
Course Syllabus 

WASHINGTON STATE CONSTITUTIONAL LAW (A 581) 

SYLLABUS - WINTER QUARTER 2021 

Winter Quarter 2021 I Monday and Wednesday 8:30 am to 10:20am I Via Zoom! 

Professor Hugh Spitzer 

Office hours: By appointment most any time. If you want to set up an online appointment via Zoom or on 

the phone, just send me an email, or a text to 206-790-1996. I'll be very available for student Zoom 

meetings and calls to talk about the course or about most anything else. 

Course Description and Learning Objectives 

This course covers the history, structure, content and role of state constitutions generally, and the 

development of Washington's Constitution in particular. It starts with a history of state constitutions and 

their interaction with (and conflicts with) the federal constitution over the past two centuries. We look at 

the issue of how state constitutions should be interpreted and applied when there are similar provisions 

in the U.S. Constitution that have been interpreted by the U.S. Supreme Court. Next, after a quick review 

of state constitutional research techniques, we zero in on several Washington constitutional law 

topics: (1) rights guarantees, (2) the legislature, the initiative and referendum; (3) gubernatorial power; (4) 

judicial power; (5) taxation and debt; (6) the right to an "amply funded" K-12 education.

The Learning Objectives for this course are: (1) a greater understanding of the shared sovereignty 

between the federal and state governments and an appreciation for the "new judicial federalism" as it has 

developed over the past 35 years; (2) improved state constitutional law research skills; (3) a recognition 

of robust character of many state constitutional rights protections, including positive rights; (4) a 

perspective on legislative, executive and judicial power and the tensions among them; (5) an 

understanding of process and structural constraints that state constitutions place on state 

governments, i.e., many more constraints than are imposed by the national constitution on the federal 

government; and (6) a substantive working knowledge of several areas of Washington State 

constitutional law. 

Course Materials 






















