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Law B597 B: Washington Law Review Seminar 

Autumn 2019 & Winter 2020 
 

Professor: 

Hugh Spitzer, Room 421, spith@uw.edu 

Lead Notes & Comments Editors: 
Ria Kuruvilla rkuruvilla@washlrev.org 

Maggie Wykowski mwykowski@washlrev.org 

Class Meetings: Selected Thursdays from 5:30 to 6:30 in Room 207 

(See schedule below for class meeting dates. The official course schedule 

lists the class as meeting from 5:30 to 6:20, but an extra 10 minutes has 

been added to ensure sufficient class time.) 

 

General Course Structure and Objectives: 

This course is a two-credit seminar designed to support and challenge you as you write a note 

or comment for the Washington Law Review. This substantial scholarly research paper gives you 

an opportunity to explore a topic of interest from start to finish, think critically about the 

current law, and consider future developments. Writing at this level is inherently challenging 

and time-consuming. However, the process will significantly improve your writing and your 

understanding of the law, and it might give you an opportunity to make a real difference in a 

specific field of law. The seminar will focus on topic selection, research, and drafting. 

 

Course Structure and Grading: 

This is a graded course with multiple assignments. The final grade is recorded after Winter 

Quarter. Your final grade will be based on substance and timely submission (by 5 p.m.) of the 

assignments on the following dates: 

 

Checkpoints*  

#1 Outline and Sources (November 20) 10% 

#2 Outline of Background (January 7) 5% 

#3 Draft of Background (January 13) 10% 

#4 Draft of Analysis (February 12) 15% 

#5 First Complete Draft (February 17) 20% 
 60% 

“Final” Draft  

Final Full Draft (February 29) 30% 

 

Class Participation 
Including class attendance, engagement, 

and checkpoints, professionalism, consistent 

progress, preparedness for conferences, 

and effort. 10% 
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The seminar includes class discussions, small-group exercises, and individual conferences to 

help you develop your note or comment. Written “checkpoint” assignments are graded 

primarily on evidence of effort and on timely submission. Because these checkpoints are part 

of the process of finishing a “final” draft, which will then need further polishing after you 

complete this seminar, your grade is based primarily on the effort and progress you make 

toward finishing the draft rather than the specific content or the quality of your writing. 

(However, sloppy writing due to lack of time and effort does not help your grade!) 

 

Note: Though much of the grading will focus on effort and progress, the seminar is designed 

to ensure that by the end of Winter Quarter, everyone will produce a piece of scholarship that 

is close to publishable quality. A reasonable expenditure of time and effort should be sufficient 

to reach that goal. Planning and time management are keys to success. You must adequately 

complete all aspects of the course to receive credit. 

 

Seminar grading is not subject to the mandatory curve. Successful students will turn in 

assignments on time, demonstrate superior academic performance, and actively participate. 

Final seminar grades will likely range from B+ to A, with most grades in the A or A- range. 

 

 

Autumn Quarter 

Goals: Work with a 3L adviser to select a topic, begin researching, develop a tentative thesis, 

and then create and discuss a draft outline. By the end of Autumn Quarter you should be 

prepared to spend much of your winter break independently researching and writing to stay 

on track for your Winter Quarter goal. 

DATE ASSIGNMENT TOPICS 

Session 1 

Oct. 3 

Read an assigned WLR note or 

comment. Review the associated 

discussion questions. 

• Overview of the course 

• Intro to scholarly writing: Why 

publication can really make a difference 

• What makes a piece really “work”? 

• How to move from “topic” to “thesis” 

Session 2 

Oct. 17 

Come to class with some idea of a topic, 

or at least an area of law. 

• Discussion of good and bad topics 

• Tips for checking on preemption 

• Panel of 3Ls who published 

Conferences 

Nov. 7 

Nov. 14 

Individual scheduled meetings with 

Prof. Spitzer during class time. 

If you cannot make any of the meeting 

sessions, contact Professor Spitzer to 

arrange a different time between 10/28 

and 11/21. 

• Individual help with topic selection 

Session 3 (Checkpoint #1 is Nov. 20 (10 pts)) • What should be in an outline 
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Nov. 21 Your topic should be settled by now. 

Bring a skeletal outline and five key 

sources to class. Upload to Canvas 

before class. 

• Small-group review of outlines 

• Feedback & debriefing of outlines 

• Discussion of the research process 

 
Winter Quarter 

Goals: Complete a “final” draft of your note or comment by the end of February. Be in 

position to polish your draft note or comment for publication. 

DATE ASSIGNMENT TOPICS 

 
Winter Goal 

 
Complete final draft of Note or Comment by end of Winter Quarter classes 

Session 4 

Jan. 9 

(Checkpoint #2 is Jan. 7 (5pts)) 

On CANVAS, by Jan. 7 submit a 

detailed outline and an initial draft 

of your Background section. 

• Group review of background sections 

 
Jan. 13 

(Checkpoint #3 is Jan. 13 (10 pts)) 

Draft Background section due by 5:00pm on Jan. 13. Submit via email to your 

3L Editor and on Canvas. 

Note: This Checkpoint is due on a Monday. 

Session 5 

Jan. 16 

In lieu of class, scheduled one-on- 

one meetings with 3L Editors. 

• Transitioning from Background to 

Analysis 

• Meetings with Editors 

Session 6 

Feb. 6 

Bring work-in-progress to class • Q & A on drafting and revising 

Introduction, Conclusion, and 

Abstract sections 

• Group review of Introductions 

No sessions on January 23 or January 30. 

Schedule a check-in conference with your 3L Comments Editor or with 

Professor Spitzer during this time. 

 
Feb. 12 

Checkpoint #4 (15pts) 

Draft Analysis section due by 5:00pm. Submit via email to your 3L Editor and 

on Canvas. 
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Session 7 

Feb. 20 

Class to Support your writing! • Citation/footnote workshop 

(Guest speaker: The one-and-only 

Professor David Ziff) 

 
Feb. 17 

Checkpoint #5 (15pts) 

First full draft due to your 3L Editor and on Canvas by 5:00pm on Monday, 

February 17. 

Session 8 

Feb. 27 

Meeting(s) if and as necessary  

 
Feb. 29 

Final Draft (30pts) 

Final Full Draft due to your 3L Editor and on Canvas by 5:00pm, on Saturday, 

February 29 (One large step for “Leap Day”!) 

 

Useful Additional Resources: 
 

Gallagher Law Library Research Guides, Guide for Law Journal Students,  

http://guides.lib.uw.edu/c.php?g=498829&p=3415456 
 

Purdue University Online Writing Lab (OWL), The Writing Process,  

https://owl.purdue.edu/owl/general_writing/the_writing_process/index.html 
 

Jessica L. Clark & Kristen E. Murray, Scholarly Writing: Ideas, Examples, and Execution (2d ed. 2012), 

KF250 .C528 2012 at Reference Area. 

 

Elizabeth Fajans & Mary R. Falk, Scholarly Writing for Law Students: Seminar Papers, Law Review Notes and 

Law Review Competition Papers (4th ed. 2011), KF250.F35 2011 at Reference Area. 

 

Eugene Volokh, Academic Legal Writing: Law Review Articles, Student Notes, Seminar Papers, and Getting on 

Law Review (4th ed. 2010), KF250.V6 2010 at Reference Area. 

 

Access and Accommodations: 

Your experience in this class is important to me. If you have already established accommodations with 

Disability Resources for Students (DRS), please communicate your approved accommodations to me at 

your earliest convenience so we can discuss your needs. 

 

If you have not yet established services through DRS, but have a temporary health condition or 

permanent disability that requires accommodations (conditions include but not limited to; mental 

health, attention-related, learning, vision, hearing, physical or health impacts), you are welcome to 

contact DRS at 011 Mary Gates Hall or 206-543-8924 or uwdrs@uw.edu or disability.uw.edu. The DRS 

staff offers resources and coordinates reasonable accommodations for students with disabilities and/or 

temporary health conditions.  Reasonable accommodations are established through an interactive 

process between you, your instructor(s) and DRS.  It is the policy and practice of the University of 

Washington to create inclusive and accessible learning environments consistent with federal and state 

law. 

 

http://guides.lib.uw.edu/c.php?g=498829&amp;p=3415456
http://guides.lib.uw.edu/c.php?g=498829&amp;p=3415456
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http://depts.washington.edu/uwdrs/
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Religious Accommodations: 

Washington state law requires that UW develop a policy for accommodation of student absences or 

significant hardship due to reasons of faith or conscience, or for organized religious activities. The 

UW’s policy, including more information about how to request an accommodation, is available at 

Religious Accommodations Policy (https://registrar.washington.edu/staffandfaculty/religious-

accommodations-policy/). Accommodations must be requested within the first two weeks of this 

course using the Religious Accommodations Request form 

(https://registrar.washington.edu/students/religious-accommodations-request/).  
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