
University of Washington School of Law 
Pre-Autumn Quarter, 2017 

Professor:  Renée P. Ryan 
Phone:  (206) 817-1430 
Email:  rpr2@uw.edu 
Office:  Room 446 
Office Hours: By appointment 
 

INTRODUCTION TO INCOME TAXATION 
LAW T505 
SYLLABUS  

 
Class meets 4:00 – 6:30, MTWT, Sept. 5 – 18 

Room 117 
 
 
Textbook:  Samuel A. Donaldson and Donald B. Tobin, Federal Income Tax: A 
Contemporary Approach, 2nd Edition (West Academic Publishing).  You will also need 
access to the Internal Revenue Code and Income Tax Regulations. 

Class Description: 
Introduction to Income Taxation introduces fundamental concepts in federal income 
taxation including the definition of income, the computation of tax liability, exclusions 
from income, basis, deductions available for individuals in computing, and taxable 
income.  The course will also present overviews of concepts explored in more detail in 
other courses, including capital gains and losses and timing issues.   

Learning Objectives:  The course is intended to provide students with a basic 
understanding of the structure of the Internal Revenue Code, including the steps to 
interpret a code section and corresponding regulations, and provide familiarity with the 
current income tax regime.  

Access and Accommodation: 
Your experience in this class is important to me. If you have already established 
accommodations with Disability Resources for Students (DRS), please communicate your 
approved accommodations to me at your earliest convenience so we can discuss your 
needs in this course. 

If you have not yet established services through DRS, but have a temporary health 
condition or permanent disability that requires accommodations (conditions include but 
are not limited to: mental health, attention-related, learning, vision, hearing, physical or 
health impacts), you are welcome to contact DRS at 206-543-8924 or uwdrs@uw.edu or 
disability.uw.edu. DRS offers resources and coordinates reasonable accommodations for 
students with disabilities and/or temporary health conditions. 

Reasonable accommodations are established through an interactive process between you, 
me, and DRS. It is the policy and practice of the University of Washington to create 
inclusive and accessible learning environments consistent with federal and state law. 

  

mailto:uwdrs@uw.edu
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Grades: 

Your grade for this course is primarily based on a two-hour final examination scheduled 
for Monday, September 18, 2017 from 4:00 – 6:00 p.m.  Your grade may be increased by 
In-Class Presentations and increased or decreased by Class Participation (see below). The 
exam schedule is available at http://www.law.washington.edu/Students/Exams.aspx.  It is 
your responsibility to know when your exam is schedule. 

In-Class Presentations: 
One of the hardest skills for a tax attorney to learn is how to explain complicated tax 
provisions to someone unfamiliar with the tax code.  A few times during the course, we 
will divide into groups to analyze a “client” issue.  Each group will then present a solution 
to the class.  Positive contributions to these discussions and presentations may raise your 
final grade. 

Class Participation: 
This course has a compressed class schedule.  Therefore, I expect each student to regularly 
attend and participate in the class discussions and prepare solutions to the assigned 
problems prior to class.  I recognize that life happens and you may not always be 
prepared; as long as you regularly attend and participate in class discussions, you will 
receive full credit for participation.  If you contribute significantly, I may raise your final 
grade up one increment.  If you consistently miss class or are unprepared, I reserve the 
right to lower your grade by one increment. 

Law School Attendance Policy: 
Under changes to ABA Accreditation Standard 304, adopted in August 2004, a law school 
shall require regular and punctual class attendance. 

At any time after halfway through the course, a student who has been determined by the 
instructor to have attended fewer than 80 percent of the class sessions will be required to 
drop the course from his or her registration upon the instructor so indicating to the 
Academic Services Office. 

Cell Phones (Computers): 
Cell phones and computers are permitted in class.  Talking on cell phones during class is 
not permitted. 

Course Evaluation: 
You will have time in class on Thursday, September 14 to complete your evaluation.  
Please bring a laptop or mobile device to class on this date to participate in the evaluation.   

 

 

 

Class Meeting Topic Reading and 
Problems 

Class 1 
Tuesday, 9/5 

• Introduction 
• American Legal System 
• Tax Rates and Progressivity 
• Filing Status 

Donaldson & Tobin 
(D&T):   
Skim pp. 1-18;  
Read pp. 29-55; 57-66 

http://www.law.washington.edu/Students/Exams.aspx
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Class Meeting Topic Reading and 
Problems 

• Taxable Income 
• Personal Exemptions 
• Deductions and Credits 
• Gross Income 

 
Code & Treas. Regs. 
as set out in D&T 
 
Problems: 
2-1(a) & (b) 
 

Class 2 
Wednesday, 9/6 

• Gross Income continued 
• Finds 
• Barter Exchanges 
• Illegal Income 
• Compensation for Services 
• Payments to 3rd Parties 

D&T:   
Read pp. 66-96 
 
Code & Treas. Regs. 
as set out in D&T 
 
Problems: 
3-1 through 3-7 
 

Class 3 
Thursday, 9/7 

• Meals and Lodging Furnished on 
Employer’s Premises 

• Statutory Fringe Benefits 
• Property Received for Services 
• Gifts & Bequests 

D&T:   
Read pp. 96-137 
 
Code & Treas. Regs. 
as set out in D&T 
 
Problems: 
3-8 through 3-15 
 

Class 4  
Monday, 9/11 

• Loans and Cancellation of Debt 
• Gains from Dealing in Property 
• Special Basis Rules 
• Transfers in Satisfaction of an 

Obligation 
• Intro to Flavor of Income 
• Assignment of Income 

D&T:   
Read pp. 137-185 
 
Code & Treas. Regs. 
as set out in D&T 
 
Problems: 
3-16 through 3-20 
 

Class 5 
Tuesday, 9/12 

• Capital Expenditures v. 
Expenses 

• Trade or Business Expense 
• Limits on Business Expenses 
 

D&T:   
Read pp. 209-294 
(skim as discussed in 
class) 
 
Code & Treas. Regs. 
as set out in D&T 
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Class Meeting Topic Reading and 
Problems 

Problems: 
4-1 through 4-7 
 

Class 6 
Wednesday, 9/13 

• Investment Expenses 
• Depreciation of Tangible 

Property 
• Amortization of Intangible 

Property 

D&T:   
Read pp. 294- 342 
 
Code & Treas. Regs. 
as set out in D&T 
 
Problems: 
4-8 through 4-11 
 

Class 7 
Thursday, 9/14 

• Business & Investment Losses 
• Casualty & Theft Losses 
• Net Operating Losses 
• Loss Limitations 
• Final Exam Review 

D&T:   
Read pp. 343- 369 
 
Code & Treas. Regs. 
as set out in D&T 
 
Problems: 
4-12 through 4-14 
 

The final exam for T505, Introduction to Income Taxation is currently scheduled for 
Monday, September 18 from 4:00-6:00 p.m.  You are responsible for reviewing the 
exam schedule to determine if the exam schedule changes.   
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