
LEGAL RESEARCH METHODS - LAW A599 – WINTER 2019 
3 Credits 

Professor Elizabeth Baldwin 
Monday/Wednesday 3:30 p.m.-5:00 p.m. 

William Gates Hall, 116 
 

Office: 216 William H. Gates Hall 
Office Hours: by appointment  
E-mail: baldwine@uw.edu; Office Phone: (206) 616-7168 
Assistant: Tabby Acosta; Phone: (206) 543-6704; E-mail: ta25@uw.edu 
 
REQUIRED COURSE MATERIALS  

(1) BEAU STEENKEN & TINA M. BROOKS, SOURCES OF AMERICAN LAW: AN INTRODUCTION TO LEGAL 
RESEARCH (3d ed. 2017), https://www.cali.org/books/sources-american-law-introduction-
legal-research#  (Open Educational Resource—free). 

(2) Students will need a CALI account. To create one, use the UW Law School’s student 
authorization code, which is WASHUOstu229. More information here: 
https://courses.law.washington.edu/cali/, or contact UW Law Library Reference Office 
at lawref@uw.edu. 

(3) THE BLUEBOOK: A UNIFORM SYSTEM OF CITATION (20th ed. 2015)  
 
RECOMMENDED RESOURCES 
• BRYAN A. GARNER, THE REDBOOK: A MANUAL ON LEGAL STYLE (3d ed. 2002) 

 
LEARNING OBJECTIVES 
This section of Legal Research Methods is designed for MJ students. Starting with the basics, it 
provides students with opportunities to develop and hone legal research skills through multiple 
assignments and close examination of legal research tools and techniques. This is a graded 
course with multiple assignments, but no final exam.  
 
With the successful completion of this course, students should be able to demonstrate a 
fundamental understanding of the following: 
 

1. Basic structure and principles of the American Legal System, including 
a. basic principles related to separation of powers, supremacy, and jurisdiction 
b. structure of U.S. government and federal and state courts 

 
2. Legal research skills including the ability to find 

a. reputable secondary legal authorities to support finding and understanding 
primary authorities 

b. federal and state primary legal authorities, including constitutions, statutes and 
cases, and regulatory authorities 

c. documents related to the legislative process, including how to conduct a basic 
legislative history and track proposed legislation 

d. documents related to drafting, including forms, templates, and drafting guides 
3. Legal analysis skills related to conducting a legal research project  
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a. determining relative weight of authorities 
b. synthesizing legal rules  
c. applying law to facts and predicting outcomes 

4. Writing and research skills related to conducting a legal research project  
a. using standard research strategies and frameworks  
b. tracking and organizing research through the use of a research log 
c. organizing and drafting a standard, objective inter-office memo to communicate 

research findings 

LAW SCHOOL ATTENDANCE POLICY 
Under changes to ABA Accreditation Standard 304, adopted in August 2004, a law school shall 
require regular and punctual class attendance. 
At any time after the fifth week of a course (halfway through a summer session course), a 
student who has been determined by the instructor to have attended fewer than 80 percent of 
the class sessions in any course will be required to drop the course from his or her registration 
upon the instructor’s so indicating to the Academic Services Office. 

An instructor may also impose stricter attendance standards or other sanctions for 
nonattendance, including lowering of a grade, provided that students are informed at the start 
of the course of the instructor’s attendance rules and possible sanctions. 

 
COURSE STRUCTURE AND GRADING  
Legal Research Methods uses a combination of lectures, labs, online training, and hands-on 
exercises to develop student understanding and facility with a wide variety of tools and 
techniques used in legal research. Students should be fully prepared for each class, having 
completed any assigned reading and exercises. Students will be evaluated on the basis of five 
graded assignments, one Capstone (similar to a take-home exam), class attendance, and class 
participation. Assignments are evaluated on timeliness, completeness, and any criteria included 
on an assignment. The 2-point research exercise should take no more than an hour to complete, 
whereas the 8- and 15-point research exercises may take up to 6 hours (with a turn-around time 
of approximately 2 weeks). The research projects typically require 8-12 hours of research (with a 
turn-around time of 2-3 weeks).  

*Please read the syllabus carefully for both the distribution dates and due dates of assignments! 
If you must miss class, it is your responsibility to arrange to turn in materials on time and/or pick 
up class handouts.  

Due dates are included on each assignment. Assignments are submitted through Canvas. Late 
papers, except those excused based on illness or by the instructor, will be penalized at 1 full 
point per day.  

Students are expected to attend at least 80% of scheduled classes. In-class participation is 
crucial for understanding the tools and strategies of legal research. Questions and discussion are 
encouraged and expected. Class attendance and engaged participation will account for up to 
10% of the final course grade.  
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Your final course grade will be based on the following criteria:  

1 Set of Exercises from SAL (1.6.1- 1.6.3) (due 1/11) 2 points 
1 Research Exercise (A) (due 1/22)   8 points  
1 Research Exercise (B) (due 2/13)   15 points 
1 Research Project (Proj. #1 leg. focus) (due 2/6)  20 points 
1 Research Project (Proj. #2 reg. focus) (due 3/1) 30 points 
1 Capstone Exercise (held on 3/11)   15 points 
Class attendance and participation    up to 10 points (instructor’s discretion) 

Total possible points = 100  

Grading note for M.J. and other graduate students: You will receive a decile grade for this class. 
Grades of 4.0 to 3.7 are not limited; however, to do this well, a student must be well organized, 
detail-oriented, and actively engaged.  

ACCESS & ACCOMMODATION 
Your experience in this class is important to me. If you have already established 
accommodations with Disability Resources for Students (DRS), please communicate your 
approved accommodations to me at your earliest convenience so we can discuss your needs in 
this course. 

If you have not yet established services through DRS, but have a temporary health condition or 
permanent disability that requires accommodations (conditions include but not limited to; 
mental health, attention-related, learning, vision, hearing, physical or health impacts), you are 
welcome to contact DRS at 206-543-8924 or uwdrs@uw.edu or disability.uw.edu. DRS offers 
resources and coordinates reasonable accommodations for students with disabilities and/or 
temporary health conditions. 

Reasonable accommodations are established through an interactive process between you, your 
instructor(s) and DRS. It is the policy and practice of the University of Washington to create 
inclusive and accessible learning environments consistent with federal and state law.  

 
ACADEMIC CONDUCT  
While working on your assignments, you may often have to share materials with other students. 
Please be considerate. Ideally, you should re-shelve most materials after use. At the very least, 
please do not remove materials from their original area. If materials are missing, (a) look around 
the copy machines, (b) check the re- shelving areas, (c) contact me and I will suggest alternative 
resources.  

*You will be permitted to work collaboratively on most of the assignments. However, each 
assignment submitted must be your own original work, drafted individually by you.  

The Honor Code of the School of Law, adopted in 1981, governs student conduct. Please note:  

Section 2-201: A student may not incorporate into work the student offers for credit passages 
taken either word for word or in substance from work of another person unless the student 
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credits the original author and identifies the original author’s work with quotation marks and 
footnotes or with an appropriate written explanation.  

Section 2-202: A student may not offer for credit as the student’s work any work prepared by 
another person.  

The Student Conduct Code of the University of Washington, adopted in 1972, also sets high 
standards of academic and professional honesty and integrity.  

Legal research and writing rely heavily on careful documentation of controlling and persuasive 
authority. Deliberate failure to provide proper attribution constitutes plagiarism and warrants 
disciplinary action.  
 
MISCELLANEOUS 
Research and writing courses are challenging. At times it will seem as if there is more work than 
can be humanly done in a 24-hour day. This is true for even the most organized among us! If you 
are feeling overwhelmed, please schedule an appointment with me. Let me know ahead of time 
if you need an extension (at least 48 hours in advance). As we review the assignments, we’ll talk 
about developing efficient research habits, including ways to divide projects into smaller, 
conquerable tasks. Remember that we’re in this learning process together!  
 
CHANGES TO SYLLABUS 
The Professor reserves the right to change the syllabus.  If there are changes to the syllabus, the 
Professor will notify students about any changes by email and on the course webpage.  Students 
are responsible for being aware of and complying with any such changes.  

Feedback is essential in a legal research class. Papers will be returned promptly. It is the 
student's responsibility to notify the instructor promptly if an assignment will not be 
submitted when due.  

WINTER 2019 SCHEDULE OF TOPICS, READINGS, AND ASSIGNMENTS 

Mon. 1/7 REVIEW OF THE UNITED STATES LEGAL SYSTEM 
Syllabus review; Overview of Legal System & Legal Materials; Separation of 
Powers and Sources of Law; Hierarchy of Authority) 
 
Reading for 1/7:  

• SAL, Chapter 1, The United States Legal System (begin working on 
Exercises 1.6.1, 1.6.2, & 1.6.3, to submit on Canvas by Friday, 1/11 at 
10:00 a.m.) 
 

In class: Discussion and practice exercises 
 

Wed. 1/9  GETTING STARTED, GENERATING SEARCH TERMS, & IDENTIFYING SOURCES: 
DICTIONARIES, RESEARCH GUIDES, AND BASICS OF CITATION 
Common finding tools: Dictionaries, Abbreviation Guides, and Research Guides; 
Bluebook Basics; Vendor-Neutral and Other Citation Manuals (ALWD; The Indigo  
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Book; and brief orientation to sources on Westlaw, LexisAdvance, and 
Bloomberg) 
 
Readings for 1/9:  

• read excerpt from PENNY A. HAZELTON ET AL, WASHINGTON LEGAL 
RESEARCHER’S DESKBOOK (2002): The Process of Legal Research 23-45 
(FIND ON CANVAS, MODULE 2) 

• please browse the following: 
o Gallagher Bluebook Guide at 

http://guides.lib.uw.edu/bluebook101; 
o Legal Dictionaries guide at 

http://guides.lib.uw.edu/law/legaldict/us;  
o Acronyms & Abbreviations Guide at 

https://lib.law.uw.edu/pubs/acron.html; and 
o The Indigo Book at 

https://law.resource.org/pub/us/code/blue/src/IndigoBook.201
60331.pdf 

 
In class: Exercises on Rombauer framework, finding tools, sources of law, and  
citation (handouts). 
 
*Note: Students post to Canvas Friday, 1/11 at 10:00 a.m.—SAL Ch. 1, The 
United States Legal System, Exercises 1.6.1, 1.6.2, & 1.6.3. 
 

Mon. 1/14 CORE SECONDARY SOURCES 
Legal Encyclopedias; Restatements, Texts, Treatises and Periodicals; ALR; AmJur;  
etc. 
  
Readings and practice for 1/14:  

• SAL, Chapter 6, Secondary Sources; 
• Georgetown Law Library Guide on Secondary Sources: 

http://guides.ll.georgetown.edu/secondary; and  
• do SAL Exercises 6.4.1 (ungraded practice). 

 
In class: Tour of Secondary Sources; SAL Exercises 6.4.2 & 6.4.2.3 (time  
permitting) 
 
Professor: Distribute Exercise A (due Tues., 1/22, at 10:00 a.m.). 
 

Weds. 1/16   CONSTITUTIONAL LAW AND FEDERAL & STATE STATUTES  
Research tools for Constitutional Law. Focus on Statutes at Large; USC,  
USCA/USCS; State Session Laws; Official Codes and Annotated Codes; Municipal  
Law 
 
Reading and practice for 1/16:  

• SAL, Chapter 2, Constitutions & Statutes;  
• do SAL Exercises 2.7.1 (ungraded practice). 
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In class: Tour of Federal & State Legislative Authorities; SAL Exercises 2.7.2 & 
2.7.3 (time permitting) 
  

Mon. 1/21 NO CLASS: MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. HOLIDAY  
*Note: Student post to Canvas Tues., 1/22 at 10:00 a.m.—Exercise A. 

 
 
Weds. 1/23 FEDERAL AND STATE CASE LAW; REPORTERS, DIGESTS, & KEY NUMBERS  

Also Slip Opinions & Unpublished Case Law 
 
Reading and practice for 1/23:  

• SAL, Chapter 3, Judicial Opinions & Common Law;  
• do SAL Exercise 3.6.1.  

 
In class: Tour of Reporters & Digests; SAL Exercises 3.6.2 & 3.6.3. 

 
Professor: Distribute Project #1 – Statutory & Case Law Focus (due Weds., 2/6 
at 3:00 p.m.)  
 

Mon. 1/28 CITATORS AND WEB-BASED CITATION TOOLS  
Shepard’s, KeyCite, and B-Cite; WestCheck, BriefCheck, and more. 
 
Reading for 1/28: SAL, Chapter 5 
 
In class: Exercises on citators (handout) 
 

Weds. 1/30 PROJECT MANAGEMENT STRATEGIES  
Strategies for Project #1: Memo Structure, Time Management, Bluebooking  
General Q & A. 
 
Reading for 1/30:  

• SAL, Chapter 7, The Research Process 
• Review excerpt from PENNY A. HAZELTON ET AL, WASHINGTON LEGAL 

RESEARCHER’S DESKBOOK (2002): The Process of Legal Research 23-45 
(CANVAS, MODULE 2) 

 
Mon. 2/4 FREE AND LOW-COST ONLINE RESOURCES; FINAL Q & A ON PROJECT #1  

Think beyond Lexis, Westlaw & Bloomberg: Findlaw; Google Scholar; LII; Ravel 
Law; casetext; etc.  
 
Reading for 2/4: Skim these resources 

• Georgetown Law Library Guide: Free and Low-Cost Legal Research, 
http://guides.ll.georgetown.edu/freelowcost  

• MRSC Local Government web site 
 

In class: Tour of free online resources and tools 
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Weds. 2/6 FEDERAL AND STATE LEGISLATIVE HISTORY 

Identifying compiled legislative histories: HeinOnline, CIS, USCCAN, etc.  
 
Readings for 2/6:  

• Georgetown Law Library Guide: Legislative History Research, at 
http://guides.ll.georgetown.edu/legislative_history;  

• skim Georgetown’s Guide to Reading, Interpreting and Applying Statues 
(2006) (ON CANVAS) 

• In class: Begin Exercise B (complete for posting on Canvas by 3:00 p.m., 
Weds. Feb. 13) 

 
*Note: Students post to Canvas today by 3:00 p.m.—Project # 1 
 
Professor: Distribute Project #2 –Regulatory Focus (due Friday., 3/1 at  
10:00 a.m.) 

 
Mon.  2/11 PROJECT #2 WORKSHOP; FEDERAL & MULTI-STATE PRACTICE TOOLS (FOCUS  

ON COURT RULES & LITIGATION) 
Strategies for Project #2; domestic practitioner tools: court rules, ethics  
opinions, records, briefs, forms and jury instructions. 
 
Reading for 2/11: 

• Review Project #2 and select a problem  
• the ABA Litigation Section Resources page, 

https://www.americanbar.org/groups/litigation/resources.html 
   
  In class: small group discussions of Project # 2; tour of key litigation practice  
  tools 
 
Weds. 2/13 SOURCES OF FEDERAL ADMINISTRATIVE LAW 

Federal Regulatory Process: Federal Register, CFR; Regulatory tracking tools. 
 
Reading for 2/13:  

• SAL, Chapter 4, pp. 83-98;  
• do SAL Exercises 4.5.1 (ungraded practice) 
• view “U.S. Government Printing Office: Federal Register 2.0,” 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ADhP0KSmjkQ; visit and browse 
Federal Register, https://www.federalregister.gov. 

 
Optional reading: Mary Whisner, Mattress Tags and Pillow Cases (ON CANVAS) 
 
In class: Tour of federal administrative law tools and resources; SAL Exercises 
4.5.2-4.5.3 (time permitting) 
 
*Note: Students post to Canvas today, by 3:00 p.m.—Exercise B 
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Mon. 2/18 NO CLASS: PRESIDENT’S DAY HOLIDAY 
 

Weds. 2/20 SOURCES OF STATE ADMINISTRATIVE LAW 
  State Regulatory Process: Focus on Washington and California 
 

Reading for 2/20: Skim these resources  
• Gallagher Guide, Washington Administrative Law Research at 

https://guides.lib.uw.edu/law/WAadmin; 
• UCLA Guide, California Administrative Law at 

http://libguides.law.ucla.edu/caladminlaw  
 

In class: Tour of state administrative law tools and resources 
 

Mon. 2/25 UNIFORM AND MODEL LEGISLATION; 50-STATE SURVEYS 
Model and Uniform Acts; Finding Tools for Multistate Surveys  
 
Reading for 2/25:  

• Mary Whisner, There Ought to be a Law – A Model Law, 106 Law L. J. 1 
[2014-7] (ON CANVAS) 

 
Weds. 2/27 BASICS OF INTERNATIONAL & FOREIGN LAW RESEARCH; FINAL Q & A ON 

PROJECT #2 
 Key online tools for accessing sources of international and foreign law 
 
 Reading for 2/27: Skim these resources  

• Duke University’s International Legal Research Tutorial, 
https://law.duke.edu/ilrt/ 

 
In class: Tour of online tools and resources 
 
*Reminder: Submit Project #2 –Regulatory Focus, Friday., 3/1 at  
10:00 a.m. 
 

 
Mon. 3/4   (a) TRANSACTIONAL PRACTICE TOOLS: FOCUS ON SAMPLE AGREEMENTS AND  

FORMS; (b) COMPARING COMMERCIAL DATABASES; (c) HUMAN RESOURCES  
LAW. WestlawNext: Practical Law; Bloomberg Law; LexisAdvance: Lexis Practice  
Advisor 
 
Reading for 3/4: Skim each of these resources 

• Human Resources Law, https://www.hg.org/human-resources-law.html 
• Duke Law Library’s Guide on Transactional Resources: Tools for Doing a 

Deal and Gallagher Guide, Drafting Contracts: Formbooks & Drafting 
Resources 

• Harvard Law School Library’s Transactional Lawyering: Sources and Tips, 
http://guides.library.harvard.edu/transactional; and  
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• Georgia State’s Corporations and Transactional Law Guide, 
http://libguides.law.gsu.edu/TransactionalResearchGuide  

• CM Law Library Research Guide, Bloomberg, Lexis, and Westlaw 
Compared, http://guides.law.csuohio.edu/c.php?g=190541&p=1258847 

 
Weds. 3/6  REVIEW FOR CAPSTONE 
 
Mon. 3/11 CAPSTONE — PROFESSOR AVAILABLE FOR CONSULT IN CLASSROOM 

You may use this class period to complete Capstone Exercise and consult with 
Prof. Baldwin, if needed; collaboration not permitted for the Capstone.   
 
The Capstone exercise opens on Canvas at 10:00 a.m. and closes at 10:00 p.m.  
(Allow yourself 2-3 hours to complete the Capstone.) 
 

 
Weds. 3/13 REAL WORLD LEGAL RESEARCH AS NON-LAWYERS; REFLECTIONS;  

EVALUTIONS. Course Wrap-up; Strategies for Keeping Skills Sharp in a Variety of 
Settings; and more 
No reading!  

 
Good Luck on Finals & 

Enjoy Spring Break! 


