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COURSE DESCRIPTION 

Purpose: This iteration of the course is designed for the Masters of Jurisprudence ("MJ'') program students. The purpose of this course is to provide an 

introduction to fundamental concepts of the American legal system and to provide MJ students with a foundation for studying and learning about law. 

Content: This course focuses primarily on three aspects of the American legal system. We will examine the structure of the American legal system and 

how laws are made. We will survey key doctrinal areas of the law in order to understand fundamental legal concepts and explore how the law functions and 

evolves over time, including legal issues and decision-making related to statutory and/or common law. 

Due to the complications of the Covid epidemic, both the lecture sessions on Tuesday and Thursday and the Wednesday evening MJ discussion section are 

remote this fall. The discussion sessions are intended to provide an analytic seminar-like experience to facilitate a more complex understanding of the 

course material. 

LEARNING OBJECTIVES 

• Understand how laws are made through the judiciary, legislation, or administrative processes.

• Utilize sources of law.

• Recognize the jurisdictional effects of federalism and dual sovereignty. 

• Develop a working knowledge of key concepts from the main doctrinal areas of law. 

• Learn about the effects of precedent and judicial interpretation. 

• Analyze some of the arguments and counterarguments arising in key cases related to the main doctrinal areas we explore.

• Know the sources of law and how they are interrelated and function.

• Apply knowledge of fundamental concepts to current controversies in our society.

• Recognize the limitations of law in addressing social justice.

REQUIRED TEXTS & MATERIALS 

Rosen, Aronson, Litt, McAlinn and Stern, An Introduction to American Law, Third Edition, Carolina Academic Press (2017) _(httgs://caR:; 

gress.com/books/isbn/9781611638455/An-lntroduction-to-American-Law-Third-Edition)_; other materials as indicated in the syllabus and on the course website. 

Additional Materials: law review articles, cases, readings, and videos related to, and expanding upon the material covered in the lecture session 

component. Please see the syllabus below for the specific topics and assignments. 

GRADING 

With respect to the Lecture portion of the course, the Midterm and Final exams will be administered electronically using the Canvas course website The 

Midterm will count for 25% and the Final for 42% of your grade for B505. 

MJ students enrolled in the course will be expected to participate and engage in the dedicated MJ discussion section. MJ students will be required to read 

the assignments, participate actively in the Zoom discussions, and complete at least two longer written assignments. The writing assignments should be 

responded to in the assignments section of the course page. Please use text enter rather than file enter. You may sign up for the two assignments HERE: 

You should sign up for topics that interest you and also with an eye to your work flow for the term. Should you need to change your choice, you 

must do so at by at least the Monday before the due date. You may change your assignment choice only once, so carefully consider your 


















