
Law B597 C: WJLTA Seminar 
Autumn 2018 & Winter 2019 

 
 

Professors:  
Jonathan Franklin, Room L168, 
jafrank@uw.edu  
 
Chief Blog / Comments Editors:  
David O’Hair, Chief Online Editor  

Vanessa James, Associate Editor in Chief 
(Articles) 
Chris Lindemeier, Chief Managing Editor  

   

Class Meetings:  
Starting Week of Fall Quarter – Week of October 15 
Final Week of Fall Quarter – Week of November 12 
Two class meetings each week, attend one of them 

Wednesday, 12:30-1:20 
Thursday, 3:30-4:20 

 
General Course Structure and Objectives:  
This course is a two-quarter seminar, one credit each quarter, designed to support and 
challenge you as you write a series of substantive blog posts or a note/comment for the WJLTA.  
 
There are two tracks in this class and you may choose one or both of them. 
 
Track A. You will write a series of four blog posts, three of which are also required as part of 
Journal membership.  This will require a series of rapid four-week cycles of choosing a topic, 
researching it in depth, commenting on the drafts of others, and creating a final draft.  Each 
post will be around 500 words and larger posts can be split into parts.  Each post will need to 
have a substantive legal subject with a topical hook, a substantive analysis, and a non-obvious 
conclusion.  The fourth post will provide the Journal with publishable content for the summer 
and early fall of 2019, until the next 2L class’s first blog posts are ready. 
 
Track B. You will write a substantial research paper of publishable quality that gives you an 
opportunity to explore a topic of interest from start to finish, to think critically about the 
current law, and to consider future developments. Writing at this level is inherently 
challenging and time-consuming. I will individualize the class for each person selecting Track 
B, including helping to find an advisor, providing research direction, and other pieces to 
support the project. 
 
The intent is that regardless of the track you choose, the process will improve your writing and 
your understanding of the law. The seminar will focus on topic selection, research, and 
drafting.  
  
Course Structure and Grading: 



This is a graded course with multiple assignments. The final grade is recorded after Winter 
Quarter. Your final grade will be based on the following requirements: 
 
 
Track A 
 

WJLTA Blog Post #1 
Topic Selection by October 11 
Draft Posted to WJLTA Sharepoint by October 18 (5%) 
Comments from others by October 25 (Participation credit for others) 
Final Draft due November 1 (10%) 
 
WJLTA Blog Post #2 
Topic Selection by November 8 
Draft Posted to WJLTA Sharepoint by November 15 (5%) 
Comments due from others by Wednesday, November 21 (before Thanksgiving) 
(Participation credit for others) 
Final Draft due November 29 (10%) 
 
WJLTA Blog Post #3 ( similar schedule in January 2019) 
 
WJLTA Blog Post #4 (similar schedule in February 2019) 
 
Winter Student Symposium  

Over 2 days with 9 ten minute presentations each day? (March 2019) 
(20%) [Wiley – I'm open to changing this however you see fit.] 

 
Track B 
 

Checkpoints 
Outline and Sources (November 29) 5% 
Outline or Background (January 10)  5% 
Draft of Background (January 14)10% 
Draft of Analysis (February 5) 15% 
First Complete Draft (February 25) 15% 

50% 
“Final” Draft  
Final Full Draft (March 8)  30% 

 
 
For both tracks 

 



In-Class, Online, and Blog Post Comment Participation 
Including class attendance, engagement, timely submission of assignments and  
checkpoints, commenting on the contributions of others, professionalism, 
consistent progress, preparedness for conferences, and effort. 20% 

 
 
 
Detailed blog post requirements 
 

1. Every seminar member will be responsible for writing two blog entries per quarter, 
which will complete your Journal requirements ahead of time). Each post should be 
roughly 500 words and you should expect to take 3 to 4 hours to research and write it.  
You will be expected to comment on the blog posts of others and to respond to all 
comments posted on your drafts. Please see the current blog for examples.  

 
2. Elements of a blog post  

1. A concise (12 or fewer words) and interesting title written in the active voice  
2. A lead sentence that grabs the reader’s attention, in the active voice – who, what, 

when, and where something happened and why it matters.  
3. At least one sentence that answers the question: “So what?” In particular, there 

must be at least one sentence that makes clear to readers why the issue discussed 
is important to those tracking issues in law, technology, and the arts  

4. Links to all relevant documents or articles referenced in the submission 
including, but not limited to court documents, judicial opinions, statutes, or other 
blog posts or journal articles. Bluebook citations are not necessary, and I’ll be 
taking care of the hyperlinking to the links you provide  

5. A photo to go along with your post [don’t forget about copyright/crediting the 
creator] 

 
Depending on your track, the seminar may include class discussions, small-group exercises, 
and individual conferences to help you develop your note/comment or blog posts. Written 
“checkpoint” assignments are graded primarily on evidence of effort and on timely 
submission.  Because these checkpoints are part of the process of finishing a “final” draft, 
which will then need further polishing after you complete this seminar, your grade is based 
primarily on the progress you make toward finishing the draft rather than the specific content 
or the quality of your writing.  
 
But take note: Though much of the grading will focus on effort and progress, the seminar is 
designed to ensure that everyone will produce, by the due dates, scholarship that is close to 
publishable quality. A reasonable expenditure of time and effort should be sufficient to reach 
that goal. Planning, and time management is also a key to success. You must adequately 
complete all aspects of the course to receive credit. 



 
Seminar grading is not subject to the mandatory curve. Successful students will turn in 
assignments on time, demonstrate superior academic performance, and actively participate. 
Final seminar grades will likely range from B+ to A, with most grades in the A or A- range. 

 
 

Additional Useful Resources: 
 
Gallagher Law Library Research Guides, Guide for Law Journal Students, 
http://guides.lib.uw.edu/c.php?g=498829&p=3415456  
 
Purdue University Online Writing Lab (OWL), The Writing Process, 
https://owl.purdue.edu/owl/general_writing/the_writing_process/index.html  
 
Jessica L. Clark & Kristen E. Murray, Scholarly Writing: Ideas, Examples, and Execution (2d ed. 
2012), KF250 .C528 2012 at Reference Area. 
 
Elizabeth Fajans & Mary R. Falk, Scholarly Writing for Law Students: Seminar Papers, Law Review 
Notes and Law Review Competition Papers (4th ed. 2011), KF250.F35 2011 at Reference Area. 
 
Eugene Volokh, Academic Legal Writing: Law Review Articles, Student Notes, Seminar Papers, and 
Getting on Law Review (4th ed. 2010), KF250.V6 2010 at Reference Area. 
 
Blogging Resources: 
 

Legal Blogging Tips 
 

https://www.business.com/articles/how-to-write-a-good-legal-blog-post/ 
 
https://expresswriters.com/law-blog-writers-guide/ 
 

General Blogging Tips 
 

https://www.shopify.com/blog/how-to-blog-and-get-read 
 

https://bloggingwizard.com/write-irresistible-blog-posts/ 
 

https://thewritelife.com/how-to-write-a-blog-post-people-want-to-read/ 
 

Headline Creation Tools 
 

https://bloggingwizard.com/headline-tools/ 

http://guides.lib.uw.edu/c.php?g=498829&p=3415456
https://owl.purdue.edu/owl/general_writing/the_writing_process/index.html
https://www.business.com/articles/how-to-write-a-good-legal-blog-post/
https://expresswriters.com/law-blog-writers-guide/
https://www.shopify.com/blog/how-to-blog-and-get-read
https://bloggingwizard.com/write-irresistible-blog-posts/
https://thewritelife.com/how-to-write-a-blog-post-people-want-to-read/
https://bloggingwizard.com/headline-tools/


 
Access and Accommodations:   
 
Your experience in this class is important to me. If you have already established 
accommodations with Disability Resources for Students (DRS), please communicate your 
approved accommodations to me at your earliest convenience so we can discuss your needs. 
 
If you have not yet established services through DRS, but have a temporary health condition 
or permanent disability that requires accommodations (conditions include but not limited to; 
mental health, attention-related, learning, vision, hearing, physical or health impacts), you are 
welcome to contact DRS at 011 Mary Gates Hall or 206-543-8924 or uwdrs@uw.edu or 
disability.uw.edu. The DRS staff offers resources and coordinates reasonable accommodations 
for students with disabilities and/or temporary health conditions.  Reasonable 
accommodations are established through an interactive process between you, your 
instructor(s) and DRS.  It is the policy and practice of the University of Washington to create 
inclusive and accessible learning environments consistent with federal and state law. 
 
 

mailto:uwdrs@uw.edu
http://depts.washington.edu/uwdrs/

