith’s The Wealth of
Nations (1776).

LEARNING OBJECTIVES 

• UW Law School has adopted standards for “Learning Outcomes” (LO) for students
graduating from the J.D. program. LO identifies the following 9 elements: 1. Legal
Reasoning; 2. Legal Research; 3. Written Communication; 4. Oral Communication; 5.
Problem Solving; 6. Ethical Conduct; 7. Diversity and Equity; 8. Effective
Collaboration; and 9. Contextualizing Law.

This Course is designed to achieve the following LOs: LO1, LO5, LO6, LO9.

• Specifically, the objective of International Trade Law is: (a) understand the basic
legal concepts and frameworks in international trade law; (b) learn to use these legal
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concepts and doctrines in analyzing issues the global society is facing today; (c) 
critically examine international trade law from historical perspective. 

 
 
REQUIREMENTS AND EXPECTATIONS 
 
• In general, each student is expected to attend and adequately prepare for each class 

and to actively participate in class discussion. Before coming to the class, each 
student is expected to have read the required reading materials. If you have 
questions, doubts, challenges, or desire further relevant facts or data beyond the 
reading materials, please do not hesitate to bring them to class.   

 
• Grouping: After the first class (self-introduction and introduction of the topics), 

students are expected to form study groups, based on the topics to be covered by this 
class. The purpose of study group is to develop a cohort of students with similar 
interests to work together as a group so as to learn from each other and encourage 
each other. Presentations (explained below) will also be conducted by the study 
group. In the second week of the class, study groups decide the topics of presentation 
and sign up on the Course Schedule. 
 

• Preparation for the Presentation: About one week before the scheduled 
presentation, the study group is expected to start preparing for the presentation, 
based on the reading materials assigned for the topic. You have no obligation to go 
beyond the reading materials. Please send me an outline or draft PowerPoint slides 
on Monday in the week of the scheduled presentation. In the evening (or afternoon) 
before the scheduled presentation, I will join you in a Zoom meeting to go through 
your outline or draft slides and answer your questions.  
 

• In-class Presentation: On the day of scheduled presentation, the study group will 
present to the class the topic they have chosen. The group should also expect 
questions from their classmates and answer them. Format of the presentation is 
flexible. For example, one typical format is for each member presents a sub-section of 
the topic; the other is that group chooses one presenter to do the presentation first, 
later joined by other members in discussion.  

 
 
COURSE MATERIALS 
 

• For the purpose of this course, no textbook is required. All reading materials will be 
posted on the Law School website called Canvas (https://canvas.uw.edu) and no 
purchase of any other materials is required. Please contact Ms. Ellen J. Monteith 
(email: montee@uw.edu, or phone: 206-685-6950) for assistance.  

 
 
OFFICE HOURS 
 

• Wednesdays 1:30 – 5:00 pm or by appointment. Due to the ongoing Covid-19 
pandemic, all meetings will be conducted remotely via Zoom. Please make an 
appointment by email at: zangd@uw.edu. 

 
 
DISABILITY-RELATED NEEDS 
 

https://canvas.uw.edu/
mailto:lea1010@uw.edu
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• The University of Washington is committed to providing access, equal opportunity 
and reasonable accommodation in its services, programs, activities, education and 
employment for individuals with disabilities. To request disability accommodation, 
contact the Disability Services Office at least ten days in advance at: (206) 543-
6450(voice), (206) 543-6452 (TTY), (206) 685-7264 (FAX), or e-mail at 
dso@u.washington.edu. If you have a letter from the Disability Services Office, please 
present the letter to me so we can discuss the accommodations you might need in the 
class. 

 
 
RELIGIOUS ACCOMMODATIONS POLICY 
 
• Washington State law requires that University of Washington develop a policy for 

accommodation of student absences or significant hardship due to reasons of faith or 
conscience, or for organized religious activities. The UW’s policy, including more 
information about how to request an accommodation, is available at Religious 
Accommodations Policy (web link). Accommodations must be requested within the 
first two weeks of this course using the Religious Accommodations Request form 
(web link). 

 
 
FINAL PAPERS OR EXAM 

 
• While in normal years, an eight-hour take-home exam is the normal choice of the 

way of measuring effectiveness of the class, the academic year 2020-2021 is not a 
typical year. Not only that the pandemic is still on-going, the situation, by November 
and December 2020, is getting much devastating. As of December 7, 2020, the 
pandemic has produced more than 15 million cases and 283,835 deaths in the United 
States, according to New York Times (web link). Our students’ safety and wellbeing is 
our top priority. Based on these concerns, I have decided to choose a final paper in 
lieu of the take-home exam.    
 

• The Final Paper: Expectations and requirements for the final paper are divided into 
two categories. Category I: if you have not been impacted by the pandemic, the final 
paper is expected to be: 8 pages in length, double-spaced, on a case or legal doctrine 
covered by the course. Category II: if you (or significant other, or family member, or 
if you are a care-giver) are impacted by the pandemic, the final paper is 5 pages in 
length, double-spaced. If you are in Category II, please send me note by email.  
 

• Deadline for the Final Paper: All final papers should be submitted by March 19, 2021 
(Friday) and posted on Canvas in the “Files” folder (look for “Final Papers”). If you in 
Category II and need an extension, please feel free to contact me for extension of the 
deadline.  
 

• The final paper will be 60% of your overall grade, the other 40% based on class 
performance.  

 
 
COURSE SCHEDULE 
(separate file) 
 

https://registrar.washington.edu/staffandfaculty/religious-accommodations-policy/
https://registrar.washington.edu/students/religious-accommodations-request/
https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2020/us/coronavirus-us-cases.html?action=click&module=Spotlight&pgtype=Homepage

