
University of Washington School of Law 
Spring Quarter, 2017 

 
Professor:  Anna Mastroianni 
Phone:  206.616.3482 
Email:  amastroi@uw.edu 
Office:  420 William H Gates Hall 
Office Hours: After class; other times by email appointment 
 
 

FAMILY LAW: SELECTED TOPICS 
LAW B575 (2 Credits) 

 
SYLLABUS 

 
Class meets Tuesdays, 10:30 am-12:20 pm and Friday, April 14 only, 10:30 am-12:20 pm 

Room 441 
 

Textbook: are excerpts from  Areen, Spindelman & Tsoukalas, Family Law: Cases and 
Materials (6th ed. 2012) (“AST”).  (If you choose to use the hardbound text, be sure it is the 
standard edition, not the concise edition.)  If you do not own the text already (from A580), you 
may wish to consider purchasing the materials as a course pak (assigned casebook pages only) 
through Rams Copy Center, 4144 University Way NE (~$ 45, including tax; order, prepay, next 
day pick-up).  Any Additional course readings and web-references will be posted to CANVAS. 
You may need to use your UW NetID and password to access the materials. 
 
Class Description: 
This seminar course allows for in-depth examination of topics in family law not covered in A580 
(4 cr.) This year’s seminar will focus on the following family law topics: Assisted Reproductive 
Technologies and the Law; Family Law Jurisdiction, Recognition and Choice of Law (focusing 
on Child Custody and Child Support); and, transnational issues arising in the foregoing two 
topics. We will reference and/or critique a number of the legal initiatives arising in those 
contexts, including: the Uniform Parentage Act (UPA_ (including recent proposals); Uniform 
Interstate Family Support Act (UIFSA); Uniform Child Custody Jurisdiction and Enforcement 
Act (UCCJEA); Parental Kidnapping Prevention Act (PKPA) and, the Hague Convention on the 
Civil Aspects of International Child Abduction (Hague Convention). The course will allow 
examination of underlying policy justifications for state approaches to family law. This course 
will be taught and conducted seminar-style. We will be engaged in our exploration of the topics 
covered through shared learning. Taking advantage of the diversity of perspectives in the class, 
each class member will contribute to the learning that occurs. Collaborative learning will be 
reflected in the way that the course is structured and your work is evaluated. 
 
Course Objectives: 
By the end of the course, students should be able to: 

 Identify and analyze jurisdictional issues in the area of child custody and child support 
using  model legislation; 
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 Identify and analyze diverse state law approaches to family building options offered by 
assisted reproductive technologies; 

 Identify and analyze policy justifications for state law approaches to family building with 
assisted reproductive technologies; 

 Identify and apply uniform laws related to jurisdictional issues in family law; and 
 Research and analyze a legal issue in family law in depth. 

 
Access and Accommodation: 
I am committed to providing an inclusive and accessible learning environment for students in 
accordance with policies and practices of the University of Washington and as consistent with 
state and federal law. If you have already established accommodations with Disability Resources 
for Students (DRS), please communicate your approved accommodations to me as early as 
possible so we can discuss your needs in this course. 
 
If you have not yet established services through DRS, but have a temporary health condition or 
permanent disability that requires accommodations (conditions include but not limited to: mental 
health, attention-related, learning, vision, hearing, physical or health impacts), please contact 
DRS at 206-543-8924 or uwdrs@uw.edu or disability.uw.edu.  (Links to an external site.)DRS 
offers resources and coordinates reasonable accommodations for students with disabilities and/or 
temporary health conditions. Reasonable accommodations are established through an interactive 
process between you, the instructor (Mastroianni) and DRS. 
 
Grades: 
The course grade will be based upon: 

(1)  one 2250 min. -2750 max. word ( ~ 9-11 double spaced pages) Research Paper 
analyzing a narrowly defined topic of interest related to the course; 

(2) Six (6) Discussion Postings;  and 
(3) Class Participation and Attendance. 

 
The table below summarizes the assignments, and their respective due dates and grade weights. 
Detailed information on each assignment follows the table. 
 
Grading Note: This course is not subject to the law school’s mandatory grading curve. Because 
each graded assignment is posted on a student-identifiable discussion page or is on a student-
selected topic written with ongoing interaction with the instructor, anonymous grading is not 
possible in this course. Out of fairness to all students in the course, a five-point deduction will be 
made for each 24 hours (or portion thereof) any written submission is late 
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ASSIGNMENT 

GRADE VALUE 

DUE DATE 
Points[total 
400]  

Percentage[total 
100]  

Class Attendance & 
Participation 

72 18 Each class   

Six (6) Discussion Postings 168 42 

By 12:00 PM (Noon) day 
before class meeting (dates 
noted on syllabus) via 
Discussions page on 
CANVAS 
Peer Comments due by 
12:00 PM (Noon) day of 
class (dates noted on 
syllabus) via Discussions 
page on CANVAS 

Research 
Paper 

One Page 
Prospectus 

20 5 

By 12:00 PM (Noon), 
Friday, April 7, via its 
Assignments link on 
CANVAS 

OPTIONAL 
Draft 
Submission 

0 0 

By 12:00 PM (Noon), 
Friday, May 5, via its 
Assignments link on 
CANVAS 
No late submissions 
accepted 

Final Paper 140 35 

By 12:00 PM (Noon), 
Monday, May 22, via its 
Assignments link on 
CANVAS 

 
(1) THE RESEARCH PAPER 
 

Please read carefully and follow the instructions precisely. 
 
Topic. The Paper topic can be either (1) of your choice, and submitted in formal legal 

memorandum or formal legal paper format; OR (2) a commentary and critique of a provision (or 
provisions) of the proposed Uniform Parentage Act in light of what you have learned in the 
course and additional research you conduct. 
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In order to provide you with an opportunity for feedback on your writing during the 
course, the writing process has been divided into three parts as outlined below. 

 
(A) PROSPECTUS. 

Students must select a narrowly defined legal topic of interest in the area of law related to the 
course according to the topic description above. 

(i) Student Choice. Although the topic may be of the student’s choice, it must be 
approved by the instructor. The specific topic may not be one that the student has written 
on before for any class or publication. Students should talk to the instructor for 
clarification if questions arise concerning this requirement. 

(ii) Alternatively, the student may present a commentary and critique of a 
provision (or provisions) of the proposed Uniform Parentage Act. 

 
Students must articulate a narrow legal question of interest in an area of law related to the 
course and present a plan for researching and answering that question. The Prospectus must: 

 
 Articulate a concise thesis statement. If the student plans to draft a legal 

memorandum, the statement should be presented in the formal memo style of a 
preliminary “Issue Presented”, 

 Describe a research plan to answer that question. 
 Include a preliminary bibliography 
 Include the student’s name 
 Be no more than one page 

 
There are no other required style and formatting requirements for this submission. 
The Prospectus is due via its Assignments link on CANVAS by no later than 12:00 PM (Noon) 
on Friday, April 7. The instructor will provide feedback, including topic approval (or 
disapproval) via email or in person. This submission will constitute 5% of your grade. 
 

(B) OPTIONAL DRAFT SUBMISSION. 
A draft of the paper in a condition as close to final as reasonably possible, may be 

submitted to the instructor via its Assignments link on CANVAS by no later than 12:00 PM 
(Noon) on Friday, May 5.  Drafts should be double-spaced, with one-inch (1”) margins all 
around, and 12-point Times New Roman font. Students should use footnote formatting (rather 
than endnotes). Bluebook formatting is not required for this submission. 
This draft submission is OPTIONAL and UNGRADED. No late submissions are accepted (i.e., 
the instructor will not provide written comments and guidance on late submissions), although 
students may make appointments after the draft submission deadline with the instructor to 
discuss memo topics, research, approach, and specific questions. The instructor will be providing 
feedback on the draft via CANVAS or in a scheduled one-on-one instructor-student  meetings. 
 

(C) FINAL PAPER. 
The final version of the Paper will constitute 35% of your grade. 
The minimum number of words required is 2250, and the maximum number of words permitted 
is 2750, not including footnotes. Papers must be double-spaced, with one-inch margins, page 
numbers, and in 12-point Times New Roman font. All memos must use the appropriate 
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Bluebook citation format.  Student Name and Page Number must appear in the upper right hand 
corner of all pages. Word Count (exclusive of footnotes, if any) must be provided on the first 
page. Any Footnotes must be 10 point Times New Roman and Single Spaced. Footnotes must 
use Arabic (not Roman numerals).  Detailed grading criteria will be posted on CANVAS. The 
final version of your paper is due via its Assignments link on CANVAS no later than 12:00 PM 
(Noon) on Monday, May 22. Early submissions are always welcome. 
 

Note on Writing Quality. High-quality writing is the standard for graduate education. I 
expect that you will have proofread all of your submissions for spelling and grammatical 
errors before turning them in. I will pay attention to style as well as content. In general, 
you will lose points for sloppiness and gain points for eloquence. If you know you have 
trouble in these areas, please let me know so I can take that into consideration as I grade 
your writing submissions. One strategy is to read the paper out loud. Another is to have a 
colleague proof your paper before submission so that you learn how to improve your 
writing. For guidance, please refer to The Elements of Style, by William Strunk, Jr., 
(http://www.bartleby.com/141/ (Links to an external site.)) and Style: Ten Lessons in 
Clarity & Grace (7th ed.), by Joseph M. Williams. Both are excellent references for 
organizing and improving your writing in any discipline. In addition, there is a free 
consultation service available through the UW’s Odegaard Writing and Research Center 
(http://depts.washington.edu/owrc/ (Links to an external site.)). Please consult the 
Center’s website for policies, contact information and hours. Your first year legal writing 
instructor may also be a good resource. 
 

(2) DISCUSSION POSTINGS 
The instructor will post a series of questions for class meetings on the Course Discussions page 
on CANVAS. Each student is required to post answers on six (6) Discussion assignments of the 
student’s choice. The purpose of the posts is to foster discussion and questions before class so 
that we can make the best use of our class time together. Unless specifically directed otherwise 
on the Course Discussions page, students are required to (a) submit Answers to each question 
posted by the instructor, and (b) respond to at least two (2) Peer Comments posted by classmates 
(two comments total, not per question). 
 
Important: Once You Post To The Course Discussion Page You Are Committed To Posting For 
The Whole Assignment. Partially Completed Assignments Will Be Treated As A Full Response 
For Grading Purposes. Please contact the instructor if you have any questions. 
 
Answers to posted questions (a, above) are due no later than 12:00 pm (Noon) on the day before 
class meetings, and Peer Comments on classmates’ postings (b, above) are due by 12:00 pm 
(Noon) on the day of class meetings. Please plan your schedules accordingly. 
 
Responses and questions posted on the Course Discussions page will be used to organize and 
guide in-class discussions. Questions will be posted in advance, and students are welcome to 
submit your responses early. The six Discussion postings comprise 42% of your course grade. 
Note: No Peer Comments are required for the first day assignment. 
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(3) CLASS ATTENDANCE & PARTICIPATION 
Active participation by all students is crucial to the success of this class. The expectation is that 
each student will participate in discussion. (Please see the instructor if you have questions about 
this expectation.) It is very important that you come prepared for class, having read the assigned 
materials and thought about the issues. Only one excused absence will be allowed during the 
course out of fairness to other students. You must notify the instructor in advance (by email, 
phone/voice mail, or in person) with a reasonable excuse for non-attendance; you will lose points 
for unexcused absences. Class Attendance and Participation will constitute 18% of your grade. 
 
Important Note on Late Submissions. Due dates are firm, and will not be extended except in 
extenuating circumstances. In the interest of fairness to other students, a five-point deduction 
will be made each 24-hour period any assignment is late. This applies to both the Paper 
assignment and to the Discussion Postings. If you have extenuating circumstances that will 
require renegotiating deadlines, please give me as much warning as possible. You must have 
prior approval to avoid late penalties. Early submissions are always welcome. 
 
Law School Attendance Policy: 
Under ABA Accreditation Standard 304, adopted in August 2004, a law school shall require 
regular and punctual class attendance. At any time after the fifth week of a course (halfway 
through a summer session course), a student who has been determined by the instructor to have 
attended fewer than 80 percent of the class sessions in any course will be required to drop the 
course from his or her registration upon the instructor’s so indicating to the Academic Services 
Office. 
 
See Grades, above for additional attendance standards in this Course. 
 
Podcasts: 
Because this course is taught seminar (discussion) style rather than as lecture style, it will not be 
podcast. The instructor’s PowerPoint slides, if any, will be posted to CANVAS. 
 
Course Evaluation: 
Course evaluations are open online during the last week of classes. Class time will be made 
available on May 16 for filling out your evaluation.  Please bring a laptop or mobile device to 
class on this date to participate in the evaluation. 

Notice: The University has a license agreement with VeriCite, an educational tool that helps 
prevent or identify plagiarism from Internet resources. Your instructor may use the service in 
this class by requiring that assignments are submitted electronically to be checked by VeriCite. 
The VeriCite Report will indicate the amount of original text in your work and whether all 
material that you quoted, paraphrased, summarized, or used from another source is 
appropriately referenced. 

https://itconnect.uw.edu/learn/tools/canvas/canvas-help-for-instructors/assignments-
grading/faculty-guidelines-plagiarism-sw/ 
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Class Meeting Topic Read for This Class 

Week One   

Class 1 

Tuesday, March 28 

Course Introduction 

Beyond Legal Regulation of 
ART 

Issue Spotting: Family Law 
Issues in Assisted Repro Tech 
and Jurisdiction 

AST 670-694 

 

Week Two   

Class 2 
Tuesday, April 4 

Surrogacy Contracts AST 572-599 

Nicolas, Peter, Straddling the 
Columbia: A Constitutional Law 
Professor's Musings on 
Circumventing Washington State's 
Criminal Prohibition on 
Compensated Surrogacy (2014). 
Washington Law Review, Vol. 89, 
No. 4, Pp. 1235-1309, 2014; 
University of Washington School of 
Law Research Paper No. 2014-26. 
Also available at 
SSRN: http://ssrn.com/abstract=2549
287   Required reading: pages 
1235-1267; 1282-1293. 

Skim for Reference Use: 

Uniform Parentage Act (draft March 
2017) 

Uniform Parentage Act (WA) RCW 
26.26 

UPA (2000/02) adoption  
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Week Three   

Class 3  
Tuesday April 11 

ART and Parentage  AST 600-611 

Excerpt: Volokh, Academic Legal 
Writing  

Skim for Reference Use: 

Uniform Parentage Act (draft March 
2017) 

Uniform Parentage Act (WA) RCW 
26.26 

UPA (2000/02) adoption 

Class 4 
Friday, April 14 

10:30-12:20 

Assisted Reproductive 
Technologies and Parentage 
(cont.) 

AST 612-633 

Skim for Reference Use: 

Uniform Parentage Act (draft March 
2017) 

Uniform Parentage Act (WA) RCW 
26.26 

UPA (2000/02) adoption 

Week Four   

Class 5 
Tuesday, April 18 

Rights and Interests of Children 
Conceived through ART  

AST 634-641 

Skim for Reference Use: 

Uniform Parentage Act (draft March 
2017) 

Uniform Parentage Act (WA) RCW 
26.26 

UPA (2000/02) adoption 

Week Five   

Class 6  
Tuesday, April 25 

Rights and Interests of Children 
Conceived through ART  

AST 641-648 

Skim for Reference Use: 

Uniform Parentage Act (draft March 
2017) 

Uniform Parentage Act (WA) RCW 
26.26 

UPA (2000/02) adoption 
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Week Six   

Class 7  
Tuesday, May 2  

Other Legal issues in ART  AST 648-670 

Skim for Reference Use: 

Uniform Parentage Act (draft March 
2017) 

Uniform Parentage Act (WA) RCW 
26.26 

Uniform Law Commission, UPA 
(2000/02) adoption 

Week Seven   

Class 8 
Tuesday, May 9 

Jurisdiction, Recognition, 
Choice of Law  

AST 1190-1207 

Skim for Reference Use: 

Uniform Law Commission, Child 
Custody Jurisdiction and 
Enforcement Act Summary 

Uniform Law Commission, UCCJEA 
adoption 

Uniform Law Commission, UCCJEA 
(1997)  

Week Eight   

Class 9 
Tuesday, May 16 

Jurisdiction, Recognition, 
Choice of Law (cont.) 

Summing up 

Course Evaluations 

AST 1208-1222 

Skim for Reference Use: 

Uniform Law Commission, Interstate 
Family Support Act Amendments 
(2008) Adoption Summary 

Uniform Law Commission, UIFSA 
(2008) 

Hague Convention on the Civil 
Aspects of International Child 
Abduction 

There is no final exam for Family Law: Special Topics, B575.    

 


