
Law B597 C: WLR Seminar – Autumn 2017/Winter 2018 
 

Professor: Karen Boxx, Room 407, kboxx@uw.edu   
Chief Comments Editors: Carl Rubinstein crubinstein@washlrev.org and Katelyn Fulton kfulton@washlrev.org  
Class meetings on Thursdays at 5.30 to 6.20 (see schedule below for class meeting dates) in Room 207 
 
Course Objectives:  
 
Writing a substantial research paper gives students an opportunity to explore a topic of interest from start to 
finish, to think critically about the current law, and to consider future developments. Writing at this level is 
inherently challenging and time-consuming. In the process though, students improve both their writing and their 
understanding of the law. This two-credit seminar is designed to support second-year students who are writing a 
note or comment for the Washington Law Review. The seminar focuses on topic selection, research, and 
drafting. This is a graded course with multiple assignments. The final grade is recorded after Winter Quarter. 
  
Course Structure and Grading: 
 
The seminar includes class discussion, small group exercises, and individual conferences to help students develop 
their note or comment. Students will be evaluated on the basis of written assignments and class attendance and 
engagement. Evaluative elements include timely submission, completeness, and good faith efforts to make progress. 
Your final grade will be based on the following:  30% final draft, 50% remaining assignments and 20% class 
participation.  Written assignments are graded primarily on evidence of effort and on timely submission.  Because 
these assignments are part of the process of finishing a draft, which will then need to be polished, your grade is 
based on the progress you make toward finishing the draft rather than the specific content or the quality of your 
writing.  
 
Grading Note: Seminar grading is not subject to the mandatory curve. Successful students will turn in 
assignments on time, demonstrate superior academic performance, and actively participate. Please note that I 
anticipate that final seminar grades will range from B+ to A, with most grades in the A or A- range. 

 

DATE ASSIGNMENT TOPIC 
 
Autumn Goal 
 

 
Work with 3L mentor to select topic and begin research 
 

Session 1  
Oct. 5 
 

Read an assigned WLR note/comment 
 

Overview; Intro to Scholarly Writing; 
How to Move from Topic to Thesis   

Session 2  
Oct 19 
 

Come with some idea of a topic, or at least an 
area of law  

Discussion of good and bad topics; tips 
for checking on preemption 

Nov. 2, 9  and 
16 

Individual meetings during class time 
If you cannot make either session, please 
contact Carl or Katie to reschedule 

Individual help with topic selection 
 

Session 3 
Nov 30 

 Bring Copy of Skeletal Outline and 5 key 
sources to class 
 
 

Small Group Review of Draft Document; 
Feedback & Debriefing: Planning the 
Research Process 

 
 

 
Autumn Exams & Break 

 

 

DATE ASSIGNMENT TOPIC 
 
Winter Goal 
 

 
Complete final draft of Note or Comment by end of Winter Quarter classes 

mailto:kboxx@uw.edu
mailto:crubinstein@washlrev.org
mailto:kfulton@washlrev.org


Session 4  
Jan. 11 

Submit 7-10 page detailed outline or initial 
background section.  
 

Two minute presentations and group 
feedback 

 
 
Jan. 25 
 

 
Draft Background due by 6:00pm. Submit to 3L Editor and on Canvas to Instructor. 

Session 5 
Jan. 18 
 

Bring work-in-progress to class Transitioning from Background to 
Analysis 

 

Session 6  
Jan. 25 
 

Bring work-in-progress to class  Q & A on Drafting and Revising 
Introduction, Conclusion, and 
Abstract Sections.  

 
 

No sessions on February 1, 8, 15,– Please schedule a check-in  
conference with either your 3L Comments Editor or Professor Boxx 

 

 
Feb. 5 
 

 
Draft Analysis due by 6:00pm. Submit to 3L Editor and on Canvas to Instructor 

  

Session 7  
Feb. 22 
 

 Citation/footnote workshop 

 
Feb. 23 
 

 
First Full Draft due to your 3L Editor by 6:00pm on Friday, February 23. 

Session 8 
March 1 

TBD  

Session 9 
March 8 
 

 
Final Full Draft due to your 3L Editor by 6:00pm, on Friday, March 9 
 

 
Useful Resources: 
 
Gallagher Law Library Research Guide, Writing for and Publishing in Law Reviews, General Information, 
https://lib.law.washington.edu/content/guides/lawrevs 
 
Gallagher Law Library Research Guide, Writing for and Publishing in Law Reviews: Finding & Developing Topics,  
http://guides.lib.uw.edu/law/writinglawreview/topics  
 
Gallagher Law Library Research Guide, Writing for and Publishing in Law Reviews: Preemption Checking,  
http://guides.lib.uw.edu/law/writinglawreview/preemption 
 
Purdue University Online Writing Lab (OWL), The Writing Process,  
https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/section/1/1/  
 
Jessica L. Clark & Kristen E. Murray, Scholarly Writing: Ideas, Examples, and Execution (2d ed. 2012), KF250 .C528 
2012 at Reference Area. 
 
Elizabeth Fajans & Mary R. Falk, Scholarly Writing for Law Students: Seminar Papers, Law Review Notes and Law 
Review Competition Papers (4th ed. 2011), KF250.F35 2011 at Reference Area. 
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Eugene Volokh, Academic Legal Writing: Law Review Articles, Student Notes, Seminar Papers, and Getting on 
Law Review (4th ed. 2010), KF250.V6 2010 at Reference Area. 
 

 
Access and Accommodations:  Your experience in this class is important to me. If you have already established 
accommodations with Disability Resources for Students (DRS), please communicate your approved 
accommodations to me at your earliest convenience so we can discuss your needs. 
 
If you have not yet established services through DRS, but have a temporary health condition or permanent 
disability that requires accommodations (conditions include but not limited to; mental health, attention-related, 
learning, vision, hearing, physical or health impacts), you are welcome to contact DRS at 011 Mary Gates Hall or 
206-543-8924 or uwdrs@uw.edu or disability.uw.edu. The DRS staff offers resources and coordinates 
reasonable accommodations for students with disabilities and/or temporary health conditions.  Reasonable 
accommodations are established through an interactive process between you, your instructor(s) and DRS.  It is 
the policy and practice of the University of Washington to create inclusive and accessible learning environments 
consistent with federal and state law. 
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