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Professor: Randi Hedin 
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Overview: 

This course is an experiential course affording the students to work hands-on with two international 

organizations, Heifer International, a development organization whose mission is to end hunger and 

poverty while caring for the Earth and the International Institute for the Unification of Private Law, an 

intergovernmental organization based in Rome, Italy, that develops uniform private law instruments. The 

research project to which you will be assigned will afford you an opportunity to delve deeply into real 

world issues with which these organizations are currently engaged. Speakers from other organizations 

will supplement and enhance the work you will be doing in this course. 

Heifer. Heifer, based in Little Rock, Arkansas, has been helping people around the world through 

livestock, training, and community development for more than seven decades. Heifer's mission is to 

work with communities to end hunger and poverty and care for the Earth. In 2014, they set a goal to 

help 4 million families move out of poverty and earn a living income by 2020. During 2015 and 2016, 

Heifer's leaders developed three scenarios describing how the world could change over the next 5-10 

years: People Power, Corporate Rules and Geopolitical Stakes, all of which describe the breathtaking 

pace of change in every sphere of life. As part of this goal, Heifer's Board of Directors approved a 

program called Accelerate to help it deliver more impact for more smallholder farmers and agricultural 

communities. To date, more than 3 million families have been moved out of poverty through this 

program. 

Research will focus on the following questions: 

1. How do global and national policies and laws support or hinder the use of emerging technologies,

such as blockchain, in addressing development issues, such as land/property rights, in Honduras,

Guatemala, Zambia and Malawi


















