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Course Description

Welcome to the Immigration Law Clinic! The Clinic aims to be a rewarding opportunity to sharpen your legal 

and client counseling skills, as well as provide much-needed immigration legal assistance.

Clinic students directly represent and enter appearances for clients in their immigration cases. Now in its 

third year, the Immigration Law Clinic has taken cases of persons in removal (deportation) proceedings 

before an immigration judge, appearances at interviews before U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services 

(USCIS), cases on appeal before the Board of Immigration Appeals (BIA), as well as cases in Federal District 

Court and the Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals. Students will not necessarily work on the same types of cases. 

Depending on the posture of the case, students can expect to analyze and implement case strategies, draft 

client and witness declarations, gather supporting documentation, research country conditions and case law, 

and develop both written and oral trial advocacy skills. Frequently, the cases require that students 

communicate with their clients through an interpreter.  Students will meet regularly with the Clinic Instructor 

to discuss case strategy and prepare work plans for their cases.  Through their clinical experience, students 



learn the fundamentals of lawyering, not just immigration law, all while providing a valuable service to 

individuals who would otherwise go unrepresented.

Registration Requirements

The Immigration Law Clinic is open to second and third year students, who have taken, or are taking, 

Immigration Law. Completion of any of the following courses will be helpful, but is not required:  

Administrative Law, Evidence, Interviewing and Counseling, Professional Responsibility, and Trial Advocacy. 

The course is limited to eight students.

Time Commitment

The Immigration Law Clinic is a three-quarter, twelve-credit course. Students must commit to enrolling for all 

three quarters and will receive credit for the course only upon completion of all three quarters.

A total time commitment of approximately 396 hours (12 hours/week) over three quarters can be expected 

based on the assumption that students normally spend at least three hours/week for eleven weeks for each 

credit awarded for three quarters. The nature of the time commitment for the Immigration Law Clinic varies: 

some weeks may be under 12 hours, other weeks over when there is a deadline. Students will keep track of 

their time and submit it weekly to the Clinic Instructor so that caseloads can be adjusted appropriately and to 

the extent possible.

The Immigration Law Clinic is the equivalent of a legal job. Clinic clients are real people with real legal 

problems. Students are expected to make their duties in the Immigration Law Clinic a priority for the three 

quarters of the Clinic and to be prepared to devote substantial time to the course and their clients. Students 

must be willing and available to work on assignments outside of a regular law school day. If there’s a 

deadline, this may include working on evenings, weekends, and holidays. Due to deadlines, and the nature 

of the Clinic’s docket, availability is required for professional and ethical service to clients.

Scheduling Overview

The Clinic will require attendance at the following, as well as completion of the written assignments listed 

below:



1. Seminar. For the Fall Quarter, the Immigration Law Clinic class will meet at William H. Gates Hall Room 

L202 on Tuesday and Thursdays from 3:30 p.m. to 5:20 p.m. The class schedule, topics, and 

assignments are listed in a separate syllabus. The syllabus changes depending on case deadlines and 

training needs, and for this reason I tend to release the reading syllabus usually a couple weeks in 

advance. Regularly-scheduled classroom sessions will involve assigned reading, class discussion, 

simulation exercises, and case rounds.These sessions will focus on client interviewing and counseling, 

case planning and strategy, procedure, ethical issues, and other aspects of the lawyering process, as 

well as on substantive law. Attendance policies, assigned texts, and the readings for the first several 

weeks of class are stated in the class syllabus.

2. Case Rounds. Once cases are assigned, a portion of each seminar may be reserved for case rounds. 

Case rounds are an informal discussion between the students and the Clinic Instructor, in which students 

offer updates on their cases, share issues, discuss and brainstorm strategy, and examine legal issues. 

The agendas for the case rounds are meant to remain informal and can adjust to the needs of students’ 

cases and workloads.

3. Case Work. For active cases, students can expect to work in teams, usually of two. Students can expect 

to work on at least two active cases during the course of the clinic. Student teams will perform some of 

their casework during regularly-scheduled office hours in the Clinic space at UW. Students are expected 

to have four regularly-scheduled office hours per week in the Clinic space, with two of those hours 

scheduled at the same time as their team-members. (This may be adjusted based on limited clinic space, 

as the clinical office is in the process of being reorganized.) Students will also work on their cases on their 

own, outside of their office hours.

4. Weekly Supervision Meetings. Once cases are assigned, students will meet weekly, in teams, at a 

regularly-scheduled time, with the Clinic Instructor to discuss their cases. Attendance at weekly 

supervision meetings is mandatory. The students must draft an agenda for each meeting and email it to 

the Instructor no later than the morning of the day of the meeting. The Instructor may propose additions to 

the agenda when the meeting begins.

5. Immigration Court Observation. Each student must attend a portion of a master calendar hearing docket 

and also an individual calendar hearing by the end of the Fall quarter.

The Seattle Immigration Court is located at 1000 Second Ave., Ste. 2500, in Seattle.  The Tacoma 

Immigration Court is located at 1623 E. J St., Ste. 3, in Tacoma. The Clinic Instructor will provide a schedule 

of hearings students may observe. Students should take a notebook when they observe Court to record case 

facts, as well as relevant statutes or regulations, legal issues, observations, thoughts, questions, and ideas.

Attendance, Class Preparation, and Class Participation



Regular and punctual attendance in class and at supervision meetings, Clinic office hours, and client 

meetings is mandatory. In addition, class preparation and participation are required. Missing a class, 

supervision meeting, or office hours or failing to prepare for and/or participate in class may result in a student 

being dropped from the Immigration Law Clinic.

Grading

The Immigration Law Clinic is pass/fail.  In order to pass the course, students will be expected to:

1. Attend each seminar, prepared and ready to participate, or notify the Clinic Instructor in advance 

concerning any absences.

2. Represent their clients competently, including completing any and all required case work.

3. Attend weekly supervision meetings.

4. Observe Immigration Court hearings.

5. Adhere to the Rules of Professional Conduct (RPCs).

6. Complete all three quarters.

Laptop Computers

Password-protected laptop computers are permitted in class, supervision meetings, and client meetings.  

Students are asked not to surf the internet, engage in instant messaging, or check personal email during any 

official component of Clinic.

Required Reading

Reading assignments for the Fall quarter will be provided in a separate class readings syllabus.

The Clinic has one required textbook: Epstein, et al., The Clinic Seminar. This textbook is a useful reference 

for direct client work and trial advocacy skills.

The relevant statutes are compiled in the textbooks assigned for your Immigration Law course. In addition, 

the statute (the Immigration and Nationality Act, 8 U.S.C. § 1101 et seq.) and the regulations (8 C.F.R. §§ 1, 

1001 et seq.) are accessible online.



All required reading for this course apart from the textbook, statute and regulations will be emailed, handed 

out in class, posted on the course web page on Canvas, or available through Westlaw or Lexis Nexis.

Please bring to seminar a copy of the day’s reading, either in hard copy or online. Recommended Reading 

Materials

There are many recommended resources and treatises for immigration practitioners. The Clinic Instructor 

can help students locate resources that will be helpful to case preparation.

Written Assignments

Case-related writing assignments.  The requirements of each case will dictate the work product that students 

are required to produce. An Immigration Court case will typically involve drafting, at a minimum, a work plan, 

a client declaration, a pre-hearing statement, and a pre-hearing memorandum. Many cases will also require 

students to prepare motions and assist in drafting supporting declarations and expert statements.

Syllabus Subject to Change

The syllabus is subject to change.  Changes will be announced with as much warning as possible. Disability 

Accommodations

If you would like to request academic accommodations due to a disability, please contact the Disability 

Resources for Students Office, 448 Schmitz Hall, (206) 543-8924 (V), (206) 543-8925 (TTY). If you have a 

letter from Disability Resources for Students indicating you have a disability that requires academic 

accommodations, please present the letter to the Clinic Instructor so that we can discuss accommodations 

needed for this class.

Once again, welcome to the Immigration Law Clinic!

___

Tuesday, 9/25 - Introduction to the Clinic

Readings:

• Syllabus

• Textbook (D. Epstein, et al., The Clinic Seminar), pages 3-11 (Intensive Orientation)

___



Thursday, 9/27 - Interviewing skills

Reading:

• Clinics packet (in Files and emailed)

• Textbook, pages 137-153; 168-170 (Interviewing)

To do: 

• Sign and return forms to clinic office at 223

___

Tuesday, 10/2 - Immigration 101

Reading:

• “Legal Authority, Legal Research, and Citation to Authority,” Clinic Manual (2015).

• Mohammed v. Gonzales, 400 F.3d 785 (2005)

Reference: 

• Immigration 101 (powerpoint)

___

Thursday, 10/4 - Asylum, withholding, and relief under the Convention Against Torture

Reading:

• Henriquez-Rivas v. Holder, 707 F.3d 1081 (9th Cir. 2013)

• Asylum and Related Claims for Relief (AILA 2016)

• I-589 form (skim)

• I-589 instructions (skim)

 Reference

Asylum 101 (powerpoint)


