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Fall Quarter 2018, William H. Gates Hall #207 
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Professor Dongsheng Zang  
William H. Gates Hall #427 

Tel: (206) 543-0830 | Email: zangd@uw.edu 
Updated: September 19, 2019 

COURSE DESCRIPTION 

• This course serves as an introduction to key concepts and doctrines of public international
law. It covers key concepts like “international treaties,” “sovereignty,” “statehood,” etc. The
course explains these concepts in the context of international governance structures, which
include international organizations like the United Nations, International Court of Justice,
the World Trade Organization, etc.

• This four-credit course, like all courses on campus, tries to find a balance between covering
new topics and classic topics in international law. For this purpose, this course is divided into
the following four parts: Part I. Introduction, which covers analytical frameworks; Part II.
International Governance, which covers basic international organizations; Part III. States
and Statehoods, which covers classic topics sovereignty and statehoods, borders, law of the
sea, and International Court of Justice jurisdiction; Part IV. Global Crises in Social Justice:
Migration. Part IV aims to devote some time and space to a specific issue that is currently
unfolding, though it is not traditionally a topic in an introductory course of international law.

• In this course we will also try to discuss and understand all topics from a historical
perspective. If current international governance structures were established in the aftermath
of the World War II, they are facing a disintegration in recent years—Great Britain’s “Brexit”
and President Trump’s policies are important but definitely not the only drivers of this
disintegration. For historians who study the “long nineteenth-century” international law,
many elements of the disintegration of today (trade wars, migration crises, racism, etc.) look
familiar. Thus we can presumably benefit from history if we are able to learn lessons from the
past. What William Faulkner said years ago rings true to many today: “The past isn’t dead. It
isn’t even past.”

LEARNING OBJECTIVES 

• This course is part of the international law curriculum at the University of Washington
School of Law. Students in the J.D. program have been exposed to the course Transnational
Law, which aims to build the connections between domestic (United States) law with
international law. This course is one step further from Transnational Law by covering basic
concepts and doctrines in the areas of public international law. It serves the same general
learning objectives of international & comparative law curriculum as follows:
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1. In a non-U.S. legal system such as international, civil (continental European, Latin
American, Asian), or Islamic law: 

(a) Identify sources of law and the use of legal materials; and 
(b) Understand significant legal institutions and methods of dispute resolution; and 
(c) Construct legal arguments and evaluate proposed solutions to problems. 

2. Apply critical thinking in examining issues across legal systems.

Specifically, the objective of International Law is to take a further step in achieving these 
goals. Through this course, students are expected to: (a) understand the basic legal concepts 
and frameworks in international law; (b) learn to use these legal concepts, doctrines and 
rules in addressing the issues the global society is facing today; (c) critically examine 
international law from historical perspective. 

REQUIREMENTS AND GRADING STANDARDS 

• Each student is expected to attend and adequately prepare for each class and to actively
participate in class discussion. Final grade, as a measurement of your performance, is
composed of three elements: (a) class preparation; (b) class performance and (c) writing
assignments.

• Class Preparation: Before coming to the class, each student is expected to have read the
required reading materials. If you have questions, doubts, challenges, or desire further
relevant facts or data beyond the reading materials, please do not hesitate to bring them to
class. In order to verify such preparation, each student will be asked to upload a legal brief in
class if reading materials include legal case(s)—if there are more than one cases, students can
choose one case for the legal brief.

A template for such legal brief has been posted on Canvas (“Files” folder). Students upload 
twice: the first time is in class, for the purpose of creating a record of your class participation; 
the second time is after the class, e.g., the night of Tuesdays and Thursdays. The content of 
the second upload is to tell the instructor which part of class discussion or reading materials 
remain unclear.  

If you are “Expert of the Day,” the first time to upload your legal brief is the night before the 
class. The purpose is to let instructor know the questions you may have from the reading 
materials. The second uploading is the same as other students.  

• Class Performance: This is measured by your involvement in class discussion—whether you
perform the duty as the “Expert of the Day,” how active you are in sharing your views and the
quality of your comments. The more active, engaging, and thoughtful you are, the better your
class performance is. While good performance is based on effective comprehension of the
reading materials, critical thinking is equally crucial.

If you are “Expert of the Day,” your duty includes the following: (a) before the class, read the 
reading materials in advance and upload your legal brief the night before the class; (b) in 
class, be prepared for answering questions from the instructor as well as members of the 
class; and (c) after class, upload the legal brief as other students.  

• Take-home Exam: By the end of the course, an eight-hour take-home exam will be taken by
all students.
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• Final Grade: Your final grade for this class will be composed of the following: class
performance (40%) and take-home exam (60%). The take-home exam is not subject to curve.

COURSE MATERIALS 

• For the purpose of this course, no textbook is required. All reading materials will be posted
on the Law School website called Canvas (web link) and no purchase of any other materials is
required. Please contact Ms. Ellen J. Monteith (email: montee@uw.edu, or phone: 206-685-
6950) for assistance.

OFFICE HOURS 

• William H. Gates Hall #427, by appointment.

ACCESS AND ACCOMMODATIONS

• Your experience in this class is important to me. If you have already established
accommodations with Disability Resources for Students (DRS), please communicate your
approved accommodations to me at your earliest convenience so we can discuss your needs
in this course. If you have not yet established services through DRS, but have a temporary
health condition or permanent disability that requires accommodations (conditions include
but are not limited to mental health, attention-related, learning, vision, hearing, physical or
health impacts), you are welcome to contact DRS at 206-543-8924 or uwdrs@uw.edu or
disability.uw.edu. DRS offers resources and coordinates reasonable accommodations for
students with disabilities and/or temporary health conditions. Reasonable accommodations
are established through an interactive process between you, your instructor(s) and DRS. It is
the policy and practice of the University of Washington to create inclusive and accessible
learning environments consistent with federal and state law.

RELIGIOUS ACCOMMODATIONS POLICY 

• Washington State law requires that University of Washington develop a policy for
accommodation of student absences or significant hardship due to reasons of faith or
conscience, or for organized religious activities. The UW’s policy, including more information
about how to request an accommodation, is available at Religious Accommodations Policy
(web link). Accommodations must be requested within the first two weeks of this course
using the Religious Accommodations Request form (web link).

COURSE SCHEDULE 
PART I. INTRODUCTION 

Tuesday 
09/24 

Introduction 

§1. The Crisis of Global Order: Trade War as an 
Example 

o Learning Objectives: to think about the
current state of affairs in international
law.

No reading assignment for the first day. In class, 
we will think about the following questions 
together: 
o What is the most pressing issue that the global

society is facing today?
o List the international law or treaties that the

United States has withdrawn from;
o What is the future of international order?

https://canvas.uw.edu/courses/1321853
https://canvas.uw.edu/courses/1321853
mailto:lea1010@uw.edu
mailto:lea1010@uw.edu
https://registrar.washington.edu/staffandfaculty/religious-accommodations-policy/
https://registrar.washington.edu/staffandfaculty/religious-accommodations-policy/
https://registrar.washington.edu/students/religious-accommodations-request/
https://registrar.washington.edu/students/religious-accommodations-request/
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Thursday 
09/26 

§2. Analytical Frameworks 
 

o Learning Objectives: to appreciate 
different perspectives of international 
law. The first piece explains idealism 
and internationalism in Woodrow 
Wilson’s America; the second piece 
explains the Third World perspective of 
international law, which reflects the 
post-colonial critique of international 
law.  

o Tony Smith, Why Wilson Matters: The Origin 
of American Liberal Internationalism and Its 
Crisis Today (Princeton: 2017), Introduction. 

 
o Antony Anghie, “Finding the Peripheries: 

Sovereignty and Colonialism in Nineteenth-
Century International Law,” 40 Harvard 
International Law Journal 1 (Winter 1999, 
No.1) (excerpts). 

 

 
 
PART II. POST-WAR INTERNATIONAL GOVERNANCE 
 

Tuesday 
10/01 

§1. Treaties as Source of International Law 
 

o Learning Objectives: To understand 
international treaties reflects the 
fundamental structures of 
international governance. 

 

o The Peace of Westphalia (1648) 
o The Treaty of Paris (1783) 
o Ware v. Hylton, 3 U.S. (3 Dall.) 199 (1796) 

(excepts). 
 
 

Thursday 
10/03 

§2. From the League of Nations to the United 
Nations 
 

o Learning Objectives: One key 
structural change in the post-World 
War II was the formation of the United 
Nations. International organization is 
the feature of international governance 
during the 1950s and 1960s. 

  

o Charter of the United Nations (1945) 
o Richard Edis, “A Job Well Done: The Founding 

of the United Nations Revisited,” 6 Cambridge 
Review of International Affairs 29 (1992). 

  

Tuesday 
10/08 

§3. Trade and Financial Institutions 
 

o Learning objectives: In the post-World 
War II structure, trade and finance was 
restructured by three institutions: the 
GATT, IMF and the World Bank 
institutions. These institutions were 
designed from the lessons learned in 
the recent past in Europe. 

 

o Benn Steil, The Battle of Bretton Woods: John 
Maynard Keynes, Harry Dexter White, and 
the Making of a New World Order (Princeton: 
2013). The author’s talk based on the book, 
video clip on YouTube, link (uploaded on 
Canvas) 

 
o WTO Panel Report, European Communities—

Measures affecting Trade in Commercial 
Vessels (WT/DS301/R), adopted in June 2005 
(excerpts). 

 
Thursday 

10/10 
§4. International Justice: War Crimes and 
Human Rights Regimes 
 

o Learning Objectives: The Nuremberg 
Trial and the Tokyo Trial represented a 
new perspective of international law. 

o The Nuremberg Trial Judgment 1946.  
o The Iran ICJ case 2018. 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FLse54Eobk4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FLse54Eobk4
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For the first time, individuals were 
held responsible for “acts of state”.  

 

Tuesday 
10/15 

§5. The Global Social Organizations: Soft Law 
 

o Learning Objectives: In the post-World 
War II era, “development” was a main 
theme behind some of the key 
institutions in the United Nations: 
UNDP (United Nations Development 
Program), World Health Organization, 
etc. 

 

o Paris Agreement, 2015; 
o Daniel Bodansky, “The Paris Climate Change 

Agreement: A New Hope,” 110 American 
Journal of International Law 288 (Apr. 2016, 
No.2); 

  

 
PART III. STATES AND STATEHOOD 
 

Thursday 
10/17 

§1. Sovereignty 
 

o Learning Objectives: 
Sovereignty is the foundation in 
international law, for both 
liberal internationalism and its 
critics.  

 

o The Case of the S.S. Lotus, PCIJ 1927; 
o Schooner Exchange v. McFaddon, 11 U.S. 116 (1812). 
 

Tuesday 
10/22 

§2. Statehood: Catalonia, Quebec, and 
Ireland 
 

o Learning Objectives: Statehood 
is a question of who decides the 
formation of sovereign state.  

o Prime Minister v. Parliament of Catalonia, Spanish 
Constitutional Court, Oct. 17, 2017; 

o ICJ Advisory Opinion, Independence of Kosovo, July 
22, 2010. 

 

Thursday 
10/24 

§3. Border Disputes 
 

o Learning Objectives: Lotus 
(1927) is the classical case in 
international law.  

 

o ICJ Advisory Opinion, Construction of a Wall in the 
Occupied Palestinian Territory, July 9, 2004. 

 

Tuesday 
10/29 

§4. Law of the Sea 
 

o Learning Objectives: China’s 
dispute with the Philippines on 
the question of South China Sea 
islands.  

 

o In the Matter of the South China Sea Arbitration, PCA 
Case No.2013-19, July 12, 2016 (excerpts). 

Thursday 
10/31 

§5. Regulatory Border in Cyberspace 
 

o Learning Objectives: 
Cyberspace poses new 
questions to international law 
regarding regulatory space.  

 

o Schrems v. Data Protection Commissioner, Case C-
362/14, ECJ, October 6, 2015; 

o United States v. Netyksho, Indictment, July 13, 2018, 
District of Columbia; 

o Optional: Antonia Chayes, “Rethinking Warfare: The 
Ambiguity of Cyber Attacks,” 6 Harvard National 
Security Journal 474 (2015) (excerpts).  

 
Tuesday 

11/05 
§6. Reclaiming Sovereignty from ICJ 
 

o Learning Objectives: The 
United States’ withdrawal from 
the International Court of 
Justice.  

 

o Case: ICJ, Mexico v. United States (Mar. 31, 2004) 
(excerpts). 

o Case: United States Supreme Court, Medellin v. Texas, 
552 U.S. 491 (2008) (excerpts). 
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PART IV. GLOBAL CRISES IN SOCIAL JUSTICE: MIGRATION 
 

Thursday 
11/07 

§1. Crises of the Social 
 

o Learning Objectives: We are currently 
facing global crises in migration. 
What is driving migration? The 
immediate reason is climate change. 
These two chapters explains how.  
 

o Christian Parenti, Tropic of Chaos: Climate 
Change and the New Geography of Violence 
(2011), Chapters 14 & 15. 

Tuesday 
11/12 

§2. Refugees on US Borders 
 

o Learning Objectives: How does U.S. 
law respond to global migration?  

 

o General Picture: Daniel Ghezelbash, Refuge 
Lost: Asylum Law in an Interdependent World 
(2018): excerpts from Chapters 3 and 6; 

o Case: United States Supreme Court, Jennings 
v. Rodriguez, No. 15-1204, Feb. 27, 2018; 

o Case: Human Rights First and International 
Scholars, Amici Curiae Brief to the Supreme 
Court, Jennings v. Rodriguez, No. 15-1204.  

 
Thursday 

11/14 
§3. Refugees at European Borders 
 

o Learning Objectives: How does 
European Union law respond to 
global migration? 

 
 

o Genera Picture on International Law: 
Marjoleine Zieck, “Refugees and the Right to 
Freedom of Movement: From Flight to 
Return,” 39 Michigan Journal of International 
Law 1 (Winter 2018, No.1) (excerpts); 

o Case: European Court of Human Rights, 
Khlaifia v. Italy, Dec. 15, 2016. 

 

Tuesday 
11/19 

§4. Refugees in Asia 
 

o Learning Objectives:  
 

o Nour Mohammad, “The Problem of Rohingya 
Refugees in Bangladesh: A Critical Analysis,” 5 
Kathmandu School of Law Review 14 (Nov. 
2017, No.2).  

Thursday 
11/21 

§5. Neoliberal Economic Order and Global 
Migration 
 

o Learning Objectives: The neoliberal 
economic order as reflected in WTO 
is the best explanation of the current 
global migration.  

 

o Armando Ibarra, Alfredo Carlos & Rodolfo D. 
Torres, The Latino Question: Politics, 
Laboring Classes and the Next Left (2018), 
Chapter 1.  

Tuesday 
11/26 

Guest Lecture 
 

 

Thursday 
11/28 

(No class. Thanksgiving holiday)  

Tuesday 
12/03 

(last day) 

Review. o No reading assignment.  

 


