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(updated September 20th, 2018) 

Law B599, Special Topics: Global Innovation Seminar in Tokyo, Japan (2 credits) 

FALL 2018 COURSE OVERVIEW AND SYLLABUS  

Course Overview 

Instructors: William Covington and Zahr Said; Assistance and Additional Instruction Provided 

by Jesse Kindra and Allison McCarty 

Office Locations & Hours 

Prof. Zahr Said, Room 318: Tuesdays, 1:30-3:00 p.m., zahr@uw.edu 

Prof. William Covington, Room 242: Tuesdays through Thursdays 9:30-11:30, covinw@uw.edu 

Mr. Jesse Kindra, Executive Director of CASRIP, meetings by appointment, jkindra@uw.edu, 

Ms. Allison McCarty, Shidler Fellow of Innovation Policy, meetings by appointment, 

amc6688@uw.edu 

Course website (“Canvas”): https://canvas.uw.edu/courses/1222661 

Class Logistics 

Global Innovation Seminar (“GIS”) is an interdisciplinary course on innovation policy, taught by 

UW Law Faculty and featuring a week-long international experience that rotates among China, 

Japan, and Korea. In 2018, it will take place in Japan, hosted in part at Keio University Law 

School in Tokyo. Class in Seattle meets Fridays 1:30-3:20 p.m. in Room 207. Class meets each 

of the three weeks before the students travel to Tokyo, but only two or three times afterwards. 

Please hold Monday 11/19 for the class’s Global Monday presentation. Enrollment in the course 

is through selective application in the prior quarter. Students invited to participate will be 

provided at the start of the course with a letter explaining their weeklong absence to their other 

instructors. In advance of the international portion of the trip, Some preparatory work will be 

required, including weekly meetings, completion of readings, related (short) assignments, a 

presentation to the law school community, and other multimedia or interdisciplinary 

assignments, including reading a novel in translation. 

Readings: all readings will be posted on Canvas or made available through links in the syllabus, 

except for the following, a novel on reserve at the Law Library and also available online: 

 Taiyo Fujii, Gene Mapper (2013), available in translation from Amazon (but  please 

don’t delay in ordering it):  https://tinyurl.com/ybnm8skr 

 

 

mailto:covinw@uw.edu
mailto:jkindra@uw.edu
mailto:amc6688@uw.edu
https://canvas.uw.edu/courses/1222661
https://tinyurl.com/ybnm8skr
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Course Overview  

There are two distinct strands of learning in the class: one focuses on cross-cultural competency 

and issues pertaining to innovative industries, considered in a non-U.S. framework; the second is 

an emerging technology or cutting-edge legal problem, selected each year for its salience. 2018’s 

topic is blockchain (see Professor Covington’s notes on that below). The readings highlight 

various issues designed to support students’ learning in one of the two strands: there are (i) 

introductory materials on blockchain and on ways to regulate blockchain, and (ii) introductory 

materials on Japanese law and culture selected to provide cultural context and to help students 

frame policy choices and perspectives on innovation. Your instructors are not themselves experts 

in either blockchain or Japanese law and culture, hence you will see that the course is designed to 

be taught from theories, scholarship and primary sources, as well as to involve students in 

experiential learning facilitated by course instructors but primarily advanced by the expertise of 

others. Accordingly, the course is team-taught by instructors with help from CASRIP staff, as 

well as various figures in practice, business, and government. 

Throughout the week in Japan, students will have the opportunity to visit one or more Japanese 

administrative agencies, law firms and business entities; they will network and partner with 

international and Japanese students at Keio University; and they will learn from experts on 

blockchain as well as innovation policy in Japan.  An optional day may be spent touring cultural 

sites in and around Tokyo.  

Learning Objectives & Outcomes 

Each year, the class offers a unique cross-cultural learning opportunity to tackle legal and 

business issues that may arise around a cutting-edge topic. GIS equips students with tools for 

evaluating possible regulatory choices, and for understanding the impact of public policy. It 

provides real-world context for debates in innovation and intellectual property law, thus helping 

students situate theories and doctrines. In addition, GIS helps students reflect on the cultural and 

sociolegal factors that define innovation as well as either promoting or hindering it. By exposing 

students to legal and business cultures outside the United States, GIS diversifies students’ 

understanding of law and its role in the world. Finally, GIS offers students opportunities to 

engage in a form of experiential education while deepening their knowledge of an issue of 

contemporary concern or prominence in technology and innovation policy. 
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Syllabus (subject to modification) 

Week 1: 9/28 Introduction to Blockchain  

 Instructor: Jesse Kindra, hosting guest speaker, Alex Ortiz (recommended by Dr. Joseph 

Williams of Governor Inslee’s cabinet): https://cryptoslate.com/author/alex-ortiz/  

 

Professor Covington’s note to students: The most visible use of Blockchain technology (BCT) 

has been as the underpinning for cryptocurrencies such as Bitcoin. However; there are many 

potential BCT uses outside the monetary sphere. I have been tasked with: explaining the 

operation of the technology and sharing some of the regulatory issues which BCT has brought 

about. BCT can be difficult to understand. I share this difficulty and am far from an expert on 

this technology. Through the readings and interactions with subject matter experts, I hope to 

provide you with a useful tutorial on these concepts.   

 

Class 1: 9/28 Introduction to Blockchain 

 

Readings  

 

1. What is Blockchain?  

 

Please read the materials below. 

 a. Bernard Marr; “A Complete Beginner's Guide To Blockchain” 

See: https://www.forbes.com/sites/bernardmarr/2017/01/24/a-complete-beginners-guide-to-

blockchain/#56843bac6e60 

 b. Collin Thompson; “How Does the Blockchain Work? (Part 1) 

See: https://medium.com/blockchain-review/how-does-the-blockchain-work-for-dummies-

explained-simply-9f94d386e093 

  c. Mohit Mamoria; “WTF is The Blockchain?” 

See: https://hackernoon.com/wtf-is-the-blockchain-1da89ba19348 

 d. Please complete i or ii; you need not do both unless you wish to do so 

 

i. Review the slide show by Reuters Graphics titled; “Blockchain Explained.” 

See: http://graphics.reuters.com/TECHNOLOGY-BLOCKCHAIN/010070P11GN/index.html  

 

OR  

  ii. Review “Blockchain, Cryptocurrency and the Law” 

See: https://www.blockchainlawclass.com/an-introduction-to-blockchain-technology  

https://cryptoslate.com/author/alex-ortiz/
https://www.forbes.com/sites/bernardmarr/2017/01/24/a-complete-beginners-guide-to-blockchain/#56843bac6e60
https://www.forbes.com/sites/bernardmarr/2017/01/24/a-complete-beginners-guide-to-blockchain/#56843bac6e60
https://medium.com/blockchain-review/how-does-the-blockchain-work-for-dummies-explained-simply-9f94d386e093
https://medium.com/blockchain-review/how-does-the-blockchain-work-for-dummies-explained-simply-9f94d386e093
https://hackernoon.com/wtf-is-the-blockchain-1da89ba19348
http://graphics.reuters.com/TECHNOLOGY-BLOCKCHAIN/010070P11GN/index.html
https://www.blockchainlawclass.com/an-introduction-to-blockchain-technology
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2. What is a Distributed Ledger? 

 

Please read the materials below. 

 a. Nolan Bauerle; “What is a Distributed Ledger?” 

See: https://www.coindesk.com/information/what-is-a-distributed-ledger/  

 b. Max Thake; “What’s the difference between blockchain and DLT?” 

See: https://medium.com/nakamo-to/whats-the-difference-between-blockchain-and-dlt-

e4b9312c75dd  

 

3. What is a Smart Contract? 

 

Please read: Smart Contracts: The Blockchain Technology That Will Replace Lawyers” 

See: https://blockgeeks.com/guides/smart-contracts/  

 

4. Blockchain Use Cases 

 

Please read the materials below. 

 a. Yoav Vilner; “5 Blockchain Product Use Cases To Follow This Year” 

See: https://www.forbes.com/sites/yoavvilner/2018/06/27/5-blockchain-product-use-cases-to-

follow-this-year/#5793fba61b60  

 b. Emily Su; “Top 5 most compelling use cases for blockchain technology” 

See: https://medium.com/bitfwd/top-5-most-compelling-use-cases-for-blockchain-technology-

d198e500e3d3  

 c. “Walmart and 9 Food Giants Team Up on IBM Blockchain Plans” 

See: http://fortune.com/2017/08/22/walmart-blockchain-ibm-food-nestle-unilever-tyson-dole/  

 d. Howard Bryman; “Starbucks Launching Pilot Program for Blockchain In Its Supply 

Chain” 

See: https://dailycoffeenews.com/2018/03/22/starbucks-launching-pilot-program-for-blockchain-

in-its-supply-chain/  

  e. Dean Takahashi; “How IBM will use blockchain as its commerce backbone” 

See: https://venturebeat.com/2018/09/08/how-ibm-will-use-blockchain-as-its-commerce-

backbone/  

https://www.coindesk.com/information/what-is-a-distributed-ledger/
https://medium.com/nakamo-to/whats-the-difference-between-blockchain-and-dlt-e4b9312c75dd
https://medium.com/nakamo-to/whats-the-difference-between-blockchain-and-dlt-e4b9312c75dd
https://blockgeeks.com/guides/smart-contracts/
https://www.forbes.com/sites/yoavvilner/2018/06/27/5-blockchain-product-use-cases-to-follow-this-year/#5793fba61b60
https://www.forbes.com/sites/yoavvilner/2018/06/27/5-blockchain-product-use-cases-to-follow-this-year/#5793fba61b60
https://medium.com/bitfwd/top-5-most-compelling-use-cases-for-blockchain-technology-d198e500e3d3
https://medium.com/bitfwd/top-5-most-compelling-use-cases-for-blockchain-technology-d198e500e3d3
http://fortune.com/2017/08/22/walmart-blockchain-ibm-food-nestle-unilever-tyson-dole/
https://dailycoffeenews.com/2018/03/22/starbucks-launching-pilot-program-for-blockchain-in-its-supply-chain/
https://dailycoffeenews.com/2018/03/22/starbucks-launching-pilot-program-for-blockchain-in-its-supply-chain/
https://venturebeat.com/2018/09/08/how-ibm-will-use-blockchain-as-its-commerce-backbone/
https://venturebeat.com/2018/09/08/how-ibm-will-use-blockchain-as-its-commerce-backbone/
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5. What is Cryptocurrency? 

 

Please read the materials below. 

 a. “How Does Cryptocurrency Work? (for Beginners)” 

See: https://cryptocurrencyfacts.com/how-does-cryptocurrency-work-for-beginners/  

 b. “What is Bitcoin?” 

See: https://www.coindesk.com/information/what-is-bitcoin/  

 c. Nellie Huang; “What You Need to Know About Bitcoin” 

See: https://www.kiplinger.com/article/investing/T052-C000-S002-what-you-need-to-know-

about-bitcoin.html  

 d. “What is Ethereum? A Step by Step Beginners Guide” 

See: https://blockgeeks.com/guides/ethereum/  

 

6. Glossary. (see this glossary only if you wish to do so) 

https://blockgeeks.com/guides/blockchain-glossary-from-a-z/  

 

Assignment: 

 

1. Please come to the 9/28 class with at least two questions on Blockchain and/or smart contracts.  

2. Read: “Blockchain in brief: Six ways it can transform higher education” 

See: https://www.eab.com/blogs/it-forum-perspectives/2018/01/blockchain-higher-education-

uses  

3. Come to the 9/28 class prepared to discuss what you found of interest; and what, if any, 

concerns you have based on this reading.  

 

Week 2: 10/15 Innovation in Japanese Law & Culture Part I; Blockchain and Regulation;  

Instructors: Prof. Covington; Prof. Said  

This class meeting will split time between the two different “strands” of the course. We will 

begin with an introduction to issues pertaining to Japanese law and culture and discuss different 

approaches to understanding innovation in law and culture. Then we will turn to the regulation of 

blockchain, with an aim to understanding some of the cultural and legal values that may shape 

how new technologies, like blockchain, can and should be regulated in Japan. We will begin to 

tee up some of the questions and hypotheses we may have about how to regulate blockchain, and 

we hope our time on the ground in Japan will give us answers, or indeed, help us to frame 

different questions.  

https://cryptocurrencyfacts.com/how-does-cryptocurrency-work-for-beginners/
https://www.coindesk.com/information/what-is-bitcoin/
https://www.kiplinger.com/article/investing/T052-C000-S002-what-you-need-to-know-about-bitcoin.html
https://www.kiplinger.com/article/investing/T052-C000-S002-what-you-need-to-know-about-bitcoin.html
https://blockgeeks.com/guides/ethereum/
https://blockgeeks.com/guides/blockchain-glossary-from-a-z/
https://www.eab.com/blogs/it-forum-perspectives/2018/01/blockchain-higher-education-uses
https://www.eab.com/blogs/it-forum-perspectives/2018/01/blockchain-higher-education-uses
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10/5 Readings for Innovation in Japanese Law and Culture I 

 Yishiro Miwa & J. Mark Ramseyer, “The Legislative Dynamic: Evidence from the 

Deregulation of Financial Services in Japan” [153-164] (posted on Canvas) 

 Emiko Kakiuchi, “Cultural Creative Industries from a Cultural Policy Perspective: The 

Case of Japan” (posted on Canvas) 

 Additional materials TBD 

Recommended but not required: Skim the materials here, which describe forms of IP available 

in Japan: http://www.jpo.go.jp/seido_e/s_gaiyou_e/4houe.htm 

10/5 Readings for Blockchain and Regulation  

1. General  

See: https://coincentral.com/how-blockchain-needs-regulation-to-mature/  

 

2. Cryptocurrencies and regulation 

 a. Desne Maise; “Why it would be in everybody’s interests to regulate cryptocurrencies” 

See: https://theconversation.com/why-it-would-be-in-everybodys-interests-to-regulate-

cryptocurrencies-91168  

 b. Paul Kupiec; “To regulate or not to regulate? Cryptocurrencies beg question” 

See: http://thehill.com/opinion/finance/371420-to-regulate-or-not-to-regulate-cryptocurrencies-

beg-question  

` 3. “Cryptocurrency regulation in 2018: Where the world stands right now” 

See: https://thenextweb.com/hardfork/2018/04/27/cryptocurrency-regulation-2018-world-stands-

right-now/  

 

3. Blockchain and Regulation 

 a. Marshall Taylor; “How Blockchain Needs Regulation to Mature” 

See: https://coincentral.com/how-blockchain-needs-regulation-to-mature/  

 a. Zhuling Chen; “How Should We Regulate Blockchain? It Depends on Which Country 

You Ask” 

 See: http://fortune.com/2018/06/25/blockchain-cryptocurrency-technology-regulation-bitcoin-

ethereum/  

https://coincentral.com/how-blockchain-needs-regulation-to-mature/
https://theconversation.com/why-it-would-be-in-everybodys-interests-to-regulate-cryptocurrencies-91168
https://theconversation.com/why-it-would-be-in-everybodys-interests-to-regulate-cryptocurrencies-91168
http://thehill.com/opinion/finance/371420-to-regulate-or-not-to-regulate-cryptocurrencies-beg-question
http://thehill.com/opinion/finance/371420-to-regulate-or-not-to-regulate-cryptocurrencies-beg-question
https://thenextweb.com/hardfork/2018/04/27/cryptocurrency-regulation-2018-world-stands-right-now/
https://thenextweb.com/hardfork/2018/04/27/cryptocurrency-regulation-2018-world-stands-right-now/
https://coincentral.com/how-blockchain-needs-regulation-to-mature/
http://fortune.com/2018/06/25/blockchain-cryptocurrency-technology-regulation-bitcoin-ethereum/
http://fortune.com/2018/06/25/blockchain-cryptocurrency-technology-regulation-bitcoin-ethereum/
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4. Blockchain and Lawyers 

 a. Ian Altman; “How Blockchain Will Transform Business And The Law” 

See: https://www.forbes.com/sites/ianaltman/2018/06/29/blockchain-changes-business-

law/#43b800785cb9  

 

5. Regulation of “smart contracts” 

a. Amy Davine Kim and Perianne Boring’ “State-by-State Smart Contract Laws? If It 

Ain't Broke, Don't Fix It” 

See: https://www.coindesk.com/state-state-smart-contract-laws-aint-broke-dont-fix/  

 

Assignment 

 

1. Would you purchase a Bitcoin or other cryptocurrency? Why? Why not? Please come to the 

October 5th class prepared to answer that question.  

2. Read: “Why Innovation And Regulation Should Work Together” 

See: https://www.forbes.com/sites/forbestechcouncil/2018/08/09/why-innovation-and-

regulation-should-work-together/#1836926a9411 In our October 5th class, please be prepared to 

share your thoughts on what you have read.  

 

Week 3: 10/12 Approaches to Innovation in Japanese Law and Culture II 

Instructor: Prof. Said 

Readings, except Gene Mapper, are posted on Canvas: 

 Taiyo Fujii, Gene Mapper  

 Three short articles (posted on Canvas; file names begin with “Said Sci-Fi I-III”) 

Assignment: 

 Please submit your responses to study questions and prompts in the Canvas Folder marked 

“Gene Mapper Questions,” 48 hours before class begins 

  

https://www.forbes.com/sites/ianaltman/2018/06/29/blockchain-changes-business-law/#43b800785cb9
https://www.forbes.com/sites/ianaltman/2018/06/29/blockchain-changes-business-law/#43b800785cb9
https://www.coindesk.com/state-state-smart-contract-laws-aint-broke-dont-fix/
https://www.forbes.com/sites/forbestechcouncil/2018/08/09/why-innovation-and-regulation-should-work-together/#1836926a9411
https://www.forbes.com/sites/forbestechcouncil/2018/08/09/why-innovation-and-regulation-should-work-together/#1836926a9411
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Week 4: Tentative Schedule of Meetings in Tokyo 10/22-10/25—likely to change 

The following is a tentative schedule for our in-country meetings. Please note that there will be 

readings due while in Japan, typically light readings designed to complement the field trips for a 

given day, or to provide background and context. Any morning classes will meet at Keio 

University. 

Sat-Sun 

10/21 

Mon 

10/22 

Tues  

10/23 

Wed 

10/24 

Thursday 

10/25 

Friday 

10/26 

Saturday 

Travel to 

Tokyo 

(allow 2 

days) 

    Optional 

Tourism 

Day 

Travel to 

Seattle 

(arrive 

same day) 

AM Visit to 

Japan Patent 

Office 

10-11am 

Class: 

Overview 

of Japanese 

Legal 

System; 

Preparation 

for  

IP High 

Court Visit 

(McCarty 

& Said) 

 

Class: 

Preparation 

for FSAVisit 

(Covington) 

9-10:30 

TBD 

 

  

Lunch IP 

Management 

& Debrief 

JPO visit 

(Kindra) 

 

 Possible Visit 

to FSA 

(Financial 

Services 

Agency) 

   

PM Possible 

Visit with 

Blockchain 

expert  

Field trip 

to Japan’s 

IP High 

Court* 

 

 

TBD Possible 

visit to 

Tech 

Transfer 

Office  

  

EVENING Unscheduled  

[jet lag!] 

Keio 

University 

Reception  

 

TBD 

Possible 

social 

outing/alumni 

event 

TBD  

 

  

 

* 8-10 mins by taxi from Celestine Hotel (20 mins public transportation, 40-min walk) 
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Logistics and Class Information for Tokyo 

*All of our in-country information will be updated closer to the time of our trip.* Our field trips 

will take place off site, and our class meetings will all, or mostly, be held on the Keio University 

campus, in the South Building (Minami Kan), which houses the law school. (Building #12 on 

this campus map; scroll down the page a bit): https://www.keio.ac.jp/en/maps/mita.html 

Before leaving UW, make sure you have a working “eduroam” profile, which will allow you to 

use the wifi at Keio. 

Readings due while in Tokyo: 

We encourage you to read in advance any of the materials currently posted, that is, to print and 

read before you leave for Tokyo. Some materials will be added in early October, as well. Either 

way, please have on hand in Japan for our discussions: any reading notes you take (especially if 

you read materials in advance and may otherwise forget your reactions and questions), and either 

pdfs (on a device you can bring and easily read from), or the actual printouts of these readings.  

Monday 10/22: 

Readings on IP Management (in preparation for visit to Japan Patent Office) (all three pdfs 

posted on Canvas under “Kindra IP Management” I, II, and III):  

 Andrade & Viswanath, “Twenty Ways to Manage Patent Costs” 

 Prater et al, “Developing, Managing and Monetizing a Patent Portfolio” 

 Koizumi &Takenaka, “The Changing Roles of the Patent Office and the Courts after 

Fujitsu/TI”  

Tuesday 10/23: 

Readings in connection with visit to Tokyo IP High Court & Intro to the Japanese Legal System 

 Excerpts from Milhaupt, Ramseyer & West (pp. 43-55 (-72), 72-75, 330-334)—(posted 

as a single pdf on Canvas, under “Said I”) 

 John O. Haley, “The Japanese Judiciary: Maintaining Integrity, Autonomy, and the 

Public Trust” — posted under “Said II”) 

 Shigenori Matsui, “The Intellectual Property High Court of Japan” —(pdf posted on 

Canvas under “McCarty I”) 

 Japanese IP High Court Brochure: please skim in order to familiarize yourself with the 

system overall, but no need to print all 50 pages, half of which are in Japanese—(pdf 

posted on Canvas under “McCarty II”) 

 Additional materials TBD 

https://www.keio.ac.jp/en/maps/mita.html
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Assignment: Be prepared to ask one question about the judicial system, and be prepared to offer 

at least one observation (which can be a contrast you observe between our system and that of 

Japan, or can be any other observation tied to the readings) 

Wednesday 10/24: 

Financial Services Agency Visit 

Readings TBD (depending on in-class questions during UW sessions) 

Thursday 10/25: 

Readings TBD depending on final visit schedule  

Week 5: 11/2 

Reflections and Debriefing; Preparing for and Coordinating Presentation to the Public 

Please complete the reflections/questionnaire assignment you will find posted on Canvas.  

 

Week 6: 11/9  

No Class (or students may use classtime to prepare for group presentation on Global Mondays as 

necessary) 

 

Week 7: 11/16 

Final class: We will meet to finalize our presentation for Global Mondays, though we are likely 

not to use the entire time.  

 

Monday 11/19 Students and GIS Team to present at Global Mondays, 12:30-1:20 

 

Week 8: 11/23  

No Class: Thanksgiving Holiday 

 

Week 9: 11/30  

No Class 


