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Course Description 

Regulatory Environmental Law and Policy Clinic 

AUTUMN 2020-WINTER 2021 

SYLLABUS 

Todd Wildermuth, Policy Director 

Email: toddw2@uw.edu 

Keith Cohon, Supervising Attorney 

Email: cohonk@uw.edu 

Class Times: Tu Th 9:00 a.m.-10:20 a.m. 

[adjusted for remote learning; may reduce further, replaced with conferences] 

The practice of environmental law exists largely within the regulatory state. Because environmental laws are implemented by agencies, the shaping of 

environmental policy is often heavily dependent on a lawyer's ability to navigate the regulatory process. 

This is an experiential course designed to provide students with opportunities to apply the theoretical dimensions of environmental rulemaking, and the 

implementation of environmental statutes by administrative agencies. Students may be asked to engage in a range of projects that engage the regulatory 

process. Most frequently, students may be asked to draft petitions for new, amended, or repealed rules (regulations) under existing statutory authority. The 

clinic will also occasionally prepare comments to existing rule-makings, environmental impact statements, and major permits, as well as conduct research 

and analysis of emerging issues for clients and potential clients. Students will typically engage directly with clients in the preparation of their work. 

Students will receive instruction in relevant law and interdisciplinary studies necessary to effectively draft formal petitions, comments, FOIA requests, or other 

agency-focused documents. In particular, the course integrates: 

1. doctrinal study on the regulatory process, the administrative state, and substantive environmental law; 

2. interdisciplinary research and analysis relating scientific, engineering, and economic issues to the law; and,

3. skills development, with particular emphasis on research and writing skills necessary to work effectively within an environmental regulatory process.

Pre-/Co-requisites: Administrative Law (A509) or Environmental Law (A527) or Natural Resources Law (B585). (All three are strongly recommended; only 

one of the three is required at any point prior to, or during, the clinic quarters.) 


































