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COURSE DESCRIPTION 

 
 This course serves as an introduction to the basic concepts and select issues in 

transnational law. It is a three-credit course. The class meets on Tuesdays and Thursdays 
at 1:30 - 3:00 pm at William H. Gates Hall #117.  

 
 The substance of the course is divided into the following three parts:  

 
Part I: Boundaries of National Law. The course starts with the notion of boundaries of 
national law, which covers domestic legal rules and doctrines on questions related to 
foreign law or international law: governing law in torts, contracts, territorial nature of 
statutes, extradition, foreign judgments and foreign law in domestic courts. 
 
Part II: International Law in Domestic Courts, moves a bit further from domestic 
framework and reach out to the international law issues. It covers topics such as the 
forms of international law—treaties and executive agreements, enforcement of treaties 
and international agreements in domestic courts, enforcement of international court 
decisions in domestic courts, and customary international law in domestic courts.  
 
Part III: Transnational Legal Process, departs further from domestic legal framework and 
moves to the realm of international law, where we’ll introduce some basic fields in 
international law. It includes public international law, which deals state to state disputes; 
private international law, which deals with dispute settlement between private parties 
(international commercial arbitration); as well as something in between public and 
private international law—investment disputes between foreign investor (private party) 
and the host country (public entity).  

 
 
COURSE MATERIALS 
 

 There following casebook will be used for the purpose of this course:  
 

Transnational Law and Practice (Donald Earl Childress III, Michael D. Ramsey & 
Christopher A. Whytock eds.), New York, NY: Wolters Kluwer 2015. ISBN 978-1-4548-
4157-9 (“Casebook”). 
 
In order for students to have enough time to make purchase of the Casebook, readings for 
the first week is uploaded on Canvas.  

 
 The Casebook is available for purchase at the University Book Store. However, it may also 

be available in other vendors such as Amazon.com for purchase or rent. Full citation of all 
cases covered in this course is also included (see “Course Schedule” part of the Syllabus), 
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so as to enable students who don’t have the Casebook in hand or simply don’t want to 
purchase the Casebook to find all the cases elsewhere.  

 
 Other relevant statutes, cases, commentaries and academic papers, when assigned, will 

either be distributed and/or posted on UW’s Canvas online site and they are free of 
charge.  

 
 
LEARNING OBJECTIVES 
 

 Transnational Law is part of the educational reform at the University of Washington 
School of Law in recent years. The primary goal of this mandatory course is to bring 
exposure and awareness to our first-year J.D. students that legal systems are inter-
connected and legal practice in today’s world increasingly requires such awareness and 
even competence. This is no longer merely an inspirational goal—it is a reality. Thanks to 
the global outreach of American legal education, a typical top-tier practitioner of law 
outside the United States has obtained graduate training in the United States with LL.M. 
degree; many of the top foreign lawyers are also licensed New York or State of 
Washington lawyers. Transnational Law, together with other courses on international 
and comparative law offered in the second- and third-year of the J.D. program, aims to 
enable our students to compete successfully in the globalized world. After taking these 
courses, our students are expected to be able to do the following: 

 
 In a non-U.S. legal system such as international, civil (continental European, Latin 

American, Asian), or Islamic law: 
o Identify sources of law and the use of legal materials; and 
o Understand significant legal institutions and methods of dispute resolution; and 
o Construct legal arguments and evaluate proposed solutions to problems. 

 
 Apply critical thinking in examining issues across legal systems. 

 
 Specifically, the objective of Transnational Law is to take the first step in achieving these 

ambitious goals. Through this course, students are expected to: (a) identify the 
boundaries of the legal doctrines they learn in the first-year curriculum in contracts, torts, 
civil procedure, and constitutional law; (b) find connections or gaps between domestic 
legal doctrines and their foreign counterparts in addressing the same legal issues; (c) add 
an international or comparative perspective in understanding and analyzing domestic 
legal issues and doctrines.  

 
 
 
REQUIREMENTS AND GRADING STANDARDS 
 
 Each student is expected to attend and adequately prepare for each class and to 

actively participate in class discussion. Final grade, as a measurement of your 
performance, is composed of three elements: (a) class preparation; (b) class 
performance and (c) writing assignments.  

 
 Class Preparation: Before coming to the class, each student is expected to have read 

the required reading materials. If you have questions, doubts, challenges, or desire 
further relevant facts or data beyond the reading materials, please do not hesitate to 
bring them to class. In order to verify such preparation, students may be asked to 
upload a legal brief in class if reading materials include legal case(s).  
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 Class Performance: This is measured by your involvement in class discussion—
whether you perform the duty as the “Expert of the Day,” how active you are in 
sharing your views and the quality of your comments. The more active, engaging, and 
thoughtful you are, the better your class performance is. While good performance is 
based on effective comprehension of the reading materials, critical thinking is equally 
crucial.  

 
If you are “Expert of the Day,” your duty includes the following: (a) before the class, 
read the reading materials in advance and upload your legal brief the night before the 
class; (b) in class, be prepared for answering questions from the instructor as well as 
members of the class; and (c) after class, upload the legal brief as other students.  

 
 In-class Exam: By the end of the course, an in-class exam will be taken by all 

students.   
 
 Final Grade: Your final grade for this class will be composed of the following: class 

performance (10%) and in-class exam (90%). 
 
 
DISABILITY-RELATED NEEDS 
 
 The University of Washington is committed to providing access, equal opportunity 

and reasonable accommodation in its services, programs, activities, education and 
employment for individuals with disabilities. To request disability accommodation, 
contact the Disability Services Office at least ten days in advance at: (206) 543-
6450(voice), (206) 543-6452 (TTY), (206) 685-7264 (FAX), or e-mail at 
dso@u.washington.edu. If you have a letter from the Disability Services Office, please 
present the letter to me so we can discuss the accommodations you might need in the 
class. 

 
 
OFFICE HOURS 
 

 Please sign up the schedule sheet or arrange a meeting by email. 
 
Mondays, 02:00-5:00 pm;  
Wednesdays, 2:00-5:00 pm.  
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COURSE SCHEDULE 
 
Content is subject to change, depending on the availability of updated information. The following 
are required readings only; recommended readings will be listed in instruction sheets posted on 
course website.  
 

Spring Quarter 2019 

April 1 (Monday) Instruction 1L Starts  

April 1 (Monday) Instruction Upper-Level Starts  

May 24 (Friday) Instruction Upper-Level Ends  

May 27 (Monday) Memorial Day Holiday   

May 28 - June 1 Examination Period Upper-Level   

June 2 (Sunday) Law School Commencement   

June 5 (Wednesday) Instruction 1L Ends  

June 10 - 15 Examination Period 1L   

June 15 (Saturday) University Commencement   

 
 

Tue. 
04/02 
 

Introduction 
 

 

Casebook 726-34: 
• Piper Aircraft Co. v. Reyno., 454 U.S. 235 (1981) 

(also on Canvas). 
 

 

Thu. 
04/04 

Introduction (cont’d) Supplement: 
• Harold Hongju Koh, “Why Do Nations Obey 

International Law,” 106 Yale Law Journal 2599 
(June 1997, No.8) (on Canvas). 

 

 

 
Part I. Boundaries of National Law 
 

Tue. 
04/09 

§1. Boundaries of Torts 
 
 

Casebook 75-86: 
• Raskin v. Allison, 57 P.3d 30 (Kan.App. 2002); 
• Edwards v. Erie Coach Lines Co., 17 N.Y.3d 306 

(NY 2011). 
 

 

Thu. 
04/11 

§2. Boundaries of 
Contracts 
 
 

Casebook 120-31: 
• Johnson v. Ventra Group, Inc., 191 F.3d 732 (6th 

Cir. 1999); 
Supplement: 
• Shanghai Commercial Bank Limited v. Chang, 189 

Wash.2d 474, 404 P.3d 62 (Wash. 2017); 
Casebook 774-80: 
• The Bremen v. Zapata Off-Shore Co., 407 U.S. 1 

(1972). 
 

 

Tue. 
04/16 

§3. Boundaries of 
Statutes 
 
 
 

Casebook 7-34: 
• EEOC v. Arabian American Oil Company, 499 U.S. 

244 (1991); 
• Morrison v. National Australia Bank, Ltd., 561 

U.S. 247 (2010). 
 

 

Thu. 
04/18 

§4. Connections 
between National Laws: 
Extradition 
 

Supplements: 
• Johnson v. Browne, 205 U.S. 309 (1907); 
• Pettit v. Walshe, 194 U.S. 205 (1904); 
• Zhenli Ye Gon v. Holt, 774 F.3d 207 (4th Cir. 2014). 

 

 



Law A508C: Transnational Law Professor Zang 
 

 - 5 -  

Tue. 
04/23 

§5. Foreign Judgments 
in Domestic Courts 
 

Casebook 601-27: 
• Hilton v. Guyot, 159 U.S. 113 (1895); 
• Society of Lloyd’s v. Ashenden, 233 F.3d 473 (7th 

Cir. 2000); 
• Bridgeway Corporation v. Citibank, 45 F.Supp.2d 

276 (1999). 
 

 

Thu. 
04/25 

§6. Foreign Law in 
Domestic Courts 
 

Casebook 112-18: 
• Bodum USA Inc. v. La Cafetiere, Inc., 621 F.3d 624 

(7th Cir. 2010); 
Supplements: 
• Animal Science Products v. Hebei Welcome, 138 

S.Ct. 1865 (2018); 
• De Fontbrune v. Wofsy, 838 F.3d 992 (9th Cir. 

2016). 
 

 

 
Part II. International Law in Domestic Courts 
 

Tue. 
04/30 

§1. Varieties of IL  Casebook 142-59 (skim) 
 

 

§2. Self-executing & 
Non-self-executing 
Treaties 
 

Casebook 166-83, 306-08: 
• Medellín v. Texas, 552 U.S. 491 (2008); 
• Al-Bihani v. Obama, 590 F.3d 866 (D.C. Cir. 2010) 

(deleted). 
 

 

Thu. 
05/02 

§3. Presidential Powers 
 

Casebook 195-209: 
• United States. v. Belmont, 301 U.S. 324 (1937) 
• Dames & Moore v. Regan, 453 U.S. 654 (1981) 

 

 

Tue. 
05/07 

§4. Citizens’ 
Constitutional Rights 
 

Casebook 210-29: 
• Reid. v. Covert, 354 U.S. 1 (1956) 
• Boos v. Barry, 485 U.S. 312 (1988) 
• Bond v. United States, 134 S.Ct. 2077 (2014). 

 

 

Thu. 
05/09 

§5. Customary IL Casebook 285-94, 256-66: 
• Sosa v. Alvarez-Machain, 542 U.S. 692 (2004) 
• The Paquete Habana, 175 U.S. 677 (1900) 
• McKesson Corp. v. Islamic Republic of Iran, 672 

F.3d 1066 (D.C. Cir. 2012) (deleted) 
 

 

Tue. 
05/14 

§6. Sovereign Immunity Supplement: 
• Atlantica Holdings v. Sovereign Wealth Fund, 813 

F.3d 98 (2nd Cir. 2016); 
Casebook 797-803: 
• Dole Food Co. v. Patrickson, 538 U.S. 468 (2003). 

 

 

Thu. 
05/16 

§7. Review 

 
Part III. Transnational Legal Process 
 

Tue. 
05/21 

§1. Transnational Law 
as Movements 
 

Casebook 251-56:  
• Filártiga v. Peña-Irala, 630 F.2d 876 (2nd Cir. 

1980); 
Supplement: 
• Harold Hongju Koh, “Why Do Nations Obey 

International Law,” Yale Law Journal, Vol.106, 
No.8 (June 1997), pp.2599-2660 (on Canvas). 
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Thu. 
05/23 

§2. Private Parties and 
the State: Investment 
Treaties 

Casebook 482-86: 
• BG Group, PLC v. Republic of Argentina, 134 S.Ct. 

1198 (2014) (Casebook: 585-90). 
Supplements:  
• Senator Elizabeth Warren, speech on Senate floor 

on February 2, 2016 about the Trans-Pacific 
Partnership (TPP) trade agreement, link to 
YouTube video (on Canvas). 

 

 

Tue. 
05/28 

§3. Private to Private: 
Private Order 

Casebook 555-84: 
• Mitsubishi Motors Corp. v. Soler Chrysler-

Plymouth, Inc., 473 U.S. 614 (1985) (Casebook: 
575-84). 

Supplement: 
• Chevron Corp. v. Ecuador, 795 F.3d 200 (D.C. Cir. 

2015) (on Canvas). 
 

 

Thu. 
05/30 

Guest lecture: Ms. Sara P. Sandford, principal of Garvey Schubert Barer, web link. 

Tue. 
06/04 

Review, Q&A 

 
Exam: Friday, June 15, 2019 (exam schedule link). Good luck everybody! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AWXJJy_Tq-U
http://www.gsblaw.com/people-Sara-P-Sandford
https://www.law.washington.edu/Students/Exams/Default.aspx?vw=2015/2&sw=2015/22#top

