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Room: 217 
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Course Description 

Critical Race Theory (CRT) represents a wide body of legal and political research that critically 
examines the role of race as a social construct. CRT’s early advocates challenged both the 
substance and style of traditional legal scholarship. They rejected the “colorblind” approach to 
legal issues, as well as liberal approaches of emphasizing formal equality and individual civil 
rights. CRT advocates traditionally use storytelling methods to illuminate the centrality of race as 
a foundational feature of U.S. law. 

Current CRT scholars are now focused on the challenge presented by a diverse community along 
racial, ethnic, gender, sexuality, and class lines. The focus is now cross-racial, comparative, and 
proactive. It analyzes the converging and diverging experiences of indigenous peoples, 
Latinas/Latinos, African Americans, Asian Pacific Americans, Arab Americans, etc. As you 
work through the readings for this class, pay particular attention to the experiences of the people 
within each group and focus on the CRT movement’s prioritization – that one can preserve 
differences while still forwarding political cohesion, unity, and action. 

Attendance and Participation 

You are expected to attend all sessions of the class, read all the assigned material for the assigned 
class in advance of the class session, and participate actively in discussion. This is a discussion-
based course where learning is a collective enterprise. For that reason, 50% of your grade will be 



based upon attendance and class participation. Though my presumption is that everyone will be 
prepared to discuss the material, I understand that unexpected events can arise in life, and I will 
honor one-time special requests not to actively participate in class discussion so long as the 
request is made in advance of class. 

Final Paper 

50% of your grade will be based on a (6-8 typed pages excluding footnotes) research paper on a 
topic of your choice OR an RSJI toolkit on a topic of your choice, to be chosen in consultation 
with me. For the research paper, you are expected to propose a discrete original argument and 
support the argument with analysis, narrative, or some other methodological approach. This 
paper should incorporate some of the reading from the course, as well as outside research. It 
should also incorporate i) policy analysis and ii) theoretical or historical analysis. Your papers 
should use formal Bluebook citation for any texts referenced. For the toolkit, you must pick an 
original issue that you would like to vet through the toolkit. You may do a group toolkit with up 
to three other classmates. All data should be properly cited. All papers/toolkits are due on 
Canvas on May 5. Please post on Canvas and bring a copy of your paper with you to class to 
avoid any technology glitches. No extensions will be granted. You may meet with me through 
office hours (preferred) or, in certain circumstances, you may discuss with me via email. Please 
touch base with me by April 21. 

Required Readings 

All required readings will be posted on Canvas. It is your responsibility to read and review the 
materials in advance of class. 

Access and Accommodations:  Your experience in this class is important to me. If you have 
already established accommodations with Disability Resources for Students (DRS), please 
communicate your approved accommodations to me at your earliest convenience so we can 
discuss your needs. 

If you have not yet established services through DRS, but have a temporary health condition or 
permanent disability that requires accommodations (conditions include but not limited to; mental 
health, attention-related, learning, vision, hearing, physical or health impacts), you are welcome 
to contact DRS at 011 Mary Gates Hall or 206-543-8924 or uwdrs@uw.edu or 
disability.uw.edu. DRS offers resources and coordinates reasonable accommodations for students 
with disabilities and/or temporary health conditions.  Reasonable accommodations are 
established through an interactive process between you, your instructor(s) and DRS.  It is the 
policy and practice of the University of Washington to create inclusive and accessible learning 
environments consistent with federal and state law. 

Course Outline 

March 31 – May 5 

Unit 1 (March 31): Critical Race Theory 

 Detour Spotting for White Anti-Racists, by Joan Olsson 



 Introduction, Race Law Stories, eds. Devon Carbado and Rachel Moran 

Unit 2 (April 7): Tools 

 Fathi, Sahar. Race and Social Justice as a Budget Filter: The Solution to Racial Bias in 
the State Legislature?, 47 Gonz. L. Rev. 531 (2011/2012) 

 Seattle Office for Civil Rights. “RSJI: Our Approach” 
 Seattle Office for Civil Rights- Racial Equity Toolkit. 

Unit 3 (April 14): Biased Policing 

 Investigation of the Seattle Police Department (peruse the documents!) 
 SPD YouTube video 
 Letter to the Department of Justice from the ACLU 
 “Excessive or reasonable force by police? Research on law enforcement and racial 

conflict in the wake of Ferguson,” by John Whibey. 

Unit 4 (April 21):  Immigration – National policy and local implications 

 Deportation Nation Timeline 
 Marc Rosenblum, US Immigration Policy Since 9/11: Understanding the Stalemate over 

Comprehensive Immigration Reform 
 Fathi, Sahar. Bias Crime Reporting: Creating a Stronger Model for Immigrant and 

Refugee Populations.49 Gonz. L. Rev. 249 (2014) 

Unit 5 (April 28): Youth and the Law 

 Children and Family Justice Center (peruse the documents!) 
 Mauer, Marc. Addressing Racial Disparities in Incarceration. 
 Justice, Kim and Michael Mitchell, Andy Nicholas, and Lori Pfingst. A Paramount Duty: 

Funding Education for McCleary and Beyond. 

Unit 6 (May 5): Special Topics – Ethnic Intersections 

 Chang, Robert. Toward an Asian American Legal Scholarship: Critical Race Theory, 
Post-Structuralism, and Narrative Space, 81 Cal. L. Rev. 1241 (1993) 

 Volp, Leti. The Citizen and the Terrorist, 23 Immigr. 7 Nat’lity L. Rev. 561 (2002) 
 Montoya, Margaret E. Mascaras, Trenzas, Y Grenas: Un/Masking the Self While 

Un/Braiding Latina Stories and Legal Discourse, 15 Chicano-Latino L. Rev. 1 (1994) 

 


