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 Introduction to Law  

Law 300/Management 200 
Summer Quarter 2017 

William Covington, Senior Lecturer  
Class Times/Location: Monday-Thursday, 10:50 a.m.-Noon 

June 19-August 17  

Special Note: There will be no class July 3
rd

  

Room 117, William H. Gates Hall   

 

Overview 
Welcome to Introduction to Law. We will spend the next nine weeks examining the 

American legal system and exploring: 

 Foundations of the American Legal System; 

 Constitutional law;  

 Civil procedure;  

 Property law;  

 Contract law; 

 Tort law; 

 Criminal law; and  

 Special matters governing business practice (time permitting). 

Read this syllabus with care and do not hesitate to contact me with your questions.  

 

Who I Am 

My name is William Covington; I hold the rank of senior lecturer and have been teaching 

at the University of Washington School of Law (UW Law) since 2003. Prior to coming to 

UW Law I practiced as a corporate lawyer and taught in several Washington State 

community colleges.  

 

How to Contact Me 

William Covington  

Room 242, William H. Gates Hall  

(206) 616-4481(Office), (206) 661-6293 (Cellular) covinw@uw.edu 

Assistant: Robin Gianattasio (206) 221-3537 robing@uw.edu  

 

When I Can Be Found in My Office 

My office hours are on Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Thursdays from 9:30-11:30 a.m.; I am 

available at other times by appointment. There may be occasions when outside 

commitments prevent me from being present during normally scheduled office hours. I 

encourage you to come by my office and talk with me about the course any time you feel 

the need. I welcome telephone calls. 

 

The Required Text and Supplemental Materials  

The textbook for this course was written by Jay M. Feinman and is titled: “Law 101, 

Everything You Need to Know About American Law,” 4
th

 edition (Feinman). The text is 

available at the University Bookstore and is, or soon will be, on reserve in the law school 

library. 

mailto:covinw@uw.edu
mailto:robing@uw.edu
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On occasion I use supplemental materials such as news articles, cases and/or discussion 

problems to illustrate important points of law or to stimulate class discussion. I will 

distribute these materials via email and post them on the course web site.  

 

What You Need to Know About the Textbook 

The Feinman textbook provides very general information about six of the eight major 

areas of law identified on the first page of this syllabus. In law school, subjects such as 

torts, contracts, property, criminal law, etc., require students to attend 4 or more hours of 

class per week, for one or more quarters and the assigned reading can consist of hundreds 

of pages. In this class we are covering an enormous amount of material in a very short 

period of time. 

 

I ask you to read the Feinman textbook for two reasons: first; to get a general idea of why 

an area of the law exists and second; to know some of the specific rules and principles 

which arise under that topic. I plan to present each area of law as follows: 

1. Lecture on why it developed and discuss how it is used today; 

2. Describe in detail some of its major rules and principles; and  

3. Discuss news articles, cases and/or and fictional problems which describe how 

this area of law operates in “real life.” 

 

Feinman provides limited information on item 2 above; it is very important to attend class 

because some of the lectures will cover rules and principles not contained in the textbook. 

Please think of Feinman as a guide to the areas of law we will discuss; it is not 

comprehensive.  

 

A Description of the Course and What I Hope to Achieve 
We meet four days a week for nine weeks (note there is no class on July 3

rd
). I plan to 

spend three or more days focusing on each area of law described on page one of this 

syllabus. Please be patient and flexible; I am concerned about how much we can cover in 

each class period and may adjust my lectures and our discussions to ensure we cover the 

bulk of what is contained in the textbook.  

 

My goal is to describe and explain the major rules and principles covering the eight areas 

of law. If I am successful you will be able to look at a fact situation and spot those areas 

where various types of law apply. I also want the course to be interesting, open, and if 

possible, enjoyable. 

 

I lecture using PowerPoint slides.  The slides will be posted on the course web site after 

we discuss each particular area of law. I do this because I double check the slides and 

often make adjustments in the week leading up to the class. I do not share the slides in 

advance nor do I give students my lecture notes.  
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I Am Not Infallible  

Like most, if not all, instructors at this law school I work very hard to make certain you 

are provided with the best possible information; however, no instructor is infallible. We 

are covering wide and diverse areas of the law in which few, if any, teachers can be true 

experts.  I expect there will be questions you pose which I cannot immediately answer; in 

that event I will make it a priority to research that question and have an answer at our 

next meeting.  

 

The Course Web Site 

The course web site is currently “under construction.” Once this work is finished I shall 

provide you with access information. This syllabus, the PowerPoint slides used in the 

class and any other relevant materials will be sent to you via email and posted on the site.  

 

Supplemental Information Sheet (SIS) 

Each week I will send and post a SIS containing: information on the assigned readings; 

special reading assignments such as descriptive news articles and an optional extra credit 

assignment (see below). 

  

How is the Final Grade Determined?  

The course grade will be based on two in-class exams: a midterm (40%) and a final 

examination (60%). Course grades will be based on the final course percentage.  The 

midterm is tentatively scheduled for July 24
th

 (you will be notified well in advance if this 

date changes). The final is to be given on Thursday August 17, the last day of the course.   

 

 Keep the following things in mind about the examinations.  Both will be held in class. 

The examinations will be made up of multiple-choice questions. The examinations will 

cover the assigned reading as well as all material presented and discussed in class. 

You are also responsible for understanding what is contained in the posted PowerPoint 

slides, even if not discussed in class.  

 

The final examination is cumulative and need not emphasize any one part of the course.  

Both examinations will be “closed book”— no books, notes, outlines or other materials 

may be used during the examination.   Exam reschedules will only be allowed in extreme 

circumstances; contact UW Law Academic Services (543-0453, Room 361).  

 

Extra Credit Each SIS shall contain an optional (you only need to do this work if you 

choose to do so) extra credit assignment. Successful completion of each assignment is 

worth one point; that one point shall be added to the midterm or final examination. Points 

accumulated by successful completion of extra credit assignments prior to the midterm 

shall be added to the midterm grade; that accumulated post midterm will be computed 

into the final examination. I shall determine whether or not an extra credit assignment is 

acceptable and worthy of an extra point. Failure to follow directions, technical errata 

and/or failure to make a reasonable effort may result in the extra point not being given.  
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Attending Class and Laptop Use  

As mentioned above, all classes will be held on Mondays through Thursdays in Room 

117 of William H. Gates Hall; you are expected to attend all classes; absences are 

allowed for good reason so please contact me in advance by email or telephone. I expect 

you will attend the entire class session; prolonged absence from the classroom may result 

in penalization. During class please only use your laptop for activities that are directly 

related to our discussion.  Using your laptop to surf the web or answer email distracts you 

and other students; please do not do this. I RESERVE THE RIGHT TO BAN LAPTOP 

USE IF I FEEL THEY HAVE BECOME A DISTRACTION.  

 

Miscellaneous  

If something in class is making you uncomfortable, please let me know. The other person 

you can talk to is Dean Brenda Williams, whom you can reach at brenda3@uw.edu  or in 

her office, Room 373. 

 

Disability Related Needs 

Access and Accommodations:  Your experience in this class is important to me. If you 

have already established accommodations with Disability Resources for Students (DRS), 

please communicate your approved accommodations to me at your earliest convenience 

so we can discuss your needs. 

 

If you have not yet established services through DRS, but have a temporary health 

condition or permanent disability that requires accommodations (conditions include but 

not limited to; mental health, attention-related, learning, vision, hearing, physical or 

health impacts), you are welcome to contact DRS at 011 Mary Gates Hall or 206-543-

8924 or uwdrs@uw.edu or disability.uw.edu.  DRS offers resources and coordinates 

reasonable accommodations for students with disabilities and/or temporary health 

conditions.  Reasonable accommodations are established through an interactive process 

between you, your instructor(s) and DRS.  It is the policy and practice of the University 

of Washington to create inclusive and accessible learning environments consistent with 

federal and state law. 

mailto:brenda3@uw.edu
mailto:uwdrs@uw.edu
http://depts.washington.edu/uwdrs/
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The Assigned Readings  

The chart appearing below identifies dates, topics and readings. Please do the following: 

 Read at least half the assigned chapter by the first date identified below for 

discussion of the particular area of law; 

 Be aware that the reading for each area of law may be supplemented with news 

articles, fictional problems and/or cases; 

 “Pacing” simply means days identified for “catching up” should we have fallen 

behind in the class schedule;  this time shall be used either for covering what has 

not been covered according to the schedule or, if we are moving forward in a 

timely fashion, the regularly assigned work is what we will cover; 

 We may on occasion have to alter the schedule to accommodate guest speakers; I 

shall let you know about such changes as soon as the speakers have confirmed 

their appearance; and 

 Try to stay ahead of the class and let me know if you have questions.  

 

Week One  

Date (Week of 

June 19-22) 

Topic  Readings in 

Textbook 

Misc./Comments  

June 19 

 

What is Law? 

Foundations of the 

American Legal 

System  

None (information 

shall be provided 

through lecture)  

 

June 20 What is Law? 

Foundations of the 

American Legal 

System 

None (information 

shall be provided 

through lecture) 

 

June 21 What is Law? 

Foundations of the 

American Legal 

System 

None (information 

shall be provided 

through lecture) 

 

June 22 Constitutional Law  

 

Feinman  

Chapters 2 and 3 

 

 

Week Two 
Date (Week of 

June 26-June 29) 

Topic  Readings in 

Textbook 

Misc./Comments  

June 26 Constitutional Law   Feinman 

Chapters 2 and 3  

 

June 27 Constitutional Law  Feinman 

Chapters 2 and 3  

 

June 28 Constitutional Law  Feinman 

Chapters 2 and 3  

 

June 29 Civil Procedure  Feinman  

Chapter 4 
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Week Three  
Date (Week of 

July 3-6) 

Topic  Readings in 

Textbook 

Misc./Comments  

July 3   No Class  

July 4   No Class  

July 5 Civil Procedure  Feinman 

Chapter 4 

 

July 6 Civil Procedure  Feinman  

Chapter 4 

 

 

Week Four  
Date (Week of 

July 10-13) 

Topic  Readings in 

Textbook 

Misc./Comments  

July 10 Civil Procedure  Feinman  

Chapter 4 
 

July 11 Pacing Module  This session shall 

be used to catch up 

should we fall 

behind; if not, we 

will continue the 

lecture on civil 

procedure or start 

property law 

July 12 Property Law    Feinman 

Chapter 7  

 

 

July 13 Property Law  Feinman 

Chapter 7 

 

 

Week Five  
Date (Week of 

July 17-20) 

Topic  Readings in 

Textbook 

Misc./Comments  

July 17 Property Law  Feinman 

Chapter 7 

 

July 18 Property Law  Feinman 

Chapter 7 

 

July 19 Contract Law  Feinman 

Chapter 6 

 

July 20 Contract law  Feinman  

Chapter 6 
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Week Six  
Date (Week of 

July 24-27) 

Topic  Readings in 

Textbook 

Misc./Comments  

July 24 Midterm 

Examination   

  

July 25 Contract Law  Feinman 

Chapter 5 

 

July 26 Contract Law  Feinman 

Chapter 6 

 

July 27 Tort Law  Feinman  

Chapter 5 

 

 

Week Seven  
Date (Week of 

July 31-August 3) 

Topic  Readings in 

Textbook 

Misc./Comments  

July 31 Tort Law  Feinman  

Chapter 5 

 

August 1 Tort Law  Feinman 

Chapter 5 

 

August 2 Tort Law  Feinman 

Chapter 5 

 

August 3 Pacing Module   This session shall 

be used to catch up 

should we fall 

behind; if not, we 

will continue the  

lecture on tort law 

or begin the lecture 

on criminal law. 

 

 

Week Eight  
Date (Week of 

August 7-10) 

Topic  Readings in 

Textbook 

Misc./Comments  

August 7 Criminal Law  Feinman  

Chapter  8 

 

August 8 Criminal Law  Feinman 

Chapter 8 

 

August 9 Criminal Law  

 

Feinman 

Chapter 8 

 

August 10 Criminal Law  Feinman  

Chapter 8 
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Week Nine  
Date (Week of 

August 14-17) 

Topic  Readings in 

Textbook 

Misc./Comments  

August 14 Special Matters 

Involving Business 

Practice  

None (information 

shall be provided 

through lecture) 

 

August 15 Special Matters 

Involving Business 

Practice 

None (information 

shall be provided 

through lecture) 

 

August 16 Review for final  No readings  

August 17 Final  

Examination  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


