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Intensive Legal Writing Workshop 
Law A597b 
Fall 2017 

 
Lecturer Ben Halasz 
bshalasz@uw.edu 
(206) 543-4947  
William H. Gates Hall Room 309  
  

Office Hours:   TBA 
Or by appointment 
  

CLASS MEETS: 
Wednesdays 10:30 – 12:20 
Room 217  

Assistant:  Curtis Terry 

Ph: 206.543.0524 

Email: tacurts(at)uw.edu 

Hours: M-F, 8am- 5pm 

 
 

    CANVAS site: https://canvas.uw.edu/courses/1173982/assignments/syllabus 

COURSE OVERVIEW 

A lawyer can obscure good arguments by using dense writing that doesn’t meet the needs of busy 
readers. This course is designed to help students understand how they can meet those needs—and 
persuade their readers—through choices involving grammar, sentence structure, and paragraph 
structure. In addition, students will practice critical reading skills and editing techniques. 

Class time will be devoted to a mix of demonstrations, discussions, and workshops. Outside of 
class, students will complete exercises from the text to hone writing and editing skills; and they 
will work on two papers. For one paper, students will write a journalistic-style report on a 
judicial opinion. For the other, they will rewrite a piece of their own prior legal writing using 
techniques they’ve learned in the course. They will also complete self-reflections on their 
personal goals and progress in the course.   

REQUIRED TEXT 

Joseph M. Williams & Joseph Bizup, Style, Lessons in Clarity and Grace, Pearson/Longman, 
11th ed. 2014 [ISBN-13: 978-0-321-89868-5]   (available at the UW Bookstore or Amazon.com) 

SUGGESTED Grammar and Usage Guides 

• Bryan A. Garner, The Elements of Legal Style; The Redbook: A Manual on Legal Style; A 
Dictionary of Modern Legal Usage; Legal Writing in Plain English (any edition past the 
year 2000) 

• Jessica Clements et al., The Chicago Manual of Style (any edition past the year 2000) 

• Diana Hacker, A Writer’s Reference (any edition past the year 2000) 

• Martha Kolln, Rhetorical Grammar (any edition past the year 2000) 

mailto:bshalasz@uw.edu
https://canvas.uw.edu/courses/1173982/assignments/syllabus
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 GRADING (2 credits on a mastery basis) 

• 25% for completion of text exercises, engagement (attendance, preparation, 
participation), and self-reflection 

• 75% for your work on Problems One and Two  

 LEARNING OBJECTIVES  

• To recognize good legal writing 

• To master the conventions of grammar, sentence structure, and paragraph structure 

• To recognize techniques that make legal writing easy to read 

• To learn effective self and peer-editing 

ACCESS AND ACCOMODATIONS 

If you have already established accommodations with Disability Resources for Students (DRS), 
please communicate your approved accommodations to me at your earliest convenience so we 
can discuss your needs. 

If you have not yet established services through DRS, but have a temporary health condition or 
permanent disability that requires accommodations (conditions include but not limited to; mental 
health, attention-related, learning, vision, hearing, physical or health impacts), you are welcome 
to contact DRS at 011 Mary Gates Hall or 206-543-8924 or uwdrs@uw.edu or disability.uw.edu. 
DRS offers resources and coordinates reasonable accommodations for students with disabilities 
and/or temporary health conditions. 

Reasonable accommodations are established through an interactive process between you, your 
instructor(s) and DRS. It is the policy and practice of the University of Washington to create 
inclusive and accessible learning environments consistent with federal and state law. 

SCHEDULE OF READINGS AND ASSIGNMENTS 

Please post all assignments to Canvas before class, and check the syllabus regularly for revisions 
and updates.  

 
Week 1: Understanding Style and Grammar 

September 27 Read Williams Lessons 1 & 2. 

Weeks 2-3: Clarity Through Actions and Characters 

October 4 Read Williams Lesson 3; complete and turn in to CANVAS exercises 3.1, 3.2, 3.3, 
3.4, 3.5, and 3.7. 

October 11 

Read Williams Appendix II and Lesson 4; complete and turn in to CANVAS 
exercises 4.1, 4.2, 4.3, and 4.6. 

Read the opinion in SmithKline Beecham v. Abbott Laboratories (posted under 
Assignments Module). Take notes if you wish, to prepare for an in-class “quick-
write” exercise summarizing the opinion. 

Read Problem One assignment and begin looking for a case to write about. 

https://canvas.uw.edu/courses/1173982/assignments/3841937
https://canvas.uw.edu/courses/1173982/assignments/3841937
https://canvas.uw.edu/courses/1173982/assignments/3841951
https://canvas.uw.edu/courses/1173982/assignments/3841951
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Week 4:  Cohesion and Coherence  

October 16 Submit your first draft of Problem One by noon.  

October 18 Read Williams Appendix I and Lesson 5; complete and turn in to CANVAS 
exercises 5.1, 5.2, and 5.3. 

 Weeks 5-6: Clarity of Form  

October 23 Submit the final version of Problem One by noon.   

October 25 
Read Williams Lesson 6; complete and turn in to CANVAS exercises 6.1 and 6.2. 

Optional reading – a critique of Strunk & White’s Elements of 
Style:  http://chronicle.com/article/50-Years-of-Stupid-Grammar/25497 

November 1 

Read Williams Lessons 7 & 8. While reading, focus on Lesson 7 as an introduction 
to Lesson 8.  

Find a judicial opinion that opens with an especially clear and informative 
introduction. Bring to class a paper copy of this passage and be ready to explain to a 
classmate why you selected it. 

Read the Problem Two assignment and choose a project. Come to class prepared to 
explain what you’ve chosen, why, and what you hope to accomplish. 

Week 7: Concision  

November 8 Read Williams Lesson 9; complete and turn in to CANVAS exercises 9.1, 9.2, and 
9.3. 

Week 8: Grace  

November 15 Read Williams Lesson 10; complete and turn in to CANVAS exercises 10.1 and 
10.2. 

November 22 Thanksgiving break—no class.   

Week 9: Elegance 

November 29 Read Williams Lessons 11 and 12; complete and turn in to CANVAS exercise 11.2. 

Week 10: Wrapping it up 

December 4 
Submit the first version of Problem 2 by 5:00 p.m. 
Submit your personal revision checklist and self-reflection by 5:00 p.m. 

December 6 No reading for today. We’ll continue work on Lessons 9 through 12. Please bring a 
hard copy of your planned submission for Problem 2. 

December 8  Submit the final version of Problem 2 by 4:00 p.m.  

 

https://canvas.uw.edu/courses/1173982/assignments/3841952
https://canvas.uw.edu/courses/1173982/assignments/3841953
https://canvas.uw.edu/courses/1173982/assignments/3841953
https://canvas.uw.edu/courses/1173982/assignments/3841954
https://canvas.uw.edu/courses/1173982/assignments/3841955
http://chronicle.com/article/50-Years-of-Stupid-Grammar/25497
https://canvas.uw.edu/courses/1173982/assignments/3861559
https://canvas.uw.edu/courses/1173982/assignments/3861559
https://canvas.uw.edu/courses/1173982/assignments/3841965
https://canvas.uw.edu/courses/1173982/assignments/3841965
https://canvas.uw.edu/courses/1173982/assignments/3841967
https://canvas.uw.edu/courses/1173982/assignments/3841970
https://canvas.uw.edu/courses/1173982/assignments/3862155
https://canvas.uw.edu/courses/1173982/assignments/3841971

