
Litigation Perspectives: Bench to Trench 
University of Washington School of Law 

3 Credits – Monday, Wednesday, Friday – 8:20 – 9:20 a.m. 
Spring Quarter 2020 

 
Instructors: The Hon. John C. Coughenour, United States District Judge (Western District of 

Washington) & Mr. Sam Chapin, Esq. 
                   

 
Learning Objectives of the Course 
 Through lectures and active class participation, students will learn concrete, practical 
tools for effective written and oral advocacy. The course covers civil and criminal litigation, 
from discovery through closing argument. Students will improve their written and oral advocacy 
skills through lecture and class participation. The course will also focus on developing and 
maintaining professionalism in the practice of law. Guest lectures will be delivered on specific 
areas and topics of the law and provide historical case studies. 
 
Grades, Attendance & Expectations 
 This class is graded on a pass/fail basis. Grades will be determined by a multiple-choice 
examination at the end of the quarter. In addition, class attendance is mandatory. Students are 
expected to actively participate in class discussions and occasional exercises. Each class will 
begin with questions from students on topics related to the course and/or current events. Reading 
a daily newspaper before class is highly recommended. 
 
Reading List 
 Students are highly encouraged to read the following books and articles, which are useful 
guides for lawyering and great, quotable sources for legal writing and oral advocacy.  
   

Robert N. Sayler, Rambo Litigation: Why Hardball Tactics Don’t Work, 74-MAR 
A.B.A. J. 78 (1988) 
 
Michael S. Lief, H. Mitchell Caldwell, & Ben Bycel, Ladies and Gentlemen of the 
Jury: Greatest Closing Arguments in Modern Law, Scribner (1998) 
   
Judge Joseph F. Anderson, Jr., The Lost Art: An Advocate’s Guide to Effective 
Closing Argument, South Carolina Bar–CLE Division (2002) 
 
Thomas A. Mauet, Trial Techniques, Aspen Publishers (7th ed. 2007) 
 
Betty MacDonald, The Egg and I, Harper Paperbacks (1987) 
 
Robert Bolt, A Man for All Seasons, Vintage (1990) 
 
William Safire, ed., Lend Me Your Ears: Great Speeches in History, Updated and 
Expanded Edition, W. W. Norton & Company (2004)  
 



Larry Pozner & Roger Dodd, Cross-Examination: Science and Techniques, Lexis 
Law Pub. (2d ed. 1993)  
 
David Feige, Indefensible: One Lawyer’s Journey into the Inferno of American 
Justice, Little, Brown & Co. (2006) 
 
Irving Stone, Clarence Darrow for the Defense: a Biography, Signet (1971)  
 
Clarence Darrow and Arthur Weinberg (editor), Attorney for the Damned: 
Clarence Darrow in the Courtroom, University of Chicago Press (1989)  
 
Karl B. Tegland, Courtroom Handbook on Washington Evidence, West (Vol. 5D, 
Washington Practice Series, 2007-2008 ed.) 
 
Robert C. Josefsberg, The Topic is Civility: You Got a Problem with That?, 59-
JAN Or. St. B. Bull. 19 (1999) 
 
Paul Luvera, The Art of Storytelling, Washington State Bar News (2004) 
 
Joe Solseng & Jeff Baird, Killer Cross Examination, King County Prosecutor’s 
Office (1999) 
 
Jeff Tolman, Cross-Examination Strategies, Washington State Bar News (2001) 
 
Sam Chapin, How to Pick a State Jury By Yourself Before Lunch (2003)   
 
Jane Mayer, The Dark Side: The Inside Story of How the War on Terror Turned 
into a War on American Ideals, Doubleday (2008) 
 

 
Schedule 
*Note that the following itinerary is subject to change based on the schedules of visiting lecturers 
and the exuberance of class participation. 
 
March 30 (Mon.)  Judge Coughenour’s 10 Rules for Success in the Practice of 

Law: a lecture on the non-obvious lessons that all lawyers should 
exercise in their practice. Rules include never sign work product 
with typographical or grammatical errors, and never be late to any 
court hearing or client meeting. 

 
April 1 (Wed.)   Professionalism in the Courtroom: Discussion of Judge 

Coughenour’s “Courtroom Protocols” that are used in the Western 
District of Washington and include: never approach a witness 
without leave of court, and always have enough witnesses to take 
up a full day of trial. 

 



April 3 (Fri.)   Professionalism in the Courtroom Continued 
 
April 6 (Mon.)   Voir Dire in Federal Court: An introduction to jury selection and 

how it is conducted in federal court. 
 
April 8 (Wed.)   Voir Dire – Use of Peremptory Challenges: Discussion of how 

peremptory challenges should and should not be used. Discussion 
of Batson challenges and role play exercise to practice using 
peremptory challenges. 

 
April 10 (Fri.)   Voir Dire – Unconventional Techniques: Lecture regarding the 

use of jury consultants, mock trials, and phantom jurors to help 
select a jury. Mock voir dire exercise with class. 

           
April 13 (Mon.)   The Eight Opportunities of Every Case: A lecture discussing 

how each new case presents a lawyer with at least eight 
opportunities to improve. 

 
April 15 (Wed.)  Depositions – Purpose and Uses: Lecture regarding the goals for 

taking and defending depositions. 
 
April 17 (Fri.)   Depositions – Methods and Techniques: Lecture discussing the  
    techniques used to conduct a successful deposition.  
  
April 20 (Mon.)  Tips From the Bench: Guest lecturer U.S. District Judge James L. 

Robart discusses litigation and practice tips from his 20-year career 
as a federal judge. 

 
April 22 (Wed.)  Criminal Sentencing – Judge Coughenour gives a lecture on 

criminal sentencing in federal court, drawing on examples from his 
decades of experience. 

 
April 24 (Fri.)   The Green River Killer – U.S. District Court Judge Richard A. 

Jones provides a guest lecturer regarding his role in presiding over 
and sentencing Gary Ridgeway – the Green River Killer. Judge 
Jones shares lessons learned and tips for handling high profile 
cases. 

 
April 27 (Mon.)  Clerking for a Federal Judge – Judge Coughenour’s law clerks 

provide a lecture on the role of federal law clerks, best practices 
for written advocacy, and tips for obtaining a clerkship. 

 
     
 



April 29 (Wed.)  How to Pick a Jury Before Lunch – Sam Chapin provides a 
systematic outline and template for selecting a jury in state court 
based on his experience as a country prosecutor. 

 
May 1 (Fri.)   How to Pick a Jury Continued. 
 
May 4 (Mon.)   Opening Statement: Sam Chapin discusses the elements of a 

successful opening statement, such as the use of story-telling, 
themes, and the use of visual aids. Lecture includes a template for 
creating an opening statement in criminal cases. 

 
May 6 (Wed.)    Opening Statement Continued. 
 
May 8 (Fri.)   Anatomy of a Murder: Washington v. Burns & Refay – Sam 

Chapin gives a lecture discussing a high profile murder case. 
Video clips from the trial are used to discuss best practices for 
cross examination and closing argument.  

 
May 11 (Mon)   Anatomy of a Murder: Washington v. Burns & Refay 

Continued. 
 
May 13 (Wed.)  Closing Argument: Sam Chapin discusses practice tips and 

pointers for delivering a persuasive closing argument. 
 
May 15 (Fri.)   Lessons From a Plaintiff’s Lawyer: Noted plaintiff’s attorney, 

Mike Wampold, gives a lecture about trial advocacy and his latest 
case results. 

 
May 18 (Mon.)  Cross Examination – Judge Coughenour discusses the best 

practices for conducting a successful cross examination. 
 
May 20 (Wed.)  Life in a Big Law Firm – Attorney Colin George gives a guest 

lecture on the work and work-life balance of an associate at a big 
law firm. 

 
May 22 (Fri.)   Closing Argument – Judge Coughenour discusses techniques for 

delivering a successful closing argument. 
 
  



Contacting Your Instructors 
 
 If you need to reach Judge Coughenour Monday through Friday, you may call chambers 
at (206) 370-8800. Students are also encouraged to attend proceedings in Judge Coughenour’s 
courtroom on the 16th floor of the federal courthouse, 700 Stewart St., in downtown Seattle. He 
presides over sentencings most Tuesdays starting at 9:00 a.m., which are a great opportunity to 
observe oral advocacy on behalf of criminal defendants and the government. Check with the 
judge’s law clerks for upcoming trials and hearings.   
 
 Mr. Chapin may be reached at (206) 948-9153 or samchapin5@gmail.com. 
 
 General course questions can be directed to Judge Coughenour’s law clerk, Theo 
Lesczynski, at (206) 370-8807 or Theo_Lesczynski@wawd.uscourts.gov. 
 
About Your Instructors 
 
 Judge Coughenour 
       

Judge Coughenour was raised in the Midwest and earned his law degree from the 
University of Iowa in 1966, where he served on the Board of Editors of the Iowa Law Review 
and was elected to Order of the Coif. He was a longtime litigation partner at the Seattle firm of 
Bogle & Gates, briefly joined the law faculty at the University of Washington, and was 
appointed by President Ronald Reagan to the Western District of Washington in 1981.  

Judge Coughenour served as Chief Judge of the District from 1997 to 2004. During his 
time on the bench, he has presided over numerous high-profile trials and delivered several 
controversial decisions. His notable cases include a bank fraud trial involving the Montana 
Freemen, an anti-government group that had a three-month standoff with the FBI in 1996; the 
trial of Michael Forwell, a British national sentenced to 15 years in 1996 for attempting to 
smuggle 72 tons of marijuana into Washington; and the trial of Ahmed Ressam, the so-called 
“Millennium Bomber,” who was convicted of attempting to blow up Los Angeles International 
Airport on January 1, 2000. In 2006, Judge Coughenour assumed senior status, and he continues 
to maintain a full case load.   

Judge Coughenour has served as Chair of the Ninth Circuit working groups on Jury 
Instructions and Gender Bias, and he is past President of the Ninth Circuit District Judges’ 
Association. Judge Coughenour has conducted judicial training in Russia, Ukraine, Georgia, 
Belarus, the former Yugoslavia, Armenia, India, the Commonwealth of the Northern Marianas, 
Republic of the Marshal Islands, Guam and Saipan. Currently, Judge Coughenour serves as 
Chair of the Western District of Washington’s Committee on Implicit Bias in Juries, which 
developed a video shown to prospective jurors on avoiding implicit bias in jury verdicts.   

A recent profile of Judge Coughenour is available here: 
http://www.theatlantic.com/politics/archive/2016/02/one-judge-makes-the-case-for-
judgment/463380/  
 
  

http://www.theatlantic.com/politics/archive/2016/02/one-judge-makes-the-case-for-judgment/463380/
http://www.theatlantic.com/politics/archive/2016/02/one-judge-makes-the-case-for-judgment/463380/


Sam Chapin 
 
 Sam Chapin is a trial lawyer and was sworn in as a pro-tem judge in King County District 
Court. Mr. Chapin is on leave from the King County Prosecutor’s Office where he worked as a 
Deputy Prosecuting Attorney since 1996. As a prosecutor, Mr. Chapin prosecuted felony crimes 
including murder, sexual assault, domestic violence, drugs, and fraud. He has extensive jury trial 
and bench trial experience in cases from routine to complex and has lectured on trial advocacy 
both locally and abroad. 
 
 Previously, Mr. Chapin was an associate at Betts Patterson & Mines, P.S., where he 
managed a large case load in commercial litigation (both plaintiff and defense) and insurance 
defense litigation. There, he tried civil jury trials, bench trials, and arbitrations. 
 
 Mr. Chapin is a 1989 graduate of the University of Washington. He received his law degree 
in 1993 from the University of North Carolina School of Law. 


