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 Introduction to Law  

Law 300A/Management 200A 
Summer Quarter 2018  

William Covington, Senior Lecturer  
Class Times/Location: Monday-Thursday, 10:50 a.m.-Noon 

June 18-August 17  

Room 119, William H. Gates Hall   

 

Overview 
Welcome to Introduction to Law. We will spend the next nine weeks examining the 

American legal system and exploring aspects of: 

 Civil procedure;  

 Constitutional law;  

 Contract law; 

 Criminal law and criminal procedure; 

 Property law;  

 Tort law; and 

 Special legislation governing business (time permitting). 

Read this syllabus with care and do not hesitate to contact me with your questions.  

 

Who I Am 

My name is William Covington; I hold the rank of senior lecturer and have been teaching 

at the University of Washington School of Law (UW Law) since 2003. Prior to coming to 

UW Law I practiced as a corporate lawyer and taught in several Washington State 

community colleges.  

 

How to Contact Me 

William Covington  

Room 242, William H. Gates Hall  

(206) 616-4481(Office), (206) 661-6293 (Cellular) covinw@uw.edu 

Assistant: Robin Gianattasio (206) 221-3537 robing@uw.edu  

 

When I Can Be Found in My Office 

My office hours are on Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Thursdays from 9:30-11:30 a.m.; I am 

available at other times by appointment. There may be occasions when outside 

commitments prevent me from being present during normally scheduled office hours. I 

encourage you to come by my office and talk with me about the course any time you feel 

the need. I welcome telephone calls. 

 

The Required Text and Supplemental Materials  

The textbook for this course was written by Jay M. Feinman and is titled: “Law 101, 

Everything You Need to Know About American Law,” 4th edition (Feinman). The text is 

available at the University Bookstore and is, or soon will be, on reserve in the law school 

library. 

 

 

mailto:covinw@uw.edu
mailto:robing@uw.edu
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On occasion I use supplemental materials such as news articles, cases and/or discussion 

problems to illustrate important points of law or to stimulate class discussion; I will 

distribute these materials via email and post them on the course web site.  

 

What You Need to Know About the Textbook 

The Feinman textbook provides very general information about seven of the eight major 

areas of law identified on the first page of this syllabus. In law school, subjects such as 

torts, contracts, property, criminal law, etc., require students to attend 4 or more hours of 

class per week, for one or more quarters and the assigned reading can consist of hundreds 

of pages. In this class we are covering an enormous amount of material in a very short 

period of time. 

 

I ask you to read the Feinman textbook for two reasons: first; to get a general idea of why 

an area of the law exists and second; to know some of the specific rules and principles 

which arise under that topic. I plan to present each area of law as follows: 

1. Lecture on why it developed and discuss how it is used today; 

2. Describe in detail some of its major rules and principles; and  

3. Discuss news articles, cases and/or and fictional problems which describe how 

this area of law operates in “real life.” 

 

Feinman provides limited information on item 2 above; it is very important to attend class 

because some of the lectures will cover rules and principles not contained in the textbook. 

Please think of Feinman as a guide to the areas of law we will discuss; it is not 

comprehensive.  

 

A Description of the Course, What I Hope to Achieve and Learning Objectives 
We meet 4 days a week for 9 weeks. I plan to spend 3 or more days focusing on each area 

of law described on page one of this syllabus. Please be patient and flexible; I am 

concerned about how much we can cover in each class period and may adjust my lectures 

and our discussions to ensure we cover the bulk of what is contained in the textbook.  

 

I lecture using PowerPoint slides.  The slides will be posted on the course web site after 

we discuss each particular area of law. I do this because I double check the slides and 

often make adjustments in the week leading up to the class. I do not share the slides in 

advance nor do I give students my lecture notes.  

 

Learning Objectives  

1. To provide students with a general understanding of the major rules and principles 

covering the eight areas of law we will study.  

2. To enhance the student’s ability to look at a fact situation and spot those areas where 

various types of law are likely to apply.  

3. To provide students with the legal tools which could be employed in conflict resolution.  

I also want the course to be interesting, open, and if possible, enjoyable. 



 3 

Introduction to Law 

Summer 2018  

 

I Am Not Infallible  

Like most, if not all, instructors at this law school I work very hard to make certain you 

are provided with the best possible information; however, no instructor is infallible. We 

are covering wide and diverse areas of the law in which few, if any, teachers can be true 

experts.  I expect there will be questions you pose which I cannot immediately answer; in 

that event I will make it a priority to research that question and have an answer at our 

next meeting.  

 

The Course Web Site 

The course web site is currently “under construction.” Once this work is finished I shall 

provide you with access information. This syllabus, the PowerPoint slides used in the 

class and any other relevant materials will be sent to you via email and posted on the site.  

 

How is the Final Grade Determined?  

The course grade will be based on two in-class exams and 5-7 short papers. 

 

The Examinations 

The midterm and final examinations respectively count as 30% and 60% of the final 

grade. Each test consists solely of multiple choice questions. The midterm is tentatively 

scheduled for July 23rd (you will be notified well in advance if this date changes). The 

final is to be given on Thursday August 17th, the last day of the course.   

 

 Keep the following things in mind about the examinations.  Both will be held in class. 

The examinations will be made up of multiple-choice questions. The examinations will 

cover the assigned reading as well as all material presented and discussed in class. 

You are also responsible for understanding what is contained in the posted PowerPoint 

slides, even if not discussed in class.  

 

The final examination is cumulative and need not emphasize any one part of the course.  

Both examinations will be “closed book”— no books, notes, outlines or other materials 

may be used during the examination.   Exam reschedules will only be allowed in extreme 

circumstances; contact UW Law Academic Services (543-0453, Room 361).  

 

The Papers 

You will be assigned seven short papers of which you need only complete five. This 

work requires looking at recommended web sites (and/or sites of your choice), 

identifying a topic or issue you find of interest and writing why you found this particular 

item of importance. Papers shall be scored as 0 (unacceptable), 1 (satisfactory) or 2 (high 

quality). Total accumulated points shall be used in computing the final grade.  Students 

wishing to do so can complete more than the 5 required papers. Each additional paper 

which receives a score of two points will result in one point added to calculating the final 

grade. That is, if the final grade based on the exams and the first five papers is 3.5, the 

two extra points would raise it to a 3.7.  
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Papers must be double spaced, 12 point font and submitted either to me directly or posted 

on CANVAS. To score a grade of 2 points the paper must be clearly written, present 

thoughts which are easy to follow and contain no technical errata. 

 

Attending Class and Laptop Use  

As mentioned above, all classes will be held on Mondays through Thursdays in Room 

119 of William H. Gates Hall; you are expected to attend all classes; absences are 

allowed for good reason however, to be excused, you must contact me in advance by 

email or telephone. I expect you will attend the entire class session; prolonged absence 

from the classroom may result in penalization. During class please only use your laptop 

for activities that are directly related to our discussion.  Using your laptop to surf the web 

or answer email distracts other students; please do not do this. I RESERVE THE RIGHT 

TO BAN LAPTOP USE IF I FEEL THEY HAVE BECOME A DISTRACTION.  

 

Miscellaneous  

If something in class is making you uncomfortable, please let me know. The other person 

you can talk to is Dean of Students, Mary Hotchkiss, whom you can reach at 

hotchma@uw.edu or in her office, Room 373. 

 

Disability Related Needs 

Access and Accommodations:  Your experience in this class is important to me. If you 

have already established accommodations with Disability Resources for Students (DRS), 

please communicate your approved accommodations to me at your earliest convenience 

so we can discuss your needs. 

 

If you have not yet established services through DRS, but have a temporary health 

condition or permanent disability that requires accommodations (conditions include but 

not limited to; mental health, attention-related, learning, vision, hearing, physical or 

health impacts), you are welcome to contact DRS at 011 Mary Gates Hall or 206-543-

8924 or uwdrs@uw.edu or disability.uw.edu. DRS offers resources and coordinates 

reasonable accommodations for students with disabilities and/or temporary health 

conditions.  Reasonable accommodations are established through an interactive process 

between you, your instructor(s) and DRS.  It is the policy and practice of the University 

of Washington to create inclusive and accessible learning environments consistent with 

federal and state law. 

mailto:hotchma@uw.edu
mailto:uwdrs@uw.edu
http://depts.washington.edu/uwdrs/


 5 

Introduction to Law 

Summer 2018  

 

The Assigned Readings and Papers  

Readings 

 

On the following pages is the assigned work for weeks 1-9, Read the instructions 

carefully. The chart identifies dates, topics and readings. Please do the following: 

 Read at least half the assigned chapter by the first date identified for discussion of 

the particular area of law; 

 Be aware that the reading for each area of law may be supplemented with news 

articles, fictional problems and/or cases; 

 “Pacing” simply means days identified for “catching up” should we have fallen 

behind in the class schedule;  this time shall be used either for covering what has 

not been covered according to the schedule or, if we are moving forward in a 

timely fashion, the regularly assigned work shall be covered; 

 We may on occasion have to alter the schedule to accommodate guest speakers; I 

shall let you know about such changes as soon as the speakers have confirmed 

their appearance; and 

 Try to stay ahead of the class and let me know if you have questions.  

 

Papers  

Read the instructions closely and be aware of the following: 

 The identified sources are recommended; feel free to use newspapers, the Internet 

or other materials in answering the posed questions.  

 Your paper must be at least 21/2 pages, double-spaced using 12 point font. 

 If I call on you, be prepared to share what you found with the class.  

Please contact me if you have questions of any kind.  
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Week One Assignments June 18-21 

 

Week One-Readings  

Date (Week of 

June 18-21) 

Topic  Readings in 

Textbook 

Misc./Comments  

June 18 

 

What is Law? 

(Foundations of 

the American 

Legal System)  

None (information 

shall be provided 

through lecture)  

 

June 19 What is the Law? 

(The federal and 

state court 

systems) 

None (information 

shall be provided 

through lecture) 

 

June 20 Constitutional Law  Feinman 

Chapters 2 and 3 

 

June 21 Constitutional Law  

 

Feinman  

Chapters 2 and 3 

 

Week One-Paper 
The term “rule of law” has been defined as “the authority and influence of law in society, 

especially when viewed as a constraint on individual and institutional behavior; hence the 

principle all members of a society (including those in government) are considered equally 

subject to publicly enacted and enforced legal codes and processes." 

 

Please discharge any one of the following tasks (spend no more than 35 minutes 

conducting your research):  

 Read anything you find of interest on the Center for Ethics and the Rule of Law 

web site and write about what you found of interest and why. 

See: https://www.law.upenn.edu/institutes/cerl/      OR  

 Read anything you find of interest on the World Justice Project web site and write 

about what you found of interest and why. 

See: https://worldjusticeproject.org/our-work/wjp-rule-law-index/wjp-rule-law-index-

2017%E2%80%932018       OR  

 Conduct a “Google” (or other web browser) search using the term: “rule of law.” 

Write about a news article, report or other item that you found interesting.  

 

Required submission time and date: Noon, June 22nd  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.law.upenn.edu/institutes/cerl/
https://worldjusticeproject.org/our-work/wjp-rule-law-index/wjp-rule-law-index-2017%E2%80%932018
https://worldjusticeproject.org/our-work/wjp-rule-law-index/wjp-rule-law-index-2017%E2%80%932018
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Week Two Assignments June 25-28 

 

Week Two-Readings  
Date (Week of 

June 25-June 28) 

Topic  Readings in 

Textbook 

Misc./Comments  

June 25 Constitutional Law   Feinman 

Chapters 2 and 3  

 

June 26 Constitutional Law  Feinman 

Chapters 2 and 3  

 

June 27 Civil Procedure  Feinman  

Chapter 4 

 

 

June 28 Civil Procedure  Feinman  

Chapter 4 

 

 

Week Two-Paper 

There have been more than 220 different nation-states in existence since 1789. These 

countries have produced more than 900 constitutions in that time span. Constitutional law 

is the foundation of a political state outlining: how government is organized, the manner 

in which laws are made and provides basic rights to citizens.  

 

Please discharge any one of the following tasks (spend no more than 35 minutes 

conducting your research):  

 Read anything you find of interest on the Constitution Society’s web page (you 

may wish to skim provisions of another nation’s constitution). Please write about 

what you found of interest and why. 

See: http://www.constitution.org/cons/natlcons.htm OR  

 Read anything you find of interest on the Center for Constitutional Rights web 

page and write about what you found of interest and why. 

See: https://ccrjustice.org/        OR  

 Read anything you find of interest on the American Civil Liberties Union web 

page and write about what you found of interest and why. 

See: https://www.aclu.org/  OR 

 Conduct a “Google” (or other web browser) search using the term: “constitutional 

law.” Write about a news article, report or other item you found that was of 

interest.  

 

Required submission time and date: Noon, June 29th. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.constitution.org/cons/natlcons.htm
https://ccrjustice.org/
https://www.aclu.org/


 8 

Introduction to Law 

Summer 2018  

 

Week Three Assignments July 2-5 

 

Week Three-Readings  
Date (Week of 

July 2-5) 

Topic  Readings in 

Textbook 

Misc./Comments  

July 2 Civil Procedure Feinman 

Chapter 4 

 

July 3 Civil Procedure Feinman  

Chapter 4 

 

July 4   No Class 

July 5 Pacing Module  This session shall 

be used to catch up 

should we fall 

behind; if not, we 

will continue the 

lecture on civil 

procedure or start 

property law 

 

Week Three-Paper 

Courts have been defined as tribunals to which the administration of justice is assigned. 

Civil procedure is the process by which courts conduct their business in non-criminal 

matters.  

 

Please discharge any one of the following tasks (spend no more than 35 minutes 

conducting your research):  

 Read anything you find of interest on the National Center for State Courts web 

site (I would recommend going to “Browse Topics A-Z”). Please write about 

what you found of interest and why. 

See: http://www.ncsc.org/Information-and-Resources.aspx  OR  

 Conduct a “Google” (or other web browser) search using the term: “court news.” 

Write about a news article, report or other item you found of interest.  

 

Required submission time and date: Noon, July 6th.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.ncsc.org/Information-and-Resources.aspx
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Week Four Assignments July 9-12 

 

Week Four-Readings 
Date (Week of 

July 9-12) 

Topic  Readings in 

Textbook 
Misc./Comments  

July 9 Property Law Feinman 

Chapter 7 
 

July 10 Property Law  Feinman 

Chapter 7 
 

July 11 Property Law    Feinman 

Chapter 7 

 

 

July 12 Property Law    Feinman 

Chapter 7 

 

 

 

 

Week Four-Paper 

Property is anything which is capable of being owned; yet one’s rights to own property 

are often limited by government action. What is good for the greater society often times 

outweighs the individual’s right to own and use their property in the manner he or she 

chooses.  

 

Please discharge any one of the following tasks (spend no more than 35 minutes 

conducting your research):  

 Read anything you find of interest on the Landesa web site. Please write about 

what you found of interest and why. 

See: https://www.landesa.org/  OR 

 Read anything you find of interest on the Cato Institute’s Property Rights web site. 

Please write about what you found of interest and why. 

See: https://www.cato.org/research/property-rights  OR 

 Conduct a “Google” (or other web browser) search using the term: “property 

rights.” Write about a news article, report or other item you found that was of 

interest.  

 

Required submission time and date: Noon, July 13th.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.landesa.org/
https://www.cato.org/research/property-rights
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Week Five Assignments July 16-19 

 

Week Five-Readings  
Date (Week of 

July 16-19) 

Topic  Readings in 

Textbook 

Misc./Comments  

July 16 Contract Law  Feinman  

Chapter 6 

 

July 17 Contract Law  Feinman 

Chapter 6 

 

July 18 Contract Law  Feinman 

Chapter 6 

 

July 19 Contract law  Feinman  

Chapter 6 

 

 

Week Five-Paper 

Contracts are often called: “the lifeblood of business.” I would like you to spend time not 

only thinking about contract law but also about businesses, their operations and concerns. 

Think about what rights businesses should have and what should be the rights of citizens 

when interacting with a business.  

 

Please discharge any one of the following tasks (spend no more than 35 minutes 

conducting your research):  

 Read anything you find of interest on the United States Chamber of Commerce 

web site. Please write about what you found of interest and why. 

See: https://www.uschamber.com/   OR 

 Read anything you find of interest on the National Consumer Law Center web site. 

Please write about what you found of interest and why. 

See: https://www.nclc.org/   OR 

 Conduct a “Google” (or other web browser) search using the term: “contract 

rights.” Write about a news article, report or other item you found that was of 

interest.  

 

Required submission time and date: Noon, July 20th.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.uschamber.com/
https://www.nclc.org/
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Week Six-Assignments July 23-26 

 

Week Six–Readings  
Date (Week of 

July 23-26) 

Topic  Readings in 

Textbook 

Misc./Comments  

July 23 Midterm 

Examination   

  

July 24 Tort Law  Feinman 

Chapter 5 

 

July 25 Tort Law  Feinman 

Chapter 5 

 

July 26 Tort Law  Feinman  

Chapter 5 

 

 

Week Six-Paper 
Tort lawsuits are declining. Cost, tort reform legislation and a shift in public perception 

have led to 2 of every 1,000 Americans filing a tort lawsuit in 2015 as compared to 10 of 

every 1,000 Americans in the year 1993. Currently tort lawsuits constitute approximately 

2% of all cases which come before a court (for contract cases the number is 51%). 

 

Please discharge any one of the following tasks (spend no more than 35 minutes 

conducting your research):  

 Read anything you find of interest on the Institute for Legal Reform web site. 

Please write about what you found of interest and why. 

See: http://www.instituteforlegalreform.com/    OR 

 Read anything you find of interest on the American Association for Justice web 

site. Please write about what you found of interest and why. 

See: https://www.justice.org/    OR 

 Read anything you find of interest on the American Bar Association Journal’s tort 

law web site. Please write about what you found of interest and why. 

See: http://www.abajournal.com/topic/tort+law OR  

 Conduct a “Google” (or other web browser) search using the term: “tort reform.” 

Write about a news article, report or other item you found that was of interest.  

 

Required submission time and date: Noon, July 27th.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.instituteforlegalreform.com/
https://www.justice.org/
http://www.abajournal.com/topic/tort+law
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Week Seven and Eight-Assignments July 30-August 2 and August 6-9 

 

Week Seven-Readings 
Date (Week of 

July 30-August 2) 

Topic  Readings in 

Textbook 

Misc./Comments  

July 30 Tort law  Feinman  

Chapter 5 

 

July 31 Criminal Law  Feinman 

Chapter 8 

 

August 1 Criminal Law  Feinman 

Chapter 8 

 

August 2 Pacing Module   This session shall 

be used to catch up 

should we fall 

behind; if not, we 

will continue the  

lecture on civil 

procedure. 

 

Week Eight-Readings  
Date (Week of 

August 6-9) 

Topic  Readings in 

Textbook 

Misc./Comments  

August 6 Criminal Law  Feinman  

Chapter  8 

 

August 7 Criminal Law  Feinman 

Chapter 8 

 

August 8 Criminal 

Procedure  

Feinman 

Chapter 9 

 

August 9 Criminal 

Procedure   

Feinman  

Chapter 9 

 

 

Weeks Seven and Eight- Paper 

 

Please discharge any one of the following tasks (spend no more than 35 minutes 

conducting your research):  

 Read anything you find of interest on the Vera Institute of Justice web site. Please 

write about what you found of interest and why. 

See: https://www.vera.org/     OR 

 Read anything you find of interest on the Right on Crime web site. Please write 

about what you found of interest and why. 

See: http://rightoncrime.com/  OR 

 Conduct a “Google” (or other web browser) search using the term: “Seattle 

crime.” Write about a news article, report or other item you found that was of 

interest.  

 

Required submission time and date: Noon, August 10th.  

 

https://www.vera.org/
http://rightoncrime.com/
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Week Nine-Assignments August 13-16 

 

Week Nine-Readings   
Date (Week of 

August 13-16) 

Topic  Readings in 

Textbook 

Misc./Comments  

August 13 Criminal 

Procedure  

Feinman  

Chapter 9 

 

August 14 Criminal 

Procedure  

Feinman  

Chapter 9  

 

August 15 Review for final  No readings  

August 16 Final  

Examination  

  

 

Week Nine-Paper (none assigned)  

 

 

END 

 

 

 


