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CLIMATE CHANGE LAW – E598 
SYLLABUS  

University of Washington School of Law 
Spring Quarter, 2019 

Instructors:  Craig Gannett, Rod Brown 
Email:  craiggannett@dwt.com; rbrown@cascadialaw.com 
Office Hours: Before or after class, or by appointment. 

Tuesdays and Thursdays, 3:30-5, Room 118 

Class Description: 
The purpose of this class is to prepare future practitioners to advise clients on all aspects 
of climate change law, an emerging regulatory structure that is very much in a state of 
turmoil under President Trump.  By studying the law as it evolves, students will gain a 
better appreciation of how climate change law is increasingly shaping a vast range of 
activities, including energy development, transportation, and land use.  Students will also 
achieve a better understanding of the administrative rulemaking process, including both 
the adoption and attempted repeal of climate change-related regulations.  In particular, we 
will examine EPA’s efforts to rollback Obama administration climate regulations, and 
how those efforts are faring in the federal courts.  We will also focus on greenhouse gas 
reduction efforts at the state and local level, particularly in Washington State.  At the 
international level, we will review the long road from the 1992 United Nations Framework 
Convention on Climate Change to the 2015 Paris Climate Agreement, as well as the 
effects of Trump’s plans to withdraw from the Paris Agreement. 

Learning Objectives 
See class description, above.  

Textbook:  Required readings will be provided through the links associated with each 
class.  

Access and Accommodation 
Your experience in this class is important to us. If you have already established 
accommodations with Disability Resources for Students (DRS), please communicate your 
approved accommodations to me at your earliest convenience so we can discuss your 
needs in this course. 
If you have not yet established services through DRS, but have a temporary health 
condition or permanent disability that requires accommodations (conditions include but 
not limited to; mental health, attention-related, learning, vision, hearing, physical or health 
impacts), you are welcome to contact DRS at 206-543-8924 or uwdrs@uw.edu or 
disability@uw.edu. DRS offers resources and coordinates reasonable accommodations for 
students with disabilities and/or temporary health conditions. 

mailto:craiggannett@dwt.com
mailto:rbrown@cascadialaw.com
mailto:uwdrs@uw.edu
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Reasonable accommodations are established through an interactive process between you, 
your instructor(s) and DRS.  It is the policy and practice of the University of Washington 
to create inclusive and accessible learning environments consistent with federal and state 
law. 
 
Grading: 
Final exam (short essays; 1.5 hours): 40% 
Paper:  40% (a double-spaced 12-15 page paper with endnotes, on a climate-related topic 
of your choosing) 
Class participation: 20%, including one short presentation of a current topic to the class 
during the quarter. 
For the final exam, please use ExamSoft in closed mode.  

Research Services Librarians  

The Research Services librarians are legal research experts who are dedicated to helping 
students with research questions, database training, locating academic resources, etc.  Visit 
the library’s UW Law Students page for more information about their services generally.  
To get help, you can email the Research Services librarians directly 
at lawref@uw.edu.  You are also welcome to visit the Reference Office on L1 to speak 
with the Research Services librarian on duty. If you have a detailed research question or 
would prefer to meet privately with a librarian, you may set up an individual appointment.  
  

Law School Attendance Policy: 
Under changes to ABA Accreditation Standard 304, adopted in August 2004, a law school 
shall require regular and punctual class attendance. 

At any time after the fourth week of the course, a student who has been determined by the 
instructor to have attended fewer than 80 percent of the class sessions will be required to 
drop the course from his or her registration upon the instructor’s so indicating to the 
Academic Services Office. 

Course Evaluation: 
Course evaluations are open online during the last week of classes.  Class time will be 
made available on May 23 for filling out your evaluation.  Please bring a laptop or mobile 
device to class on this date to participate in the evaluation.   

Guests and Visitors: 
Guests and visitors are welcome. 

Review Session: 
To be arranged if requested.  The last class meeting, on May 23, will include some review, 
time permitting. 

 

http://lib.law.washington.edu/students.html
mailto:lawref@uw.edu
https://guides.lib.uw.edu/law/lawstudents#s-lg-box-19428481
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Class Meeting Topic Readings 

Week One   

Class 1 
Tuesday, April 2 
(CG&RB) 
 

After introductions, 
assessment of student 
backgrounds and interests, 
and overview of class, we’ll 
begin by discussing climate 
change science and the 
potential pathways to 
achieving substantial GHG 
reductions. 

Climate Science for 
Lawyers _ Section of    

 
 
Review the following: 
https://science2017.globalchange.gov/  Please 
read the overview and skim the full report. 
 
Wedges Reaffirmed, R. Socolow, Bulletin of the 
Atomic Scientists (Sept. 2011), 
https://thebulletin.org/wedges-reaffirmed 
 

Class 2 
Thursday, April 4 
(CG) 
 

The Big Picture: what was 
Obama attempting to 
achieve, and what’s 
Trump’s strategy for 
undoing it? 

Review the following Rolling Stone piece on 
Obama’s climate change strategy, complete 
with a 9-minute video. 
http://www.rollingstone.com/politics/news/oba
ma-takes-on-climate-change-the-rolling-stone-
interview-20150923. 
 
Here’s an interview with EPA Administrator Andrew 
Wheeler at a recent Bloomberg new energy conference 
about climate change.  Listen to the first 20 minutes or so 
of this podcast:  https://climateone.org/audio/epa-chief-
andrew-wheeler-cars-coal-and-climate.   
 
Washington Post:  “Trump administration 
resists global climate efforts at home and 
overseas.”  Read article and watch video.  
https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/trump
-administration-resists-global-climate-efforts-
at-home-overseas/2018/12/09/b94a9ef0-fa41-
11e8-863c-9e2f864d47e7_story.html 
 
Letter to the President Trump from 58 Senior 
Military and National Security Leaders, 
Denouncing National Security Council Climate 
Panel 
https://climateandsecurity.org/2019/03/15/event
-climate-change-national-security-protecting-
integrity-of-threat-assessments/ 
 

Week Two   

Class 3 
Tuesday, April 9 
(CG) 

The seminal U.S. Supreme 
Court case is Mass v. EPA, 
the 2007 decision that 

Massachusetts v. U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency, 549 U.S. 497 (2007) 
http://blogs2.law.columbia.edu/climate-change-
litigation/wp-content/uploads/sites/16/case-

https://protect-us.mimecast.com/s/LEN_CBBn9DiPBBZ9t6beIw?domain=science2017.globalchange.gov
http://nca2014.globalchange.gov/report
https://thebulletin.org/wedges-reaffirmed
http://www.rollingstone.com/politics/news/obama-takes-on-climate-change-the-rolling-stone-interview-20150923
http://www.rollingstone.com/politics/news/obama-takes-on-climate-change-the-rolling-stone-interview-20150923
http://www.rollingstone.com/politics/news/obama-takes-on-climate-change-the-rolling-stone-interview-20150923
https://climateone.org/audio/epa-chief-andrew-wheeler-cars-coal-and-climate
https://climateone.org/audio/epa-chief-andrew-wheeler-cars-coal-and-climate
https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/trump-administration-resists-global-climate-efforts-at-home-overseas/2018/12/09/b94a9ef0-fa41-11e8-863c-9e2f864d47e7_story.html
https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/trump-administration-resists-global-climate-efforts-at-home-overseas/2018/12/09/b94a9ef0-fa41-11e8-863c-9e2f864d47e7_story.html
https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/trump-administration-resists-global-climate-efforts-at-home-overseas/2018/12/09/b94a9ef0-fa41-11e8-863c-9e2f864d47e7_story.html
https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/trump-administration-resists-global-climate-efforts-at-home-overseas/2018/12/09/b94a9ef0-fa41-11e8-863c-9e2f864d47e7_story.html
https://climateandsecurity.org/2019/03/15/event-climate-change-national-security-protecting-integrity-of-threat-assessments/
https://climateandsecurity.org/2019/03/15/event-climate-change-national-security-protecting-integrity-of-threat-assessments/
https://climateandsecurity.org/2019/03/15/event-climate-change-national-security-protecting-integrity-of-threat-assessments/
http://blogs2.law.columbia.edu/climate-change-litigation/wp-content/uploads/sites/16/case-documents/2007/20070402_docket-05-1120_opinion.pdf
http://blogs2.law.columbia.edu/climate-change-litigation/wp-content/uploads/sites/16/case-documents/2007/20070402_docket-05-1120_opinion.pdf
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Class Meeting Topic Readings 
essentially required EPA to 
address climate change.   
 
In 2009, Congress fell just 
short of enacting 
comprehensive climate 
change legislation.  
Nevertheless, the goals and 
regulatory strategies of the 
legislation are worth 
understanding because 
many of them are being 
advanced as part of ongoing 
efforts by the states. 
 

documents/2007/20070402_docket-05-
1120_opinion.pdf 
 
Pew Center Summary of H.R. 2454, the 
American Clean Energy and Security Act of 
2009 (also known as Waxman-Markey), as 
passed by the U.S. House of Representatives on 
June 26, 2009. 
http://www.c2es.org/docUploads/waxman-
markey-detailed-summary-july2009.pdf.  (This 
is a 94-page summary of a 900+ page bill, so 
don’t sweat the details; just focus on the big 
ideas.)  
 

Class 4 
Thursday, April 11 
(RB&WS) 

We’ll discuss the Supreme 
Court’s 2011 AEP v. 
Connecticut, holding that 
the Clean Air Act displaces 
any federal common-law 
right to seek abatement of 
GHG emissions from fossil-
fuel fired power plants.  
This case potentially has 
new life if Trump succeeds 
in rolling back the 
regulations of the Obama 
EPA.  
 
We will also take a look at 
the overall status of U.S. 
climate change litigation. 

American Electric Power v. Connecticut: 
http://blogs2.law.columbia.edu/climate-change-
litigation/wp-content/uploads/sites/16/case-
documents/2011/20110620_docket-
10%E2%80%93174_opinion.pdf 
 
City of Oakland v. BP P.L.C.: 

City of Oakland v 
BP PLC.pdf

 
 
Skim:  UN Environment Programme (2017): 
The Status of Climate Change Litigation.  
https://wedocs.unep.org/handle/20.500.11822/2
0767. 
 
Additional resource for reference: Columbia’s 
Climate Case Chart database.  
http://climatecasechart.com/.  This is the best 
central repository for summaries and filings of 
climate change litigation. 

Week Three   

Class 5 
Tuesday, April 16 
(RB & CG) 

With the demise of the 
Waxman-Markey 
legislation, the Obama 
Administration was left to 
implement the existing 
Clean Air Act.  The 
centerpiece of Obama’s 
2013 Climate Action Plan 
was EPA’s Clean Power 

The President’s Climate Action Plan, Executive 
Office of the President, June 2013, available at: 
http://www.whitehouse.gov/sites/default/files/i
mage/president27sclimateactionplan.pdf 
 
 

http://blogs2.law.columbia.edu/climate-change-litigation/wp-content/uploads/sites/16/case-documents/2007/20070402_docket-05-1120_opinion.pdf
http://blogs2.law.columbia.edu/climate-change-litigation/wp-content/uploads/sites/16/case-documents/2007/20070402_docket-05-1120_opinion.pdf
http://www.c2es.org/docUploads/waxman-markey-detailed-summary-july2009.pdf
http://www.c2es.org/docUploads/waxman-markey-detailed-summary-july2009.pdf
http://blogs2.law.columbia.edu/climate-change-litigation/wp-content/uploads/sites/16/case-documents/2011/20110620_docket-10%E2%80%93174_opinion.pdf
http://blogs2.law.columbia.edu/climate-change-litigation/wp-content/uploads/sites/16/case-documents/2011/20110620_docket-10%E2%80%93174_opinion.pdf
http://blogs2.law.columbia.edu/climate-change-litigation/wp-content/uploads/sites/16/case-documents/2011/20110620_docket-10%E2%80%93174_opinion.pdf
http://blogs2.law.columbia.edu/climate-change-litigation/wp-content/uploads/sites/16/case-documents/2011/20110620_docket-10%E2%80%93174_opinion.pdf
https://wedocs.unep.org/handle/20.500.11822/20767
https://wedocs.unep.org/handle/20.500.11822/20767
http://climatecasechart.com/
http://www.whitehouse.gov/sites/default/files/image/president27sclimateactionplan.pdf
http://www.whitehouse.gov/sites/default/files/image/president27sclimateactionplan.pdf
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Class Meeting Topic Readings 
Plan, which addresses GHG 
emissions from existing 
electric generating facilities. 

Class 6 
Thursday, April 18 
(CG&WS) 

We’ll discuss Trump’s 
decision to repeal the Clean 
Power Plan (CPP) and other 
climate-related regulations, 
and the procedural and 
substantive limitations on 
his ability to do so.   

Review Trump’s March 28, 2017, Executive 
Order 13783, mandating a review of all existing 
regulations and guidance documents that 
potentially burden the development or use of 
domestically produced energy resources: 
https://www.epa.gov/energy-independence 
 
Review:  Motor Vehicles Manufacturers Ass’n 
v. State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance 
Co., 463 U.S. 29 

Motor Vehicle Mfrs 
Assn of US Inc v Stat      

 
 
EPA overview of proposed Affordable Clean 
Energy (ACE) Rule, the CPP replacement: 
https://www.epa.gov/sites/production/files/2018
-08/documents/ace_overview_0.pdf 
 

Week Four   

Class 7 
Tuesday, April 23 
(RB&WS) 

We’ll continue discussing 
the limitations on Trump’s 
ability to repeal Obama-era 
climate-related regulations. 

Skim “State Attorneys General: 13 Months of 
Critical Actions,” which is now about a year 
old: 
https://gallery.mailchimp.com/8c3272f6ebbb60
24dc1359725/files/fdbd6457-5cff-4672-8bd7-
5cae63ba69aa/Web_Report_StateImpactCenter
_Final.04.pdf 
 
 
Then go to 
https://www.law.nyu.edu/centers/state-
impact/issues/climate-action.  Choose one issue 
that interests you, and come prepared to discuss 
the status of states’ climate change efforts, 
particularly where they’re in opposition to 
federal action. 
 
 
Chevron Deference – Whose Ox Is Gored? 
https://www.energyenvironmentallaw.com/201
9/03/20/trump-track-chevron-deference-whose-
ox-is-gored/ 
 

https://www.epa.gov/energy-independence
https://www.epa.gov/sites/production/files/2018-08/documents/ace_overview_0.pdf
https://www.epa.gov/sites/production/files/2018-08/documents/ace_overview_0.pdf
https://gallery.mailchimp.com/8c3272f6ebbb6024dc1359725/files/fdbd6457-5cff-4672-8bd7-5cae63ba69aa/Web_Report_StateImpactCenter_Final.04.pdf
https://gallery.mailchimp.com/8c3272f6ebbb6024dc1359725/files/fdbd6457-5cff-4672-8bd7-5cae63ba69aa/Web_Report_StateImpactCenter_Final.04.pdf
https://gallery.mailchimp.com/8c3272f6ebbb6024dc1359725/files/fdbd6457-5cff-4672-8bd7-5cae63ba69aa/Web_Report_StateImpactCenter_Final.04.pdf
https://gallery.mailchimp.com/8c3272f6ebbb6024dc1359725/files/fdbd6457-5cff-4672-8bd7-5cae63ba69aa/Web_Report_StateImpactCenter_Final.04.pdf
https://www.law.nyu.edu/centers/state-impact/issues/climate-action
https://www.law.nyu.edu/centers/state-impact/issues/climate-action
https://www.energyenvironmentallaw.com/2019/03/20/trump-track-chevron-deference-whose-ox-is-gored/
https://www.energyenvironmentallaw.com/2019/03/20/trump-track-chevron-deference-whose-ox-is-gored/
https://www.energyenvironmentallaw.com/2019/03/20/trump-track-chevron-deference-whose-ox-is-gored/
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Class Meeting Topic Readings 

Class 8 
Thursday, April 25 
(RB&CG) 

We’ll discuss how climate 
change is considered in 
NEPA analysis, including 
Trump’s rescission of 
guidance adopted by 
Obama’s Council on 
Environmental Quality; and 
the consideration of climate 
change under state 
environmental policy 
legislation.    
 

Obama administration guidance regarding the 
consideration of climate change in NEPA 
analysis was rescinded by Trump’s March 28, 
2017, Executive Order 13783:  
https://www.whitehouse.gov/the-press-
office/2017/03/28/presidential-executive-order-
promoting-energy-independence-and-economi-
1 

Wildearth Guardians v. Zinke, Civil Action No. 
16-1724 (RC) (D.D.C. 2019) (read sections I 
and II(A)(3), and skim the much longer section 
V(B)): 
https://pdf.wildearthguardians.org/support_docs
/Opinion_Westwide_3-19-2019.pdf 

Survey of Climate Change Considerations in 
Federal EISs, Fall 2016 (read the “Executive 
Summary” and Chapter 1, “Introduction”): 
http://columbiaclimatelaw.com/files/2017/02/Ja
in-et-al-2017-02-How-Did-Federal-EISs-
Address-Climate-Change-in-2016.pdf 
 
NEPA/SEPA analysis of Millennium Bulk 
Terminals—Longview, WA:  
http://millenniumbulkeiswa.gov/sepa-eis.html 
 
Review section 5.8.1.6, which discusses all the 
onsite, upstream, and downstream GHG 
emissions resulting from the project.  It shows 
how to do a life-cycle analysis of emissions. It’s 
pretty technical with lots of numbers, so focus 
on the concepts and not the numbers. The rest 
of Section 5.8.1.6 is the discussion of how to 
determine “significance” under SEPA, which is 
pretty important (especially given how hard it is 
to determine significance for GHGs). 
 

Week Five   

Class 9 
Tuesday, April 30 
(CG&WS) 

We’ll begin discussing the 
arc of Washington State 
climate change-related 
legislation over the last 
dozen years, starting with 
the 2006 renewable 
portfolio standard law, 
Initiative 937; and 2008, 

2006: Initiative 937 (WA’s Renewable 
Portfolio Standard):  Review Department of 
Commerce summary.  
https://www.commerce.wa.gov/growing-the-
economy/energy/energy-independence-act/  
 

https://www.whitehouse.gov/the-press-office/2017/03/28/presidential-executive-order-promoting-energy-independence-and-economi-1
https://www.whitehouse.gov/the-press-office/2017/03/28/presidential-executive-order-promoting-energy-independence-and-economi-1
https://www.whitehouse.gov/the-press-office/2017/03/28/presidential-executive-order-promoting-energy-independence-and-economi-1
https://www.whitehouse.gov/the-press-office/2017/03/28/presidential-executive-order-promoting-energy-independence-and-economi-1
https://pdf.wildearthguardians.org/support_docs/Opinion_Westwide_3-19-2019.pdf
https://pdf.wildearthguardians.org/support_docs/Opinion_Westwide_3-19-2019.pdf
http://columbiaclimatelaw.com/files/2017/02/Jain-et-al-2017-02-How-Did-Federal-EISs-Address-Climate-Change-in-2016.pdf
http://columbiaclimatelaw.com/files/2017/02/Jain-et-al-2017-02-How-Did-Federal-EISs-Address-Climate-Change-in-2016.pdf
http://columbiaclimatelaw.com/files/2017/02/Jain-et-al-2017-02-How-Did-Federal-EISs-Address-Climate-Change-in-2016.pdf
https://protect-us.mimecast.com/s/S1mMCn5z6LhljM1DFmxAD5?domain=millenniumbulkeiswa.gov
https://protect-us.mimecast.com/s/Jk2qCo2OXMUlZx1YFoZvKv?domain=5.8.1.6
https://protect-us.mimecast.com/s/Jk2qCo2OXMUlZx1YFoZvKv?domain=5.8.1.6
https://www.commerce.wa.gov/growing-the-economy/energy/energy-independence-act/
https://www.commerce.wa.gov/growing-the-economy/energy/energy-independence-act/
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Class Meeting Topic Readings 
when the Legislature set 
goals and reporting 
requirements for GHG 
reduction but stalled out 
before adopting regional 
cap-and-trade. 
 
We’ll then look at executive 
efforts by Governor Inslee 
while the Legislature was 
divided. 

2008: Washington’s GHG reduction goals and 
reporting requirements: Review Ecology’s 
summary.   
https://apps.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=7
0.235.020 
 
Read Section 1.A. (pages 4-7), “Background – 
Climate Policy Context in Washington,” from 
the 2014 report of the governor’s Carbon 
Emissions Reduction Task Force. 
 

Class 10 
Thursday, May 2 
(RB) 

We’ll continue discussing 
the development of WA 
climate change law, 
particularly the failure of 
two statewide initiatives and 
a major rulemaking.   

Read Seattle Times summaries of Ecology’s 
Clean Air Rule and a judge’s decision striking it 
down (now under appeal to the WA Supreme 
Court). 
 
For political context, skim Ballotpedia articles 
for Initiative 732, a revenue-neutral carbon tax 
rejected by voters in 2016, and Initiative 1631, 
a revenue-positive carbon fee rejected by voters 
in 2018. 
 
Then read bill summaries of each (as prepared 
for the information of the Legislature by its 
non-partisan research staff): 
 
http://leg.wa.gov/House/Committees/OPRGene
ral/Documents/2016/Initiative732Summary.pdf 
 
http://leg.wa.gov/House/Committees/OPRGene
ral/Documents/2018/Initiative1631Summary.pd
f 
 

Week Six   

Class 11 
Tuesday, May 7 
(CG&WS) 

The 2019 WA legislative 
session appears likely to 
produce major climate 
change legislation.  We’ll 
update once the fate of 
pending legislation has been 
determined.     

As a placeholder, here are the Legislature’s 
pages tracking three major bills that are likely 
to pass in some form: 
SB 5166 (100% clean electricity) 
HB 1110 (clean fuel standard) 
SSHB 1257 (energy efficiency in buildings) 
 
And one that is not likely to pass, but could find 
new life next term: 
SB 5981 (cap and trade) 
 

Class 12 
Thursday, May 9 

How can we structure 
markets to reward market 

Review Section III.A.2 (pdf pages 26-29) of Center 
for Biological Diversity v. National Highway 

https://apps.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=70.235.020
https://apps.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=70.235.020
https://www.governor.wa.gov/sites/default/files/documents/CERT_Final_Report.pdf
https://www.seattletimes.com/seattle-news/environment/washington-to-force-states-biggest-carbon-polluters-to-cut-emissions/
https://www.seattletimes.com/seattle-news/environment/washington-to-force-states-biggest-carbon-polluters-to-cut-emissions/
https://www.seattletimes.com/seattle-news/politics/judge-state-cant-enforce-inslee-order-to-cut-greenhouse-gas-emissions/
https://www.seattletimes.com/seattle-news/politics/judge-state-cant-enforce-inslee-order-to-cut-greenhouse-gas-emissions/
https://ballotpedia.org/Washington_Carbon_Emission_Tax_and_Sales_Tax_Reduction,_Initiative_732_(2016)
https://ballotpedia.org/Washington_Initiative_1631,_Carbon_Emissions_Fee_Measure_(2018)
http://leg.wa.gov/House/Committees/OPRGeneral/Documents/2016/Initiative732Summary.pdf
http://leg.wa.gov/House/Committees/OPRGeneral/Documents/2016/Initiative732Summary.pdf
http://leg.wa.gov/House/Committees/OPRGeneral/Documents/2018/Initiative1631Summary.pdf
http://leg.wa.gov/House/Committees/OPRGeneral/Documents/2018/Initiative1631Summary.pdf
http://leg.wa.gov/House/Committees/OPRGeneral/Documents/2018/Initiative1631Summary.pdf
https://app.leg.wa.gov/billsummary?BillNumber=5166&Year=2015&Initiative=False
https://app.leg.wa.gov/billsummary?BillNumber=1110&Initiative=false&Year=2019
https://app.leg.wa.gov/billsummary?BillNumber=1257&Year=2019&Initiative=false
https://app.leg.wa.gov/billsummary?BillNumber=5981&Year=2019&Initiative=false
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Class Meeting Topic Readings 
(WS) actors for reducing 

emissions or sequestering 
carbon?   
 
Lurking within that question 
are a host of others.  What is 
“carbon dioxide 
equivalent”?  How much 
will it cost in the future 
when we emit?  What is the 
value today of avoiding 
those future costs?  And 
how do we pay for that 
value?   
 
We’ll discuss the emergence 
of carbon markets and legal 
struggles over how to value 
carbon emissions.   

Transportation Safety Administration (D.C. Cir. 

2008).

Center for 
Biological Diversity v     

 
 
Re-read Section 5 on the social cost of carbon from 
Executive Order 13783 (see Class 6 above). 
 
Read archived 2016 White House blog regarding 
update to Social Cost of Carbon guidance.  Read 
pages 1-6 and skim the rest of the updated guidance 
document. 
 
Read California cap-and-trade overview and skim 
summary results from most recent quarterly auction. 
 
 

Paper deadline TBD 
– Friday, May 10 vs. 
Monday, May 13 

We’ll determine the exact 
deadline for final papers 
early in the quarter, based 
on class schedule 
preferences. 

 

Week Seven   

Class 13 
Tuesday, May 14 
(RB&CG) 

We’ll review the long road 
from the 1992 United 
Nations Framework 
Convention on Climate 
Change to the 2015 Paris 
Climate Agreement. 

 

Kyoto Protocol to the United Nations 
Framework Convention on Climate Change, 
United Nations, 1998, available at: 
http://unfccc.int/resource/docs/convkp/kpeng.pd
f 
 
Whither the Kyoto Protocol? Durban and 
Beyond, Daniel Bodansky, available at 
http://belfercenter.ksg.harvard.edu/files/Bodans
ky_Viewpoint-Final.pdf 
 
Key legal issues in the 2015 Paris Agreement 
negotiations:   
https://www.c2es.org/site/assets/uploads/2015/0
6/key-legal-issues-2015-climate-agreement.pdf 
 
Here’s an analysis of the ability to withdraw: 
https://www.c2es.org/site/assets/uploads/2016/1
0/legal-note-could-future-president-reverse-us-
approval-paris-agreement.pdf 
 

https://obamawhitehouse.archives.gov/blog/2016/08/26/strengthening-tools-account-damages-greenhouse-gas-emissions-regulatory-analysis
https://obamawhitehouse.archives.gov/sites/default/files/omb/inforeg/scc_tsd_final_clean_8_26_16.pdf
https://obamawhitehouse.archives.gov/sites/default/files/omb/inforeg/scc_tsd_final_clean_8_26_16.pdf
https://www.arb.ca.gov/cc/capandtrade/guidance/cap_trade_overview.pdf
https://www.arb.ca.gov/cc/capandtrade/auction/nov-2018/summary_results_report.pdf
http://unfccc.int/resource/docs/convkp/kpeng.pdf
http://unfccc.int/resource/docs/convkp/kpeng.pdf
http://belfercenter.ksg.harvard.edu/files/Bodansky_Viewpoint-Final.pdf
http://belfercenter.ksg.harvard.edu/files/Bodansky_Viewpoint-Final.pdf
https://www.c2es.org/site/assets/uploads/2015/06/key-legal-issues-2015-climate-agreement.pdf
https://www.c2es.org/site/assets/uploads/2015/06/key-legal-issues-2015-climate-agreement.pdf
https://www.c2es.org/site/assets/uploads/2016/10/legal-note-could-future-president-reverse-us-approval-paris-agreement.pdf
https://www.c2es.org/site/assets/uploads/2016/10/legal-note-could-future-president-reverse-us-approval-paris-agreement.pdf
https://www.c2es.org/site/assets/uploads/2016/10/legal-note-could-future-president-reverse-us-approval-paris-agreement.pdf
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Class Meeting Topic Readings 
 

Class 14 
Thursday, May 16 
(RB&CG) 

We’ll discuss the potential 
effects of Trump’s plans to 
withdraw from the Paris 
Agreement. 

Review the Paris Agreement: 
https://unfccc.int/resource/docs/2015/cop21/eng
/l09.pdf 
 
In addition, here’s a good summary of the Paris 
Agreement: https://www.c2es.org/content/paris-
climate-agreement-qa/ 
 

Week Eight   

Class 15 
Tuesday, May 21 
(CG) 

Guest Speaker:  Reed 
Schuler, former top State 
Department climate change 
staffer under Obama.  
Schuler will address the 
Paris Agreement, the 2014 
U.S.-China climate 
agreement, and his current 
job with Gov. Inslee.  
 

 

Class 16 
Thursday, May 23 
(CG) 

We’ll use this class for 
course evaluation, 
completing any unfinished 
material, and for review.  

 

Final Exam – DATE 
TO BE SUPPLIED 
BY REGISTRAR 

  

 

https://unfccc.int/resource/docs/2015/cop21/eng/l09.pdf
https://unfccc.int/resource/docs/2015/cop21/eng/l09.pdf
https://www.c2es.org/content/paris-climate-agreement-qa/
https://www.c2es.org/content/paris-climate-agreement-qa/
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