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COURSE OVERVIEW AND GOALS  
 
This course will introduce, examine, and analyze criminal justice strategies and policies in the United States. The course is structured as a 
seminar and the expectation is that the class will delve into the theory, application and realities of the structures and institutions 
underlying fundamental components of the criminal justice system.  Topics will include legislative definitions of criminalization, law 
enforcement, courts, and corrections. Through the course we will pay particular attention to current topics and current challenges facing 
the criminal justice system in the United States. We will also have a number of guest speakers on topics related to criminal justice.   

The goals of the course are to: 1) develop an understanding of the critical issues facing the criminal justice system; 2) increase our 
understanding of how these issues may impact a lawyer’s work in the criminal justice system; 3) deepen our ability to converse 
knowledgeably and constructively about challenging and sometimes polarizing issues in the system; and 4) identify ways lawyers can be 
leaders on issues facing our criminal justice system, whether or not they choose full-time work in the system.  

READINGS 

In lieu of a text or casebook, the course will use an array of materials to inform and frame the course conversations.  Material for each 
class will be available on the course Canvas website.  All written material for course preparation will be finalized at least one week 
(seven days) before the class for which it is assigned.   

COURSE PARTICIPATION REQUIREMENTS AND GRADING  
 
The criminal justice system can evoke emotional or personal feelings amongst each of us. In this class, we will each bring differing 
experiences and opinions and over the course of the quarter each of us will be expected to share those opinions.  Each of us will also be 
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expected to be able to understand and articulate positions different from the ones we actually hold.  All comments should be treated with 
respect and understanding.  
 
Student Experts: For each class discussion, 2-3 students will sign up to be experts for the class discussion (meaning that each of you 
will be expected to be an expert 3 times during the quarter). You should sign up for two expert dates by Sunday, October 1, 2017 or you 
will be assigned dates.  It is the responsibility of the experts to work together to generate discussion or exercises to assist the class to 
address the class topic and material. Specifically, the expert group should generate ideas, discussion questions, problems and /or other 
class activities to help generate a meaningful, critical, and solutions-oriented learning experience with the class. Supplemental materials 
can, but need not, be used. The expert group must email to the professor no later than 72 hours before class their thoughts and ideas and 
must post to the Canvas Discussion Board, at least 24 hours before the assigned class, discussion questions / problems / materials to be 
reviewed prior to the class. The expert panel should ensure the voicing of reasonable alternate positions challenging prevailing classroom 
perspectives and sentiments with one or more opposing viewpoints.  Performance as student experts will constitute 25% of the total 
course grade. 
 
Class Participation: Students will be graded on their ability to engage and promote constructive conversations about sometimes difficult 
issues involving our criminal justice system, including by articulating perspectives that might be different from their own. Each student in 
the seminar is expected to participate by contributing to the conversation during the vast majority of classes. Because the seminar is a 
cooperative / collaborative learning setting, a lack of participation will diminish the experience for all of the participants. Generally 
speaking, effective class participation means commenting thoughtfully on the reading material, presenting perspectives, including 
countervailing perspectives, listening carefully to others, and engaging in responsive and constructive communication. Please respect 
others and be sure to support everyone in participating even if you have to limit your own comments in order to permit participation by 
all students. Excellent participation means acknowledging different viewpoints, connecting class discussions over the course of the 
quarter by referencing back to earlier topics or to relevant topics. It also means not being distracted by phones, laptops or other 
technology. Class participation (outside performance as student experts) will constitute 15% of the total course grade. 
 
Paper or Project: In lieu of an exam, the major course submission will be a 15-20 page double-spaced paper or a comparable 
community project. Along with course participation, this paper / project will satisfy the advanced writing requirement. Students must 
select and submit to the professor: a paper topic by October 6; a topic abstract / summary and bibliography (250 words) by October 18; 
an outline of the paper / project and a revised topic abstract / summary by November 5; and the final paper or project on or before 
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December 3. Students will also have at least two individual meetings with the professor regarding the paper or project. We will discuss 
potential paper topics in-class during the first week of class. Student work on the paper, including compliance with all writing steps and 
deadlines will constitute 60% of the total course grade. 
 

MISCELLANEOUS POLICIES 

Attendance Policy: Under changes to ABA Accreditation Standard 304, adopted in August 2004, a law school shall require regular and 
punctual class attendance. At any time after the fifth week of a course (halfway through a summer session course), a student who has 
been determined by the instructor to have attended fewer than 80 percent of the class sessions in any course will be required to drop the 
course from his or her registration upon the instructor’s so indicating to the Academic Services Office. 

Course Evaluations: Course evaluations are open online during the last week of classes. Class time will be made available on March 6 
for filling out your evaluation.  Please bring a laptop or mobile device to class on this date to participate in the evaluation.   

Communication: The class is on Canvas.  You will be responsible for checking Canvas for announcements, assignments, changes to 
class schedule and other course related matters.  I keep office hours by appointment.  Email me directly to set up an appointment.  I 
would be glad to meet with you to discuss with me any topics related to the course material, law school, the law generally, or other 
matters. The syllabus will change throughout the quarter. Please check Canvas for the most recent on-line version of the syllabus as well 
as for announcements and assignments.   

Podcasts: The in-class course discussions will not be podcast. 

 
CLASS TOPICS: 
 
I apologize in advance - course topics and dates are very likely to change owing to a number of variables including guest speaker 
schedules.  Reading material for each class will be available on the course Canvas website at least one week (seven days) before the class 
for which it is assigned. 
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Date Topics Assignment NOTES 

9/28 Theories of Criminal 
Justice; Crime Myths & 
the Polarization of 
Criminal Justice 
 

Readings: 
 Kadish – Institutions and Processes 

Background Reading 
 James Wilson – How Correct was Henry 

M Hart? (Discussing Henry Hart’s The 
Aims of Criminal Law) 

 Alan Jenkins – A Visionary Criminal 
Justice System (from The Sentencing 
Project 25th Anniversary) 

 We Are All Criminals - reading 
 

Complete prior to class: 
 Canvas questionnaire 
 Anonymous survey monkey 

questionnaire 
 
In Class Discussion of Paper Topics  
 

10/3 Criminalization – 
Legislation & Politics of 
Crime 
 

Readings: 
 Paul Robinson et al – The Five Worst (and 

Five Best) American Criminal Codes 
 The Mythology (and Reality) of Crime and 

Justice in the United States 
 Paul Butler – The System is Working the 

Way it is Supposed To 
 

 
 

10/5 Criminal Trials – The 
Structure of Criminal 
Adjudication 
 

Readings: 
 Kadish – Background on the Structure of a 

Criminal Trail  
 Akhil Amar vs. Johnny Cochran – A 

Debate on Defendants’ Rights 
 Malcolm Feeley – The Process is the 

Punishment 
 

 
Paper / Project Topic Due (email to 
montee@uw.edu (and professor  
jwest2@uw.edu by midnight 10/6) 
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10/10 The Adversarial System; 
Prosecution and Defense 
Functions 
 

Readings: 
 Barbara Babcock – Defending the Guilty 
 Al Alschuler vs. John McGinnis – Lawyers 

& Truth - 2 Perspectives 
 Juleyka Lantigua-Williams – The Atlantic 

– Are Prosecutors the Key to Justice 
Reform 

 Randolph Stone & Charles Hynes – Policy 
Perspectives on the Role of Counsel 

 LA Times - California Prosecutors Can 
Face Criminal Prosecution  
 

Guests: 
 Adrienne McCoy, King County 

Prosecutor’s Office 
 Twyla Carter, King County 

Public Defender 

10/12 Criminal Sanctions & 
Punishment 
 

Readings: 
 Kadish – The Justifications of Punishment 
 Lubansky - Psychology Today, A Few 

Words in Favor of Compassion & 
Punishing Wrongdoers – A Better Way? 

 Stuntz – The Rule of Too Much Law (from 
The Collapse of Criminal Justice) 

 

 

10/17 Alternatives: Sentencing 
and Beyond 
 

Readings: 
 Daniel D’Amico, Cato Institute, The 

Origins of Mass Incarceration: Why 
Nations Jail	

 Adam Gopnik, The New Yorker, The 
Caging of America	

 Michelle Alexander, Ohio State Journal of 
Criminal Law, The New Jim Crow	

 

250 word topic Abstract / Summary & 
Bibliography Due (email to professor 
by midnight 10/18) 
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10/19 Individual Meetings with 
Professor 

Meetings with Professor in lieu of class 
 
Assignment: 
Over the Next Two Weeks, Watch: 
13th - 2016 documentary by director Ava 
DuVernay – On Netflix (contact the professor if 
you don’t have access to Netflix) 
 

Individual Meetings with Professor RE: 
Paper / Project (in lieu of class) 
 

10/24 Drug Policy & The War 
on Drugs 
 

Readings: 
 Kenneth B. Nunn, Race, Crime and the 

Pool of Surplus Criminality: Or Why the 
"War on Drugs" was a "War on Blacks" 

 William Jefferson Clinton, Remarks on 
Signing the Violent Crime Control and 
Law Enforcement Act Of 1994 

 Drug Enforcement Agency, Speaking Out 
Against Drug Legalization & DOJ / DEA 
August 11, 2016 Letter Re: Marijuana 
Classification 

 Dan Baum, Harpers Magazine, Legalize it 
All 

Guest: 
 Mark Cooke, Drug Policy 

Advocate, ACLU of 
Washington 
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10/26 Class Policing: Theories 
(& Realities) of Policing 
Choices 
 

Readings: 
 President's Task Force on 21st Century 

Policing: The State of Policing in the 
United States, 2016 (skim)  

 Sue Rahr & Stephen Rice, From Warriors 
to Guardians: Recommitting American 
Police Culture to Democratic Ideals 

 Ta-Nehisi Coates, The Atlantic, The Myth 
of Police Reform  

 Shankar Vedantam, NPR: Hidden Brain, 
How A Theory Of Crime and Policing Was 
Born, And Went Terribly Wrong (here) 

Guests: 
Rex D. Caldwell & Matt Faulk - WA 
State Criminal Justice Training 
Commission 
 
 

10/31 Insanity / Mental Illness / 
Mentally Ill Offenders 
 

Readings: 
 Jaqueline Buffington-Vollum – Deliberate 

Indifference: Mental Illness & the 
Criminal Justice System 

 Case Study in Pleas of Insanity – The John 
Hinckley Trial  

o Please read the material on the case 
found here 

 

11/2 Juveniles / Youthful 
Offenders  
 

Readings: 
 Models for Change - Juvenile Diversion 

Guidebook (excerpt)  
 Frances Reddington – “Getting Tough” & 

the Adultification of Juvenile Justice 
 Franklin Zimring – The Common Thread – 

Diversion in Criminal Justice 
 News articles on Dominique Davis / 180 

Program 
 Case of the Shipwrecked Sailor (for 

discussion with guests)  
 

Guests: 
 Dominique Davis – 180 

Program 
 4-6 diverted youthful offenders 
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11/7 Peer Feedback on Papers 
 

Readings: No Additional Reading 
 

 

 

11/9 Policing the Police: Bias, 
Stops and Force,  
The Seattle Police 
Department Example 
 

Readings: 
 DOJ Investigation into Seattle Police 

Department, December 2011 (excerpt) 
 Becky Fish (student), Reforming the 

Seattle Police Department (excerpt) 
 USA v Seattle, Settlement Agreement 

(skim) 
 Proposed Police Accountability Ordinance, 

08-10-16  

Outline and revised topic Abstract / 
Summary Due (email to professor by 
midnight 2/10) 
Guests:   

 Fé Lopez, Executive Director, 
Seattle Community Police 
Commission 

 Lisa Daugaard, Director, Public 
Defender Association 

11/14 TBD 
 
 

TBD  

11/16 Prison Visit Leaving the law school at 11:00 AM & returning 
at 3:30 PM. Details to follow  

Visit to Monroe Reformatory - 
Washington State Correctional 
Facility 
 
 

11/21 No CLASS 
 

No class 11/21/17  
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11/28 Policing: Emerging 
Technologies & Privacy 
 
 
 

Readings: 
 Fortenberry - Law Enforcement 

Organizations: Possibilities & Challenges 
for the Future 

 Greengard – Policing the Future  
 ACLU – Community Control Over Police 

Surveillance / Technology 101  
 ACLU – Statement on SPD Real Time 

Crime Center 
 Hertz, The Stranger, SPD Secret Social 

Media Tracking 
 Steven D. Seybold (Texas Law Review 

student note), Somebody’s Watching Me: 
Civilian Oversight of Data-Collection 
Technologies (excerpt) 

Guests:   
 Rebecca Boatright, Chief Legal 

Counsel, Seattle Police 
Department 
 

11/30 TBD 
 

 TBD Final paper or project due on or 
before December 3 

12/5 The Death Penalty 
 
 

Readings: 
 Scott Vollum, Ultimate Punishment or 

Failed Public Policy 
 Lincoln Caplan, Death Throes, Changing 

How American Thinks About Capital 
Punishment 

 Death Penalty Information Center, Facts 
about the Death Penalty 

 Explore: http://www.deathpenaltyinfo.org/ 
 

 

 


