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CONSTITUTIONAL LAW: 
CURRENT AND FUTURE ISSUES SEMINAR 

COURSE SYLLABUS 

Professor Lisa Manheim 
Email: manheim@uw.edu 

Autumn 2021 

Version 3 (September 30, 2021) 
This syllabus is subject to revision. 

~ 

In-person classes (subject to change)  
on Thursdays from 10:30 am - 12:20 pm  

Plus an additional class period on Friday, October 29 from 12:30-1:20 pm. 

Note: Our assigned classroom is Room 207, which has a 40-person capacity. 
Our class includes fewer than 20 people, including the instructor.  

Office Hours: in person in Room 314, 
Fridays from 12:30-1:00 (longer if students are present), 

and by appointment. 

First things first:  
For purposes of our class, the most important page this quarter will be our 

Canvas course page, here: 
Current information, including our weekly reading assignments, will be posted here. 

COURSE OVERVIEW 

1. Course Description

This seminar examines cutting-edge constitutional claims currently making their way
through the federal courts or that seem likely to be litigated in the near future.

Prerequisites: A507 (Constitutional Law I) and A592 (Constitutional Law II) or their
functional equivalent, except with permission of the instructor.

2. Learning Objectives and Outcomes

This course aims to ensure that you:
(a) Deepen your understanding of the United States Constitution, including how it divides

governmental power and enforces rights;
(b) Engage in legal analysis and reasoning needed for problem solving in the field of

constitutional law;

https://canvas.uw.edu/courses/1495050
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(c) Develop skills in presentation as well as discussion management; and
(d) Communicate effectively in writing and orally on constitutional law matters.

3. Structure of Course

This course is structured to allow each student the opportunity to dive deeply into a current
topic in constitutional law, while ensuring that all students gain understanding in a range
of other constitutional law issues. More specifically, each student will:

• Be assigned a topic based on interest;
• Identify, within their assigned topic, an important legal issue currently working its

way through the federal courts;
• Research and analyze that issue;
• Suggest a reading assignment on that issue for the rest of the class to complete;
• Manage a 45-minute in-person class discussion, consisting of a short presentation

and a longer interactive discussion, on that issue (note: each student also will be
required to meet with me ahead of time to discuss their plans for this discussion);
and

• Draft and submit a paper of approximately 2,500 words in length, excluding
footnotes, on that issue.

In addition, each student is required to complete weekly reading assignments as well as 
actively participate in all class discussions. Absences are discouraged, due to the nature of 
this course, and will be addressed on an individual basis. Excessive absences will result in 
a lower “class participation” grade, as identified below, and may preclude a student from 
receiving credit for the course. 

Students also will be assigned to teams. More specifically, each student will be paired with 
one other student (with the exception of three students who will be joined as a three-person 
team). Team members are expected to discuss the other person’s topic with their partner 
outside of class at least twice during the quarter. In addition, teams have the option (but 
not the obligation) of collaborating to jointly manage two 45-minute discussions—or three 
such discussions, in the case of the three-person team—rather than to run these discussions 
separately. Team members also have the option to drafting a longer, collaborative paper 
instead of submitting shorter papers separately.  

To allow me to assign topics and teams, I will need each student to submit preferences 
to me prior to Thursday, September 23. I understand this deadline is prior to the start of 
the quarter, and I apologize for the imposition. If any student is unable or unwilling to 
submit the survey by this time, I will create a placeholder in the quarter for that student and 
we will work out the specifics for that student once the quarter has begun. 
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In order to complete the survey (available here), you will need to figure out the following: 
 

• What are your first-, second-, and third-choice topics for our course?   
• Do you have concerns about your ability to manage a discussion on any particular 

date? 
• Do you have preferences regarding your team that I should know about? 

 
In order to answer the first set of questions, please consult the list of potential topics at this 
link: https://canvas.uw.edu/courses/1495050/pages/possible-topics-for-constitutional-law-
seminar  
 
In order to answer the second set of questions, please consult the course schedule at this 
link: https://canvas.uw.edu/courses/1495050/pages/schedule-for-con-law-seminar Please 
note that you will need to meet with me to discuss your plan two weeks prior to your 
presentations. Note further that the students on Team 1 will need to begin their work prior 
to the start of the quarter. I therefore will not require anyone to be on Team 1, but instead 
hope that two students will be interested in an early start and therefore willing to volunteer. 
 
In terms of the third question, about team preferences, please feel no obligation to answer 
it—the more flexibility here, the better! At the same time, I am very happy to take your 
preferences into account to the extent I can.   
 

5. COVID?! 
 

We are going to try to hold this class in-person (!). In part this is because it is a class that 
is highly dependent on class participation. As a result, your presence on campus during 
each class session is central to the course. This all said, and as we are all very aware, 
exigencies related to public health or other extenuating factors may require us to move to 
Zoom. In that circumstance, we already have placeholder Zoom sessions on our Canvas 
page, at this link: https://canvas.uw.edu/courses/1495050/external_tools/95443. I will 
circulate further information about Zoom if it becomes necessary to do so. 
 
Throughout the quarter, I of course plan to prioritize everyone’s health and safety. Please 
feel free to email me with any suggestions or concerns. I unfortunately cannot promise I 
can implement all suggestions or alleviate all concerns, but I will try my best. Please note 
that our last class session is scheduled for December 2. I previously indicated an earlier 
date, but that was incorrect. I apologize for the error.  

 
4. Commitment to Appropriate Classroom Environments 
 

A requirement of this course is that you engage with others in an appropriate and productive 
manner. In a law school setting, it is not appropriate or productive to communicate in a 
manner that is dismissive of facts, contemptuous of the rule of law, or grounded in bigotry. 
Instead, students should approach our discussions with respect for others in the classroom. 
To quote from UW Law’s Strategic Plan for Diversity, Equity, Inclusive, Multiculturalism, 
and Antiracism, “[r]espect is reflected by acknowledging and appreciating the character, 
dignity, and rights of others. Respect does not mean agreeing with all expressed points of 

https://canvas.uw.edu/courses/1495050/quizzes/1517455
https://canvas.uw.edu/courses/1495050/pages/possible-topics-for-constitutional-law-seminar
https://canvas.uw.edu/courses/1495050/pages/possible-topics-for-constitutional-law-seminar
https://canvas.uw.edu/courses/1495050/pages/schedule-for-con-law-seminar
https://canvas.uw.edu/courses/1495050/external_tools/95443
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view. Respect and humility are interdependent and are at the core of all actions directed 
towards antiracism, diversity, equity, and inclusivity.” On top of these expectations, 
students are, of course, required to adhere to the Law School Honor Code as well as other 
generally applicable restrictions and requirements. 

 
5. Grades and Attendance 
 

As noted above, all students enrolled in the seminar are expected to attend class on a regular 
basis and to participate in class discussion of the assigned readings. In addition, each 
student must complete work individually on their assigned topic, with an option of joining 
with their teammates to jointly manage their discussions or to jointly submit a paper. 
 
The final grade for this seminar will be determined as follows: 

 
Appropriateness of suggestions for assigned reading: 10% 
Quality of discussion management: 20% 
Quality of paper: 45% 
Quality of class participation throughout quarter: 25% 

 
Because of the size and nature of this course, it is not subject to the law school’s mandatory 
grade distribution for second and third-year classes.  
 
Relevant due dates follow: 

 
• At the beginning of the quarter, I will circulate information about your topic as 

well as the date for your managed discussion. 
 

• As indicated on the course schedule, you will be required to meet with me two 
weeks prior to your managed discussion, to discuss your plan for that managed 
discussion. You will need to have started your work well in advance of this 
meeting. Please note that two groups have a scheduling complication given that 
the “two weeks prior” falls on a holiday. I will work out a separate meeting time 
with those two groups. 

 
• Your suggestions for assigned reading also are due two weeks prior to the date 

of your managed discussion. Again, you will need to have started your work 
well in advance of this date. Please note that two groups have a scheduling 
complication given that the “two weeks prior” falls on a holiday. I will work 
out a separate deadline with those two groups. 

 
• Papers are due, via Canvas submission, no later than 11:59 pm on Wednesday, 

December 8. Papers turned in after the due date are subject to a late penalty of 
one-half a letter grade (e.g., from an A- down to a B+). For each additional 
week (or fraction thereof) that they are late, an additional late penalty of one-
half a letter grade will apply. You are, of course, welcome to turn in your papers 
sooner than the deadline. 
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6. Required Texts 
 

There is no textbook for this course. The weekly reading assignments will be posted at least 
a week prior to the class to which they are assigned on the following page: 
 

https://canvas.uw.edu/courses/1495050    
 
All assigned reading materials will be accessible through Canvas, Westlaw, LEXIS, SSRN, 
or other electronic databases. Occasionally I will email you with important details or 
additional readings; please make sure that you check your UW email regularly during the 
quarter. 
 

7. Optional Additional Materials  
 

There is a wealth of supplementary material addressing issues of constitutional law. For 
example, Oyez (https://www.oyez.org) provides an excellent online resource that contains 
details about various Supreme Court cases. SCOTUSblog (https://www.scotusblog.com/) 
is another excellent resource, particularly for more recent cases, including those that are 
pending. 
 
In addition, I strongly encourage you to read the New York Times, the Washington Post, 
the Wall Street Journal, or some other rigorously fact-checked national newspaper 
regularly throughout the quarter. If you do, you will see all sorts of connections between 
our class and current events unfolding in the real world.  
 
Finally, the UW Law Library asked me to include the following language, which I endorse 
in full: 
 

The Library is a great resource for all of your research and reference needs. 
You can contact the Library by emailing lawref@uw.edu, which will send 
your question directly to the virtual reference office and staff who can help 
you! . . . To see all of the ways the Library is here for you, check out their 
Law Students Services page, available at: 
https://guides.lib.uw.edu/law/lawstudents. 

 
 
8.  Course Website 
 

• As noted, I will maintain a Canvas site: https://canvas.uw.edu/courses/1495050  
 

• You should expect all class announcements to be made through Canvas. You should expect 
materials to be distributed through Canvas. And you should expect to turn in assignments 
on Canvas. Canvas! In addition, please use email when you need to reach me outside of 
class hours. My email address is manheim@uw.edu. 

  

https://canvas.uw.edu/courses/1495050
https://www.oyez.org/
https://www.scotusblog.com/
https://guides.lib.uw.edu/law/lawstudents
https://canvas.uw.edu/courses/1495050
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9. Recordings and Zoom Sessions 
 

We will be using Zoom, when needed, only as a second-best option. If Zoom is 
necessitated, I will circulate more information on that topic. 
 
The law school has asked us to record class sessions, which I will do. Students may use 
these recordings for purposes of our course but otherwise may not use the recordings for 
any reason.  
 

10. Access and Accommodation 
 

Disability: Your experience in this class is important to me. If you have already established 
accommodations with Disability Resources for Students (DRS), please communicate your 
approved accommodations to me at your earliest convenience so we can discuss your needs.  
 
If you have not yet established services through DRS, but have a temporary health 
condition or permanent disability that requires accommodations (conditions include but are 
not limited to: mental health, attention-related, learning, vision, hearing, physical or health 
impacts), you are welcome to contact DRS at 011 Mary Gates Hall or 206-543-8924 or 
uwdrs@uw.edu or disability.uw.edu. DRS offers resources and coordinates reasonable 
accommodations for students with disabilities or temporary health conditions. Reasonable 
accommodations are established through an interactive process between you, your 
instructors, and DRS. It is the policy and practice of the University of Washington to create 
inclusive and accessible learning environments consistent with federal and state law. 
 
Religious accommodation: Washington state law requires that UW develop a policy for 
accommodation of student absences or significant hardship due to reasons of faith or 
conscience, or for organized religious activities. The UW’s policy, including more 
information about how to request an accommodation, is available at 
https://registrar.washington.edu/staffandfaculty/syllabi-guidelines/. Accommodations 
must be requested within the first two weeks of this course using the Religious 
Accommodations Request form available at the following link:  
https://registrar.washington.edu/students/religious-accommodations-request/. 
 

  

https://registrar.washington.edu/staffandfaculty/syllabi-guidelines/
https://registrar.washington.edu/students/religious-accommodations-request/

