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INTERNATIONAL LAW 
Law A574, Autumn 2017 

Tues/Thurs. 1:30-3:20 p.m., Room 119 

 

Professor Melissa J. Durkee 

Office: Room 318  

Office Hours: Tues./Thurs. 3:30-4:30 p.m.  

(and by email appointment: mdurkee@uw.edu) 

 

Assistant: Curtis Terry 

Office: Room 422 

Office Hours: Mon.-Fri. 8 a.m.-5 p.m.  

tacurtis@uw.edu / 206.543.0524 

COURSE OVERVIEW  

 International law is both a substantive body of rules and an array of processes by which law 

is created, interpreted, and enforced. This course is designed to introduce you to both the 

substance and process aspects of international law. To that end, the course places particular 

emphasis on the decision-making mechanisms by which international law is developed and 

carried out, the institutions that serve as deciders, and the legal regimes that take shape as a 

result. The course will also consider both traditional international law doctrines and 

contemporary pressures on them. We will begin with the sources of international law and 

participants in the international system. We will next consider how the system addresses 

problems related to global interdependence and integration, and will finally turn to challenges to 

the international legal order, such as the use of force and conduct of war. Throughout, we will 

engage in critical reflection on the legitimacy, efficacy and justice of the international system as 

it is currently configured.  

1. Objectives 

 At the conclusion of the course you should be able to: 

 Identify sources of international law, including the capacity to: 

o Assess whether a source of law is binding, and upon whom; 

o Rank the relative authoritativeness of different sources of international law; 

o Recognize the potential significance of non-binding international legal materials. 
 

 Identify participants in the international system, including the capacity to: 

o Understand classic doctrines of state sovereignty and challenges to them; 

o Identify the most significant international organizations and their roles; and 

o Assess the roles of non-traditional participants in the international system, such as 

business entities, non-governmental organizations, and individuals. 
 

 Use legal sources to construct legal arguments and evaluate proposed solutions to 

problems in a variety of substantive areas. 

 



International Law Syllabus, Autumn 2017 – Version 1.1 – Page 2 

 

2. Course Texts 

 Casebook: JEFFREY DUNOFF, STEVEN R. RATNER & DAVID WIPPMAN, INTERNATIONAL 

LAW NORMS, ACTORS, PROCESS:  A PROBLEM-ORIENTED APPROACH (4th ed. 2015) 

(“Casebook” or “CB”).  

o Full-text versions of many documents excerpted within the casebook text are 

available, free of charge, on the casebook website: 

 https://www.law.umich.edu/facultyhome/drwcasebook/Pages/Documents.aspx 

 Strongly recommended background reading: Karen Alter, The Future of International 

Law, 2017 (available on Canvas). 

 I will post news articles and other short additional readings from time to time on Canvas 

about unfolding events in international law. Please regularly review the “Reading 

Assignments” page on Canvas, which will link to these readings. 

 Potentially helpful reference material that should be on reserve in the library (not 

required): 

o DONALD CHILDRESS MICHAEL RAMSEY & CHRISTOPHER WHYTOCK, 

TRANSNATIONAL LAW AND PRACTICE (1
st
 ed. 2015).  

o DAVID J. BEDERMAN, INTERNATIONAL LAW FRAMEWORKS (3D ED. 2010). 

o Feel free to ask me about additional supplemental resources. 

3. Office Hours 

 I encourage you to talk with me outside of class if you have questions or comments. My 

autumn office hours are Tues. & Thurs. from 3:30-4:30, and I am also available at other times by 

email appointment. 

4. Disability-Related Needs 

 Your experience in this class is important to me. If you have already established 

accommodations with Disability Resources for Students (DRS), please communicate your 

approved accommodations to me at your earliest convenience so we can discuss your needs. 

  

 If you have not yet established services through DRS, but have a temporary health condition 

or permanent disability that requires accommodations (conditions include but not limited to; 

mental health, attention-related, learning, vision, hearing, physical or health impacts), you are 

welcome to contact DRS at 011 Mary Gates Hall or 206-543-8924 or uwdrs@uw.edu or 

disability.uw.edu. DRS offers resources and coordinates reasonable accommodations for students 

with disabilities and/or temporary health conditions.  Reasonable accommodations are 

established through an interactive process between you, your instructor(s) and DRS.  It is the 

policy and practice of the University of Washington to create inclusive and accessible learning 

environments consistent with federal and state law. 

 

https://www.law.umich.edu/facultyhome/drwcasebook/Pages/Documents.aspx
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5. Classroom Policies  

 Participation. It is essential that you come to class prepared. Preparation includes completing 

the reading and arriving to class ready to discuss the materials on a substantive level. I encourage 

you to actively engage in class discussion, and I will also call on students at random. Please note 

that the purpose of this policy is not to catch anyone off guard but to ensure that everyone is 

included in the discussion. In addition, the casebook is organized around a series of problems. 

You will be asked to take specific roles related to the problem at various points in the semester 

and to participate in simulations, debates, and oral or written exercises in class.  

 Though my presumption is that everyone will be prepared to discuss the material, I 

understand that unexpected events can arise in life, and I will honor two special requests not to 

actively participate in class discussion so long as the requests are made in advance of class. 

 Attendance. Class attendance is expected. Missing more than two class sessions will affect 

your grade. I do not keep track of excused/unexcused absences, but rather track aggregate 

absences. Please manage your allotted absences in terms of illness, professional obligations, and 

family obligations. Please only contact me about absences if you have a significant, serious issue 

that will cause you to exceed the two-class allotment (such as caring for a seriously ill family 

member, ongoing medical issues, etc.) The School of Law’s attendance policy reads as follows: 

“[a]t any time after the fifth week of a course . . . , a student who has been determined by the 

instructor to have attended fewer than 80 percent of the class sessions in any course will be 

required to drop the course from his or her registration upon the instructor’s so indicating to the 

Academic Services Office.” 

 Electronics. Please silence your cell phones before class begins and refrain from any use of 

electronics that is unrelated to your learning in this class. Even if you are a master multi-tasker, 

non-class-related activities on your screen can quickly distract students around you. 

6.  Grades 

 Participation: 20%. Your participation grade includes your participation in in-class 

exercises, debates, and simulations, and contributions to class discussion. Preparedness and the 

quality of your contributions count, not their quantity. 

 In-class Tests: 20%. We will have a mid-quarter and a final in-class test, each of which will 

be worth 10% of your grade. These will be short and straightforward: a mix of true/false, 

objective, multiple choice, and/or hypothetical questions. The tests will be closed-book, but they 

are not meant to be especially difficult. Rather, they are meant to assess whether you have 

absorbed the most important concepts of the course. 

 Paper(s): 60%. You will be asked to prepare one of the following: 

 (a) Recommended option: A 15-20 page research paper on a topic of interest to you that is 

related to the topics or themes of the course. I will post resources that may be of use to you as 

you develop your paper. Topics must be discussed in advance with the Professor. The final paper 

is due on Canvas by 5:00 p.m. on the last day of final exams, which is Friday, December 15. 
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 (b) Alternative option: Three ~5 page “thought” papers submitted throughout the course 

based on the readings. (This option will only in exceptional circumstances earn a student a grade 

higher than a B+ for this portion of the course.) These papers will be due on Canvas by 5:00 p.m. 

on the dates you choose when you sign up for this option. 

 Please be prepared to sign up during the second week of class for one of these two options. 

Feel free to meet with me to discuss any questions you may have. 
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SYLLABUS (Version 1.1)  
The syllabus is subject to change. All changes will be reflected on the electronic version on Canvas. 
 

Class Date Topic Readings 

 

1 

 

T. 9/26 

Part I: Introduction and Sources of International Law 

What is International Law? 

 

CB 1-31 

2 Th. 9/28 What is International Law? cont’d 

Creating International Law I: Treaties and Other 

Agreements 

Review CB 16-31 

CB 33-49 

3 T. 10/3 Creating International Law II: Treaties and Other 

Agreements 

CB 49-66 

4 Th. 10/5 Creating International Law III: Customary International 

Law (and a brief note on other sources) 

CB 68-89; 98-100 

 

5 

 

T. 10/10 

Part II: Participants in the International System 

What is a State?  

 

CB 101-127 

6 Th. 10/12 What are International Organizations? What can they do? CB 142-167 

7 T. 10/17 The Role of Non-State Actors: NGOs, Corporations, and 

Federal States 

CB 169-191; 192 

8 Th. 10/19 Reflection, review, and in-class Test #1. Review  

 T. 10/24 & 

Th. 10/26 

Class does not meet – begin reading for your final paper. 

Consider meeting with librarians to discuss international 

law research. 

Outside Reading & 

Research 

 

9 

 

T. 10/31 

Part III: Global Problems 

Human Rights Law I: Torture in the Age of Terror 

 

CB 339-362 

10 Th. 11/2 
Human Rights Law II: Reservations and Rights CB 366-391 

11 T. 11/7 Criminal Law: Individual Responsibility for Crime CB 475-485; 524-

542 

12 Th. 11/9 Environmental Law: Saving the Ozone Layer & What 

about Climate Change? 

CB 626-651; 

optional: 651-663 

13 T. 11/14 Economic Law: Trade and Investment CB 665-667; 691-

709 
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Class Date Topic Readings 

 

14 

 

Th. 11/16 

Part IV: Conflict and Peace 

Does International Law Prevent Aggression? Part I 

 

CB 713-746 

15 T. 11/21 Does International Law Prevent Aggression? Part II  Review CB 713-746; 

Read CB 746-757; 

763-768 

 Th. 11/23 Class is not held – Thanksgiving holiday No assignment 

16 T. 11/28 Humanitarian Intervention & R2P CB 771-793 

17 Th. 11/30 Humanitarian Law: Mitigating Harms of War, and What 

about Nuclear Weapons? 

CB 415-436  

18 T. 12/5 Final reflection, review, and in-class Test #2 CB 863-904; review. 

 


