
Course Syllabus

Child Advocacy Seminar Syllabus

579A

Autumn 2018

W 8:30 am- 10:20 am, Rm. 441

Instructor  Lisa Kelly E-mail
lisak2@uw.edu

(mailto:lisak2@u.washington.edu) 

Phone 206-685-1826 (Kelly)
Office 

Hours
By appointment

Office 428 Assistant

Victoria Sellers

vsellers@uw.edu

(mailto:vsellers@uw.edu) 

Required Text: 

Lisa Kelly & Kim Ambrose, Representing Youth: Telling Stories, 

Imagining Change, Carolina Academic Press (2017)

 Available in both electronic and hard copy form. 

After the first chapter, this text proceeds in a narrative fashion.  It is designed to help you engage with the law 

and policy in context.  This course is designed to maximize the information embedded in the footnotes and 

breakout boxes by encouraging students to delve more deeply into the underlying law and research.



Description:

Child Advocacy is the pre- or co-requisite for students enrolled in the Children and Youth Advocacy Clinic 

(CAYAC).  The class is open to all other JD and LLM students as well. Students from other units are also 

permitted to enroll, space permitting.

This seminar focuses on what it means to be an attorney for a minor, with particular, but not exclusive, 

emphasis on adolescents in the child welfare system and the overlapping systems that such youth often 

encounter.  This means we will look at how the law responds to youth who run away, who commit juvenile 

offenses while in state care, who may have mental health issues, and/or reproductive health, and educational 

needs. We will be looking at how the dynamics of race, gender identity, poverty, age, and sexuality intersect 

with representation. We will also consider how these systems impact and reinforce larger systems of societal 

marginalization.

At the close of this course, students will have achieved: 

• A working understanding of the overlapping legal systems impacting youth, with particular emphasis on

the child welfare system;

• How to recognize and analyze ethical issues that arise when representing youth;

• Exposure to the skills necessary to represent young people; and

• An introduction to key concepts from other disciplines necessary to the representation of youth.

Grading:

This is a graded class. As a seminar, it is not curved. Everyone has a chance to earn an A. Your grade will 

be based on:

• Class Participation: 20 points

• Mandatory Assignments: 40 points

• Your-Choice Assignments OR Short Paper: 40 points

 95-100 points: A

90-94 points:   A-

85-89 points:   B+

80-84 points:   B

75-79 points:   B-

70-74 points:   C+

65-69 points:   C

60-64 points:   C-



55-59 points:   D

0-54   points:   F

Class Participation Grade:

 We will be learning from one another. You are responsible to contribute knowledgeably to the discussions 

and presentations. Therefore, prepared attendance is critical.

Listening to and engaging with your colleagues’ contributions are critical ingredients for meaningful 

participation. Legal advocacy is an oral art form that often requires the courage to generate a conversation 

between adverse positions in order to move all the parties forward towards a solution. Particularly in the 

sensitive areas that we will be discussing, it is critical that participation be thoughtful, respectful, and open to 

a wide range of views. There are no easy answers to the complex problems that surface in this area of the 

law.

Class participation points will be awarded based on the extent to which you demonstrate that you have done 

the reading assignments and are prepared to engage thoughtfully with the material. The text is narrative and 

is punctuated with breakout boxes. Each chapter has reflections and exercises.  Some of these breakout 

boxes, reflections and exercises make their way into the Mandatory and “Your-Choice” assignments. In 

demonstrating excellence in class participation you are invited to share the thoughts that you developed in 

preparing your answers to the assignments, as well as any other breakout boxes and reflections that piqued 

your interest. Also, don't forget that there are footnotes in the text that provide the law and social sciences 

that undergird the narrative.  Demonstrating that you have delved into aspects of the narrative that interested 

you by looking at the footnotes will also show the extent to which you have come to class prepared and 

ready to engage.

Mandatory Assignments:

In order to maximize your chances of an excellent grade, all students are strongly advised to timely submit 

the mandatory assignments.  Careful attention to deadlines is critical, as late submissions will be 

locked out.

The table of reading and course assignments and the course website provide additional details with respect 

to the substance of the mandatory assignments.  However, for ease of calendaring, the list below provides 

you with the mandatory assignments that must be submitted through the course website, their deadlines 

and point assignments:

 Assignment A: Dependency System Flow Chart: Due by 10/02, noon.—15 points

Assignment B: Maya’s Family Map: Due by10/09, noon.—5 points

Assignment C: Court Observation forms: Due by 10/16, noon—15 points

Assignment D: Trust-Building Scavenger Hunt: Due by 10/23, noon.—5 points



YourChoice Option:

 If you do not want to write a paper, you can choose the “Your-Choice Assignments” option. Students 

choosing this option must complete at least 40 points worth of Your-Choice assignments from the menu of 

“Your-Choice Assignments.” Each assignment is worth 5 points.  Therefore, each student must do eight of 

the Your-Choice Assignments.  Careful attention to deadlines is critical, as late submissions will be 

locked out.

The table of reading and course assignments and the course website provide additional details with respect 

to the substance of the assignments. However, for ease of calendaring, the list below provides you with a 

menu of the Your-Choice assignments together with their deadlines:

Assignment #1 Juvenile Justice in Your State: Due by 9/27, noon.

Assignment #2 Confidentiality in Context: Due by 10/2, noon.

Assignment #3 Reflecting on Mockingbird: Due by 10/2, noon.

Assignment #4 Intergenerational History Mapping: Due by 10/09, noon.

Assignment #5 Explaining the Legal Process: Due by 10/16, noon.

Assignment #6 Haiku: Due by 10/23, noon.

Assignment #7 Self-Care Contract: Due by 10/30, noon.

Assignment #8 Plain Language Order: Due by 11/6, noon.

Assignment #9 Disruptive Innovations: Due by 11/13, noon.

Assignment #10 Anatomy of a Conversation, Due by 11/13, noon.

Assignment #11 The Lawyer’s Role in FGC: Due by 11/13, noon.

Assignment #12 Michael’s Relationship Map: Due by 11/27, noon.

Assignment #13 Imagining a Different Story for Michael: Due by 11/27, noon.

Assignment #14 Reporting a Missing Child: Due by 12/04, noon.

Assignment #15 Washington’s Approach to Incarcerated Parents: Due by 12/04, noon.

Assignment # 16 Epilogue: Due by 12/04, noon.

Paper Option:

 If you choose not to complete 40 points worth of Your-Choice Assignments, you will be expected to write an 

8-10 page paper.  This paper can be inspired by any of the breakout boxes, Reflections and Exercises, 

footnotes, or Epilogue Exercises that intrigue you and that you believe justify an 8-10 page treatment. It can 

take the form of a traditional research paper, a narrative, a manual for professionals or a “Know Your Rights” 

resource with accompanying legal memo.



If you elect the paper option, all papers will be due by 11:59 pm on December 14, 2018.  I am happy to 

meet with students who are interested in this option to help with the selection and framing of the topic.

Papers will be graded by considering the following essential elements of any quality legal writing project:

•  Careful attention to the writing itself: To obtain the highest number of points your paper must have no 

typos, misspellings or unintentional grammatical mistakes. If you are doing a footnoted narrative similar to 

the text, the voice of the narrator may dictate the syntax and even spelling.  However, if you are writing 

the standard legal research paper or even a Manual or Know Your Rights type of document, the writing 

should be clear and carefully executed. I accept the use of “they” variants as a substitute for he/she 

variants.

• Research: As you will learn from reading the text, a lot of research can go into a narrative. Therefore, 

whatever form your paper takes, it should be clear that the law and/or social science supports what you 

have written. Traditional legal research papers, manuals for professional use and narratives should be 

footnoted. know-your-rights  documents should be accompanied by a separate legal essay that explains 

the sources of the information you provide as well as your thought process about why you chose the 

format and language that you did, the decisions you made with respect to the level of detail to provide, 

who you considered your target audience and how you would like this resource to reach them.

• Your Analysis/Critique/Contribution: A quality piece of legal writing is more than expositional. Even a 

Manual or a Know Your Rights pamphlet can offer tips on strategies or things to watch out for when 

engaging in the process. In fact, a Manual or a Know Your Rights pamphlet’s very existence can make a 

contribution if there are no other materials out there like it or if existing materials are out of date or 

inaccessible. In a more traditional research paper, I would expect to see a brief introduction that hooks 

the reader and states your thesis, a short exposition of the legal and/or social science material that is 

necessary to understand your thesis, an analysis or critique of the problem, a recommendation, and a 

very brief conclusion. A narrative will bring to life the realities of the system in a way that will compel 

readers to understand the need for change.

• Timely submission: The deadline for this paper is a hard deadline. I will only grant extensions for 

extenuating circumstances, such as your serious illness/injury or the serious illness/injury or death of a 

loved one.

All papers should be double-spaced and use a 12-point font. They will be uploaded to the course website 

here.

If you are interested in turning this paper into your Advanced Writing paper, I will accept the top three scoring 

papers among those interested in continuing with their work in the second quarter.  You will receive a grade 

for the work you did in this class but you will be permitted to use that work as the basis for a longer, more in-

depth piece to be authored under my supervision in the Winter quarter.

I do not require strict adherence to blue-book citation form. I do, however, expect footnotes that clearly 

provide your sources in a way that I can actually find the text within the source that supports your point. 

Plagiarism will not be tolerated. If you have any questions about proper attribution, please feel free to 

schedule an appointment with me.



Attendance:

Attendance will be taken and is governed by the law school’s minimum attendance policy, which provides:

"At any time after the fifth week of a course…, a student who has been determined by the 

instructor to have attended fewer than 80 percent of the class sessions in any course will be 

required to drop the course from his or her registration upon the instructor’s so indicating to 

the Academic Services Office."

Absences will only be excused for serious health reasons, faith-based obligations, or unavoidable conflicts in 

which professional responsibility would dictate placing the conflicting matter above class time. Examples 

include the students’ own serious illness, the serious illness of a family member requiring the student’s care, 

or a court appearance in which the student is an advocate, party, or juror. Proof of the basis for any request 

for an excused absence may be required.

Child Advocacy Seminar

Course Schedule and Assignments

Date Topic Required Reading & Deadlines

Sept. 26 Introductions

Child Protective 

Services and the child’s 

entry into state care

Overview of the 

Dependency System

Representation of Youth 

in the Child Welfare 

System

Reading and Class Discussion 

Preparation:

Preface, How To Read This Book and 

Chapter 1 

RCW 26.44.020: Definitions. (Links to 

an external site.)Links to an external 

site.

(http://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?

cite=26.44.020) With particular attention 

to definitions (1), (9)-(12) and (16)

RCW 9A.16.100: Use of force on 

children—Policy—Actions presumed 

unreasonable. (Links to an external 

site.)Links to an external site.

(http://apps.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?

cite=9A.16.100) 

WAC 110-30-0030: What is child 

abuse or neglect? (Links to an 



external site.)Links to an external site.

(http://apps.leg.wa.gov/WAC/default.aspx?

cite=110-30-0030) 

(Links to an external site.)Links to an 

external site.

(http://apps.leg.wa.gov/WAC/default.aspx?

cite=388-15-009) RCW 26.44.030: 

Mandatory Reporting (Links to an 

external site.)Links to an external site.

(http://apps.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?

cite=26.44.030) 

(Links to an external site.)Links to an 

external site.

(http://apps.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?

cite=26.44.030) Risk Assessment 

Decision-Making Flowchart

CPS Intake form—be prepared to 

discuss what action you would take if 

you were a CPS intake worker in 

Washington.

Be prepared to discuss  Reflections and

Exercises question number 2. 

Sept. 28 Mockingbird Society 

Presentation

3:30-5:20 p.m.

Location to be 

announced

*In lieu of class on

11/21*

Come prepared to 

listen and engage. 

You should close your 

laptops, put away your 

Reading:

1) Familiarize yourself with the

Mockingbird Society by exploring their 

website. Review their "About Us" and 

"What We Do" pages, and the 

description of the Mockingbird Family 

Model, including the short video.

2) Read Mockingbird Youth

Leadership Summit Proposals 2018 

FINAL

Your-Choice Assignment Option:



phones, or not bring 

them to class.

Assignment #1: Juvenile Justice in 

WA State, upload by noon 9/27.

Oct. 3 Chapter 2

Michael’s Removal & 

Feedback on 

dependency flow 

charts

Reading:

Chapter 2

Mandatory Assignment:

Mandatory Assignment A: 

Dependency Flow Chart, using Chapter 

13.34 RCW: JUVENILE COURT 

ACT—DEPENDENCY , instructions on 

course website. Upload your flowchart 

by noon on 10/2.  

Your-Choice Assignment Options:

Assignment #2: Confidentiality in 

Context, on course website. Upload by 

noon on 10/2. 

Assignment #3: Reflecting on 

Mockingbird Presentation, on course 

website. Upload by noon on 10/2.

Oct. 10 Chapter 3

Maya's Story

Reading:

Chapter 3

Mandatory Assignment:

Assignment B: Maya’s Family Map, on 

course website. Upload to website by 

noon, 10/09 and bring hard copy to 

class.

Your-Choice Assignment Option:

Assignment # 4: Intergenerational 

Mapping. Upload by 8:00 a.m., 10/10.

Oct. 17 Chapter 4

Michael Goes to Court

Reading:

Chapter 4



Mandatory Assignment:

Assignment C: Court observation 

forms. Upload court observation 

forms  to the course website by noon, 

Oct. 16. 

Your-Choice Assignment:

Assignment #5: Explaining the Legal 

Process. Upload by noon, Oct.16.

Oct. 24 Chapter 5

Maya in Contempt

Reading:

Chapter 5

Mandatory Assignment:

Assignment D: Trust-Building 

Scavenger Hunt. Upload by 8:00 a.m., 

10/24.

Your-Choice Assignment Option:

Assignment # 6: Haiku. Upload by 8:00 

a.m., 10/24.

Oct. 31 Chapter 6

Lawyers Helping 

Lawyers

and Guest Lawyer 

Panel

Reading:

Chapter 6

Preparation for Class Activity and 

Discussion:

Bring with you to class something you 

are willing to part with and share with the 

class that symbolizes what you do to 

restore yourself.

Prepare for class by thinking about 

something you would be willing to share 

with others in response to question 2 of 

the Reflections and Exercises.

Your-Choice Assignment Option:



Assignment # 7: Self-Care Contract. 

Upload by 8:00 a.m. 10/31.

Nov. 7 Chapter 7

Michael's Childhood 

Under State 

Supervision

Reading:

Chapter 7

Your-Choice Assignment Option:

Assignment # 8: Plain Language 

Order. Upload by noon, 11/06.

Nov. 14  Chapter 8

Maya In and Out of 

Safe Harbors

Reading:

Chapter 8

Your-Choice Assignment Options:

Assignment #9: Disruptive 

Innovations.  Upload by noon, 11/13.

Assignment #10: Anatomy of a 

Conversation. Upload by noon, 11/13.

Assignment #11: The Lawyer's Role in 

an FGC. Upload by noon 11/13.

Nov.  21 Class Cancelled in 

Exchange for 9/28 

Special Class

Nov. 28 Chapter 9

Michael's Very Secure 

Placement

Reading:

Chapter 9

Your-Choice Assignment Options:

Assignment #12: Michael's 

Relationship Map, Upload by 8:00 a.m., 

11/28



Assignment #13: Imagining a 

Different Story for Michael, Upload 

by noon, 11/27.

Dec. 5 Chapter 10

Maya Leaves the 

System

Chapter 11

Michael Goes Home

Reading:

Chapters 10 and 11

Your-Choice Assignment Options:

Assignment #14:  Reporting a Missing 

Child. Upload by noon,12/4.

Assignment #15: Washington's 

Treatment of Incarcerated Parents. 

Upload by noon, 12/4.

Assignment #16: Epilogue. Upload by 

noon. 12/4.

Access and Accommodations:  Your experience in this class is important to me. If you have already 

established accommodations with Disability Resources for Students (DRS), please communicate your 

approved accommodations to me at your earliest convenience so we can discuss your needs.

If you have not yet established services through DRS, but have a temporary health condition or permanent 

disability that requires accommodations (conditions include but not limited to; mental health, attention-

related, learning, vision, hearing, physical or health impacts), you are welcome to contact DRS at 011 Mary 

Gates Hall or 206-543-8924 or uwdrs@uw.edu (mailto:uwdrs@uw.edu) or disability.uw.edu. 

(http://depts.washington.edu/uwdrs/) DRS offers resources and coordinates reasonable accommodations for 

students with disabilities and/or temporary health conditions.  Reasonable accommodations are established 

through an interactive process between you, your instructor(s) and DRS.  It is the policy and practice of the 

University of Washington to create inclusive and accessible learning environments consistent with federal 

and state law.




