
DOCTORAL DISSERTATION SEMINAR 

   Law B558, 2 cr, Autumn 2019 & 2cr, Winter 2020 

Fri, 10.30 am-12.20 pm, Room 441, William H. Gates Hall 

  

Course Description 

            This course aims to provide a general introduction to the basic analytical 
frameworks and methodology for doctoral students in their preparation for the 
doctoral dissertation.  The seminar covers a brief survey of doctrinal-analytical 
frameworks which provides a general picture of hardcore legal analysis methods; 
and a brief survey of 'law and . . .' areas of study, including law and society, law 
and economics, law and history, etc.  (Elsewhere, doctoral students also briefly 
survey types and styles of dissertations in the past, as well as key issues in 
advanced legal writing.)  The Doctoral Dissertation Seminar is structured with a 
strong emphasis of community building for a group of emerging legal scholars 
with a wide range of research interests and great diversity in background.  For 
such an intellectual community to be vibrant and nurturing, the students must 
learn and practice the skills of articulating and critiquing each other's views.  The 
goal of this seminar is to provide the necessary exposure for such a common 
language and common reference framework.      

            Content and Method: This two-quarter-long course aims to provide a general 
introduction to the basic analytic frameworks and methodology for first-year doctoral 
students in preparation for their doctoral dissertation. The Doctoral Dissertation Seminar 
is designed in coordination with Law B554/JSIS 595, Research Tutorial, by Professor 
Saadia Pekkanen, and with Law A595, Jurisprudence, by Professor Walter Walsh, and 
with all other required courses in the Ph.D. in Law curriculum, which is designed to 
prepare doctoral students to become intellectual leaders in the future. This seminar is 
structured with a strong emphasis of community building for a group of young and bright 
legal scholars with a wide range of research interests and diversity in background. For 
such an intellectual community to be vibrant and nurturing, the students must learn and 
practice the skills of articulating and critiquing each other’s views. The goal of this 
seminar is to provide the necessary exposure for such a common language and 
common reference framework. 

              All first-year doctoral students are required to be enrolled in this seminar. 
Current doctoral students in the UW law school or in other UW departments may 
contact instructors if they are interested in attending the seminar. The weekly assigned 
readings and texts are posted on our UW Canvas course website Doctoral 
Dissertation Seminar https://canvas.uw.edu/courses/1118606.  In addition to the 
assigned texts on our UW Canvas course website, each week over both quarters we 
will read and discuss an accompanying extract from our required book Julius 
Getman, In the Company of Scholars: The Struggle for the Soul of Higher 
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Education (2011), which you can pick up at the University Bookstore (or as an ebook 
from Google Books). 

            Pedagogical Goals and Objectives: The focus of the Autumn Quarter Doctoral 
Dissertation Seminar is a brief survey of doctrinal-analytical frameworks which provides 
a general picture of hardcore legal analysis methods; the focus of the Winter Quarter 
seminar is a brief survey of 'law and . . .' areas of study.  So in this two-quarter seminar 
the doctoral student will be confronted with a wide and deep range of basic legal 
theory.  Goals include discussing: 

               Autumn Quarter Seminar                                                                      Winter 
Quarter Seminar 

What is law?                                                                                        What are law and 
society studies 

What is law as science or prophecy?                                               What is law and 
economics? 

What is law as interpretation?                                                           What is 
comparative law? 

What is legal realism?                                                                         What is law and 
history? 

What is legal process theory?                                                            What is law and? 

What is law's empire? 

What is discourse theory? 

What are critical and postcolonial legal theory? 

            Instructor: Associate Professor Dr. Walter J. Walsh teaches law and 
constitutional history at the School of Law and in the Law, Societies and Justice (LSJ) 
Program at the University of Washington.  He holds law degrees from University 
College Dublin (B.C.L.), Yale University (LL.M.), and Harvard University (S.J.D.), where 
he wrote his doctoral dissertation on early human rights advocacy, and has practiced 
and taught law in Europe and in the United States.  Professor Walsh has also trained in 
his native Dublin, Ireland, at the Incorporated Law Society, and in Strasbourg, France, 
at the Institut Internationale des Droits des l’Hommes.  He is a founding faculty member 
and teaches each summer in the LSJ European Law & Society Program at the UW 
Rome Center. 

            Requirements and Assessment: 

            The Seminar is a graded course.  You will be graded based on three elements: 
weekly posted responses (50%), class participation (10%) and a final reflection paper 
with accompanying presentation (40%). 



i) Required Course Website Postings, required response to each weekly reading 
assignment, no later than noon on Wednesday before our Friday class discussion, 
minimum 500 words per week (for 50% of final grade); 

            PLUS 

ii) Class Participation in online and classroom discussions (for 10% of final grade); 

            PLUS 

iii) 12-page final reflection paper on any topic, selected by student with instructor’s 
approval by end of Winter Quarter Week 2 , and due last day of Winter Quarter exam 
period (for 40% of final grade).  Your paper should cite some or all of our Doctoral 
Dissertation Seminar readings, and explain how this seminar altered your thinking or 
scholarly approach to your subject of interest. 

           Grades for both Autumn and Winter quarters will be filed at the end of the Winter 
term.  You will be assigned a single overall grade based on your total participation and 
performance throughout the entire seminar; that grade will be applied to both 
quarters.  This means that you will be given a placeholder “incomplete” for the Autumn 
Quarter.  If this poses a hardship for you due to an external requirement (i.e., a 
scholarship) for quarterly grades, we can assign a provisional grade through the 
Academic Services department.  Any provisional grade, however, is not binding on the 
actual final grade that might be assigned. 

Elements i) & ii) Class Participation, Attendance, Response Papers 

              The majority of your grade (60%) is based on your classroom participation 
combined with your weekly response papers.  The highest grades will be reserved for 
those who prepare exceptionally and participate actively.  In order to participate, of 
course, you will need to attend every class.  The best preparations and participation will 
be demonstrated by an engagement with the material that goes beyond simply 
completing the assigned readings; we hope to see you reaching new heights in 
articulating your positions, probing scholarly thought, and constructively critiquing the 
positions of others. 

               Starting in Autumn Week 2, the weekly response papers will be due each 
week by noon on the Wednesday before class.  These papers are mostly meant for you 
to engage your own thoughts and organize them effectively.  Your instructor will, 
however, consider them in combination with grading your classroom and 
online participation.  The best papers will demonstrate close reading, careful thought, 
and extension of the ideas presented to your own experience and knowledge.  We will 
highlight the best of these in our class discussions. 

Element iii): Final Reflection Paper and Presentation 

                The remainder of your grade (40%) will be determined by your final reflection 
paper and presentation.  It is meant as an opportunity for you to freely explore a subject 
that is of great interest to you, using whatever legal method(s) from the Seminar you 
think best apply.  We hope you will use this paper as a way to think broadly about your 



subject.   We also hope you will take it as an opportunity to consider experimenting with 
approaches new to you.   

                 The final reflection paper is an approximately 12-page paper involving 
original research and analysis of some aspect of your area of interest.  Please use 
the law-review-style template and use the Blue Book citation style.  For purposes of this 
assignment, in your final reflection paper include a discussion explaining how the 
methodological reading we have done in this class influenced your research and 
analysis (the kinds of questions you asked, your argument, and your conclusion). 

                   In the last weeks of the Winter term, we have scheduled presentation of 
your final reflection papers during the regular class time.  You will be expected to 
present your paper for 15 minutes in a well prepared, professional manner as if you 
were delivering the paper at a conference.  There will be a question and answer 
period.  You will be expected to attend all presentations and to participate actively in the 
questioning. 

                   Office hours: My office hours are Tuesdays & Thursdays from 3.30-4.30 pm 
in Room 308.  Or speak to me during our Friday class to pick any other time you need 
to meet. 

Access and Accommodations: 

Your experience in this class is important to me. If you have already established 
accommodations with Disability Resources for Students (DRS), please communicate 
your approved accommodations to me at your earliest convenience so we can discuss 
your needs in this course. 

If you have not yet established services through DRS, but have a temporary health 
condition or permanent disability that requires accommodations (conditions include but 
are not limited to mental health, attention-related, learning, vision, hearing, physical or 
health impacts), you are welcome to contact DRS at 206-543-8924 
or uwdrs@uw.edu or disability.uw.edu. DRS offers resources and coordinates 
reasonable accommodations for students with disabilities and/or temporary health 
conditions. Reasonable accommodations are established through an interactive process 
between you, your instructor(s) and DRS. It is the policy and practice of the University of 
Washington to create inclusive and accessible learning environments consistent with 
federal and state law. 

Religious Accommodations: 

Washington state law requires that UW develop a policy for accommodation of student 
absences or significant hardship due to reasons of faith or conscience, or for organized 
religious activities. The UW’s policy, including more information about how to request an 
accommodation, is available at Religious Accommodations 
Policy (https://registrar.washington.edu/staffandfaculty/religious-accommodations-
policy/). Accommodations must be requested within the first two weeks of this course 
using the Religious Accommodations Request 
form (https://registrar.washington.edu/students/religious-accommodations-request/).  
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AUTUMN QUARTER COURSE SCHEDULE 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

University of Washington School of Law 

Professor Walsh, Autumn 2019 & Winter 2020 

            

AUTUMN WEEK 1 

Fri, 9/27, read and post on: 

1. What Is Law? 

and assigned documentary sources posted on our UW Canvas course 
website Doctoral Dissertation Seminar https://canvas.uw.edu/courses/1118606 

Thomas Hobbes, A Dialogue Between a Philosopher and a Student of the Common 
Laws 

(Views of law, constitution and history in late 17th century England) 

Julius Getman, In the Company of Scholars: The Struggle for the Soul of Higher 
Education (University of Texas Press 2011), Preface, Acknowledgments, Interviews, 
pages ix-xvi 

  

AUTUMN WEEK 2 

Fri, 10/4, read and post on: 

2. Law as Science or Prophecy 

and assigned documentary sources posted on our UW Canvas course website: 

Christopher Columbus Langdell, Selection of Cases on the Law of Contracts (1879), 
Preface 

(Langdell’s “science of law”) 

Oliver Wendell Holmes, Jr., The Path of the Law, 10 Harvard Law Review 457 (1897). 

(Holmes: what is the “bad man” theory of law?  Holmes: logic and experience in law) 

Julius Getman, In the Company of Scholars, Chapter 1, The Attraction of Academic Life, 
pages 1-14 

  

AUTUMN WEEK 3 

Fri, 10/11, read and post on: 
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3. Law as Interpretation 

and assigned documentary sources posted on our UW Canvas course website: 

Edward Levi, An Introduction to Legal Reasoning, 15 University of Chicago Law Review 
501 (1948) 

(What does Levi’s long article tell you about legal reasoning?) 

Julius Getman, In the Company of Scholars, Chapter 2, The Basic Academic Processes 
and the Search for Meaning: The Conflict between Elitist and Egalitarian Values, pages 
15-35 

  

AUTUMN WEEK 4 

Fri, 10/18, read and post on: 

4. Legal Realism 

and assigned documentary sources posted on our UW Canvas course website: 

Karl N. Llewellyn, The Common Law Tradition: Deciding Appeals, Boston, MA: Little, 
Brown (1960) 

(What is the effect of legal realism upon legal formalism?) 

Julius Getman, In the Company of Scholars, Chapter 2, The Basic Academic Processes 
and the Search for Meaning: The Conflict between Elitist and Egalitarian Values, pages 
35-55 

  

AUTUMN WEEK 5 

Fri, 10/25, read and post on: 

5. Legal Process Theory 

and assigned documentary sources posted on our UW Canvas course website: 

Henry M. Hart, Jr. & Albert M. Sacks, The Legal Process: Basic Process, Basic 
Problems in the Making and Application of Law (William Eskridge & Phillip Frickey eds.), 
Westbury, NY: Foundation Press (1994) 

(What does “legal process” mean?  What is the connection between American Legal 
Realism and the Legal Process School?) 

Julius Getman, In the Company of Scholars, Chapter 2, The Basic Academic Processes 
and the Search for Meaning: The Conflict between Elitist and Egalitarian Values, pages 
55-72 

  



AUTUMN WEEK 6 

Fri, 11/1, read and post on: 

6. Concepts and Conceptions 

and assigned documentary sources posted on our UW Canvas course website: 

Ronald Dworkin, Law’s Empire, Cambridge, MA: The Belknap Press of Harvard 
University Press (1986), pp.45-86 

(What is Law's Empire?) 

Julius Getman, In the Company of Scholars, Chapter 3, The Relationship of Faculty to 
Academic Institutions, pages 73-90 

  

AUTUMN WEEK 7 

Fri, 11/8, No Class 

Happy Veteran's Day! 

  

AUTUMN WEEK 8 

Fri, 11/15, read and post on: 

7. Discourse Theory 

and assigned documentary sources posted on our UW Canvas course website: 

Duncan Kennedy, Form and Substance in Private Law Adjudication, 89 Harvard Law 
Review 1685 (1976) 

(Questions to think about: 

(a) What are the advantages and disadvantages of "formally realizable" rules? 

(b) would standards be able to overcome the disadvantages of the rules? Why the 
"social engineering" and "social science approach" (something similar to the legal 
process school) are not adequate to address the problems? 

(c) why did the author claim form and substance cannot be separated?  Can you give 
an example from an area of law that you 

are familiar with? 

(d) what does the "unresolvable conflict" (p.1712) mean for the legal system as a 
whole?) 



Julius Getman, In the Company of Scholars, Chapter 3, The Relationship of Faculty to 
Academic Institutions, pages 90-110 

  

AUTUMN WEEK 9                                                         

Fri, 11/22, No Class 

Happy Thanksgiving! 

  

AUTUMN WEEK 10 

Fri, 11/29, read and post on: 

8. Critical Theory and Postcolonial Theory 

and assigned documentary sources posted on our UW Canvas course website: 

William Sampson’s Discourse on the Common Law (New York 1823) 

(What is the common law?  What are codes?  What is a constitution?) 

Julius Getman, In the Company of Scholars, Chapter 3, The Relationship of Faculty to 
Academic Institutions, pages 110-29 

  

AUTUMN WEEK 11 

Fri, 12/6, No Class 

 End of Quarter 

FINAL REFLECTION PAPER DUE LAST DAY OF WINTER EXAM PERIOD (March) 

                Assessment: 

i) Required Course Website Postings, required response to each assigned reading, no 
later than noon Wednesday before our Friday class discussion, minimum 500 words per 
week (for 50% of final grade); 

PLUS 

ii) Class Participation in online and classroom discussions (for 10% of final grade); 

PLUS 

iii) 12-page Final Reflection Paper on any topic, selected by student with instructor’s 
approval by end of Winter Quarter Week 2, and due last day of Autumn Quarter exam 
period (for 40% of final grade).  Your paper should cite some or all of our Doctoral 
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Dissertation Seminar readings, and explain how this seminar altered your thinking or 
scholarly approach to your subject of interest. 

            The Course Readings, and accompanying Documentary Sources: Your weekly 
readings for the coming week are posted on our UW Canvas course website Doctoral 
Dissertation Seminar. The structure of this class requires that we all read the text 
together, and that you post your simultaneous reactions to each reading at the same 
time.  In addition to the assigned texts on our UW Canvas course website, each week 
over both quarters we will read and discuss an accompanying extract from our required 
book Julius Getman,  In the Company of Scholars: The Struggle for the Soul of 
Higher Education (2011), which you can pick up at the University Bookstore (or as an 
ebook from Google Books). 

            Posting Requirement: On our UW Canvas course website, you must post 
something no later than noon Wednesday before our Friday class, leading our 
discussion and showing that you have carefully read and considered the assigned 
texts.  For clarity, please open and label your own new reply for each class day.  For 
this purpose, every week you should write and post at least 2 double-spaced pages of 
your own thoughts (500 words or more).  What should you write about? The choice is 
yours: you may ask and discuss your own question raised by the materials. In the 
replies, you will hear the reactions of other readers and you will have the opportunity to 
engage directly with those who have raised their own questions. 

            Draft Presentation: In the Winter Quarter Seminar, you will post the 1st Draft of 
your 12 page final reflection paper on our course website for all of us to read and query. 
During the following week, you will discuss your draft work-in-progress with our class, 
so that when you submit it later your final paper takes into account any written or 
classroom perspectives or information that you consider germane. 
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