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Law, Technology & Development 

 

University of Washington School of Law Bill Snyder 

LAW P539 A, B, C, D wasnyder@u.washington.edu 

Spring, 2014 206-290-3940 

T 1:30 – 3:20 PM Office Hours: By appointment 

William H. Gates Hall, Room 138  

 

Course Description 

 

This course will provide an overview of selected economic principles, theories of 

development, and the implications of technological innovation, intellectual property rights, 

government regulation, trade policy and technical standards toward the achievement of 

development objectives. Academic commentary and faculty lectures will be used to develop 

a framework for analysis of development issues. Media coverage of current events will be 

introduced to enrich class discussions. The course is designed to complement the 

Intellectual Property Law and Policy, Sustainable International Development and Health 

Law Graduate programs as well as the JD curriculum.  The course will include an overview 

of intellectual property fundamentals that will serve as a foundation for students without IP 

background and as a useful review of underlying policy for those with prior IP training. 

Students may choose between writing a final paper or sitting for a final exam. 

 

Course Objectives 

 

The goal of the course is to provide students with an analytical framework integrating: 

 

 Basic principles of economics and trade, development objectives and 

measurement, and critical analysis of current and proposed policy frameworks. 

 

 Theories of how access to knowledge and technology may impact the pace and 

level of development, and how intellectual property policy and standards 

influence access to knowledge and technology. 

 

 Major trade and intellectual property law reform efforts targeting developing 

countries that may impact the pace and level of development in those countries, 

and criticisms of such reform efforts. 

 

 General theories of the relationship between local culture and institutions 

(including legal institutions) and the pace and level of development. 

 

Optional reading materials and sources will be provided to allow students to pursue a 

deeper understanding of specific development issues relevant to their focus area. 

 

Texts and Materials 

 

The following texts and materials are REQUIRED and should be read prior to each class 

session: 

 

 (1) Law, Technology & Development P539 Course Supplement. The supplement is 

available at the University Bookstore. 

 

 (2) Required Readings Listed on the Restricted Course Website 

https://catalyst.uw.edu/workspace/wasnyder/43410/     

https://catalyst.uw.edu/workspace/wasnyder/43410/
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The following texts and materials, while not formally required, may serve as helpful 

resources for the course: 

 

 Optional Readings listed on the Restricted Course Website. 

 

 Additional Resources listed on the Restricted Course Website. 

 

Evaluation 

 

Students will have the option of writing a research paper or taking an open-book take-home 

examination. Grades will be based 20% on class participation and 80% on the research 

paper or the exam. 

 

Class Participation: In addition to in-class participation, students will have an 

opportunity to participate through submission of Current Events that are relevant to class 

session topics. To submit a current event, send a link of the news story to the lecturer, 

along with a brief summary of why you feel the current event is relevant to a given class 

session. Current events will be posted on the Restricted Course Website. 

 

Exams: Exams must be typed and a word limit will be applied.  A sample exam for 

this course comprised of past questions will be posted on the Restricted Course Website.  

Before the end of the quarter, an optional exam review session will be held for students 

planning to take the exam, and discussion will focus on possible student responses to the 

sample exam questions. Students taking the exam will be issued exam numbers. To 

maintain anonymity, please identify yourself using only your exam number. 

 

Papers: Students may choose to write a research paper on a topic approved by the 

lecturer in lieu of the exam. Detailed requirements for research papers will be posted on the 

Restricted Course Website. Example papers from previous classes will also be available on 

the Restricted Course Website. 

 

Students wishing to write a paper for 2 credits must: 

 

1. Obtain lecturer approval of a topic by Tuesday, April 29, 2014. 

 

2.  Submit an outline of their research paper to the instructor by Tuesday, May 13, 

2014. 

 

Two-credit research papers should be between 5,000-6,000 words excluding 

footnotes, or 20-22 pages long. Papers will be due by 5 PM on Monday, June 2, 2014 unless 

other arrangements have been approved in advance. Papers must be submitted 

electronically via Catalyst Collect It dropbox.  Submissions after the deadline will be marked 

down at the lecturer’s discretion. 

 

Course Website 

 

You can access this syllabus and Lecture Podcasts on the course website: 

https://courses.law.washington.edu/SnyderW/P539abcd_Sp14/default.html  

Updates, changes, assignments, study questions, lecture presentations, optional readings 

and announcements will be posted to the Restricted Course Website: 

 

Restricted Course Website 

https://courses.law.washington.edu/SnyderW/P539abcd_Sp14/default.html
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The Restricted Course Website will be the primary source of Class Information and 

resources: 

https://catalyst.uw.edu/workspace/wasnyder/43410/    

 

Other Course Policies 

 

 Attendance. The American Bar Association’s Accreditation Standard 304, adopted in 

2004, requires “regular and punctual class attendance.” The Law School adheres to this 

policy. (see http://www.law.washington.edu/Students/Academics/Rules.aspx#Attendance)  

Specifically, the lecturer is required to notify Academic Services if, at any time after the fifth 

week of the course, a student has attended less than 80 percent of the class sessions.  

Upon such notification, the student will be required to drop the class.  As we will meet for 9 

class sessions this quarter, this means that a student may miss only one class session 

without consequence. 

 

 Laptops in Class.  You are permitted to use laptop computers in class solely for the 

purpose of taking notes and accessing course materials.  As a courtesy to others in the 

class, please refrain from checking, composing, or transmitting emails or other electronic 

communications during class time.  Also, please do not access the internet during class time 

(accessing the course websites or other course-related materials during class, however, is 

permitted). 

 

 Podcasting and Recording Classes.  All class sessions will be digitally recorded 

and will be available for downloading by students enrolled in the course.  To access a 

recorded class session, visit the “Podcasts & Recordings” page on the course website.  

Please note that podcasting is provided to facilitate review and not as a substitute for 

attending class sessions.  Note that because the batteries in the lavaliere microphone tend 

to lose power very frequently there is a good chance that at least some portion of the 

recording may lack sound.  If these difficulties arise, it is your responsibility to obtain notes 

from a colleague in the course.  You are welcome to make your own audio recordings of any 

class session for your own personal use.  You may not sell, license, duplicate, distribute, or 

otherwise transfer any audio recording of a class lecture without the lecturer’s prior consent. 

 

 Disability-Related Needs:  To request academic accommodations due to a 

disability, please contact Disability Resources for Students (DRS), 448 Schmitz, (206) 543-

8924 (V), (206) 543-8925 (TTY).  If you have a letter from DRS, please present the letter to 

the lecturer so you and he can discuss the accommodations you might need in this class. 

 

Assignments 

 

The table on the next page lists the assigned readings.  Students should complete the 

assigned readings prior to class and review the study questions for the class session.  You 

are encouraged to meet with fellow students prior to class to review the assigned readings 

and answers to the problems that will be covered in class. 

https://catalyst.uw.edu/workspace/wasnyder/43410/
http://www.law.washington.edu/Students/Academics/Rules.aspx#Attendance
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Required Reading Assignments 

Updates will be posted on the Restricted Course Website 

See Restricted Course Web Site for optional readings and additional resources: 

 

Class Meeting Topic Read for This Class 

Class 1 

Tues April 1 

Introduction and 

Overview 

 

Perspectives on 

Development & 

Measurement 

 

Jeffrey Sachs, The End of Poverty: The Spread 

of Economic Prosperity (Course Reader #1) 

 

Joseph E. Stiglitz, The World Development 

Report: Development Theory and Policy 

 

World Bank, Millennium Development Goals 

(Only the linked page is required)  

Class 2 

Tues April 8 

Perspectives on 

Stakeholder 

Priorities: 

predictability vs. 

pragmatism 

What was the “Washington Consensus”? 

 

Ha-Joon Chang, Kicking Away the Ladder: 

Development Strategy in Historical Perspective 

(Course Reader #2) 

Class 3 

Tues April 15 

Perspectives on 

Governance and 

National 

Innovation 

Systems 

Joseph E. Stiglitz, Some Lessons from the East 

Asian Miracle 

 

Stephen W. Chen, Comparison of National 

Innovation Systems in China, Taiwan and 

Singapore: Is Bayh-Dole One Size Fits All?  

Class 4 

Tues April 22 

Perspectives on 

Intellectual 

Property Rights: 

Examining the 

Social Bargain 

Keith E. Maskus, Globalization and the 

Economics of Intellectual Property Rights, 

Dancing the Dual Distortion (Course Reader 

#3) 

Class 5 

Friday April 25 

Perspectives on 

Global IPR 

Frameworks: 

Incentives vs. 

Access 

Commission on Intellectual Property Rights 

Final Report, Chapter 1: Intellectual Property 

and Development 

 

Peter Drahos, An Alternative Framework for the 

Global Regulation of Intellectual Property 

Rights  

Class 6 

Tues April 29 

Perspectives on 

Health and 

Development 

Laurie Garrett, The Challenge of Global Health 

TBD 

Class 7 

Tues May 6 

Perspectives on 

Traditional 

Knowledge and 

Biodiversity 

Commission on Intellectual Property Rights 

Final Report, Chapter 4: Traditional Knowledge 

and Geographical Indications 

 

Daniel Gervais, Traditional Knowledge and 

Intellectual Property: a TRIPS Compatible 

Approach. Michigan State Law Review (2005) 

(Download from SSRN) 

Class 8 

Tues May 13 

Perspectives on 

Technical Barriers 

to Trade and the 

Scott Kennedy, The Political Economy of 

Standards Coalitions: Explaining China's 

Involvement in High-Tech Standards Wars, 

http://www2.gsb.columbia.edu/faculty/jstiglitz/download/papers/2008_WDR_Dev_Theory_Policy.pdf
http://www2.gsb.columbia.edu/faculty/jstiglitz/download/papers/2008_WDR_Dev_Theory_Policy.pdf
http://data.worldbank.org/about/millennium-development-goals
http://www.cid.harvard.edu/cidtrade/issues/washington.html
http://blog.pucp.edu.pe/media/2375/20100608-Stiglitz-Some%20Lessons%20of%20the%20East%20Asian%20Miracle.pdf
http://blog.pucp.edu.pe/media/2375/20100608-Stiglitz-Some%20Lessons%20of%20the%20East%20Asian%20Miracle.pdf
http://www.iprcommission.org/papers/pdfs/final_report/Ch1final.pdf
http://www.iprcommission.org/papers/pdfs/final_report/Ch1final.pdf
http://cgkd.anu.edu.au/menus/PDFs/DrahosAustrian%20JDS%20-%20Alternative%20IPv2.pdf
http://cgkd.anu.edu.au/menus/PDFs/DrahosAustrian%20JDS%20-%20Alternative%20IPv2.pdf
http://cgkd.anu.edu.au/menus/PDFs/DrahosAustrian%20JDS%20-%20Alternative%20IPv2.pdf
http://www.iprcommission.org/papers/pdfs/final_report/Ch4final.pdf
http://www.iprcommission.org/papers/pdfs/final_report/Ch4final.pdf
http://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=507302
http://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=507302
http://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=507302
http://www.nbr.org/publications/asia_policy/AP2/AP2_Kennedy.pdf
http://www.nbr.org/publications/asia_policy/AP2/AP2_Kennedy.pdf
http://www.nbr.org/publications/asia_policy/AP2/AP2_Kennedy.pdf
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Class Meeting Topic Read for This Class 

Role of Standards Asia Policy, number 2 (July 2006) 

 

Class 9 

Tues May 20 

Perspectives on 

IPR and Global 

Resource 

Management 

Synthesis & 

Summary 

Frederick M. Abbott, Innovation and 

Technology Transfer to Address Climate 

Change: Lessons from the Global Debate on 

Intellectual Property and Public Health 

[Download from SSRN] 

 

Carolina Rossini, The Political Economy of 

Intellectual Property in the Emerging 

Alternative Energy Market 

 

http://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=1433579
http://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=1433579
http://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=1433579
http://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=1433579
http://www.iqsensato.org/blog/2009/08/08/the-political-economy-of-ip-in-the-emerging-alternative-energy/
http://www.iqsensato.org/blog/2009/08/08/the-political-economy-of-ip-in-the-emerging-alternative-energy/
http://www.iqsensato.org/blog/2009/08/08/the-political-economy-of-ip-in-the-emerging-alternative-energy/

