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Course Description 

This year-long course aims to provide a general introduction to the basic analytic frameworks 
and methodology for first-year doctoral students in preparation for their doctoral dissertation. 
The seminar covers four areas: (a) types and styles of dissertations in the past; (b) a brief survey 
of doctrinal-analytic frameworks, which provides a general picture of hardcore legal analysis 
methods; (c) a brief survey of “law and . . .” analyses, including law and society, law and 
economics, law and history, etc.; and finally, (d) a brief survey of key issues in advanced legal 
writing. 

  

This seminar is designed in coordination with Law B554/JSIS 595, Research Tutorial, by 
Professor Saadia Pekkanen, and Law A595, Ph.D. Proseminar, by Professor Zahr Said. It is part 
of the efforts to reform the curriculum for the Ph.D. program and prepare doctoral students to 
become intellectual leaders in the future. The seminar is structured with a strong emphasis of 
community building for a group of young and bright legal scholars with a wide range of research 
interests and diversity in background. For such an intellectual community to be vibrant and 
nurturing, the students must learn and practice the skills of articulating and critiquing each 



other’s views. The goal of this seminar is to provide the necessary exposure for such a common 
language and common reference framework. 

  

All first-year doctoral students are required to be enrolled in this seminar. Current doctoral 
students in UWSL may contact instructors if they are interested in attending the seminar. 

  

Requirements and Grading 

  

The Seminar is a graded course.  Grading will be consistent with the standards outlined for 
Professor Pekkanen’s B554 Research Tutorial – i.e., page 32 of Appendix I of the JSIS Ph.D. 
student handbook (available at http://jsis.washington.edu/phd//file/8JSIS-PJD-
Handbook.pdf).  You will be graded quarterly based on two elements: class participation (80%) 
and weekly reflection/response papers (20%). 

  

CLASS PARTICIPATION, ATTENDANCE, RESPONSE PAPERS 

The majority of your grade is based on your classroom participation.  The highest grades will be 
reserved for those who prepare exceptionally and participate actively.  In order to participate, of 
course, you will need to attend every class you are able.  The best preparations and participation 
will be demonstrated by an engagement with the material that goes beyond simply completing 
the assigned readings; we hope to see you reaching new heights in articulating your positions, 
probing scholarly thought, and constructively critiquing the positions of others. 

The response papers will be due each week by noon on the Wednesday before 
class.  Response papers should be approximately 800-1000 words in length.  

These papers will not be graded directly.  They are mostly meant for you to engage your own 
thoughts and organize them effectively.  We will, however, consider them indirectly in grading 
your participation.  The best papers will demonstrate close reading, careful thought, and 
extension of the ideas presented to your own experience and knowledge; we most value papers 
that articulate a claim or number of claims related to the materials rather than simply 
summarizing what the readings said.  We will highlight the best of these in our class discussions. 

  

USING CANVAS 

http://jsis.washington.edu/phd/file/8JSIS-PJD-Handbook.pdf
http://jsis.washington.edu/phd/file/8JSIS-PJD-Handbook.pdf


There are no books for this course.  All of the necessary materials will be posted on the UW 
Canvas system.  You should be able to access Canvas through your “myUW” page and clicking 
on “Canvas LMS” on the right-side bar.  This course should be listed under “courses” as LAW B 
558 A: Doctoral Thesis Seminar.  You will find all of the reading material there at least one 
week in advance.  

You will also use Canvas to post your response paper to the group.  Once you have posted your 
own response paper, you will be able to see those of your colleagues.  You may comment on the 
posts, but you need not do so.  Occasionally there are glitches in the system, so we recommend 
that each week you type your reponse post as a word processor document, save it, and copy/paste 
the text into the Canvas discussion board.  That way you will have a record of your response if 
the system should fail. 

Please do not hesitate to notify us if you are having trouble with Canvas. 

  

Course Schedule 

  

Fall quarter 

(2 credits) 

  

Orientation: 

  

09/26 1. Tell us about your project: 

  

̵ What is your research question? 

̵ What background do you bring to this 
topic? 

̵ Why it is important or interesting? 

̵ How do you want to make the argument? 

  

Assignment: 

  

• Please write a short response to 
these questions and upload it on 
Canvas by noon on September 25. 

  



  

  

Part I. The Working Process          

  

We will invite scholars or students who have been through the process of writing a dissertation to 
our seminar to share their experiences. 

  

10/03 2. The Working Process 

  

̵ Guest speaker, Professor Tay-sheng Wang, 
NTU 

  

Assignment: 

  

• Tay-sheng Wang, Legal Reform in 
Taiwan under Japanese Colonial 
Rule, 1895-1945, Seattle, WA: 
University of Washington Press 
2000. [Excerpts] 

  
10/10 3. The Working Process 

  

̵ Guest speaker, Anna Bosch 

Assignment: 

  

• TBA 

  

  

Part II. Methodology: Doctrinal-Analytic Frameworks 

  

This Part provides a brief and soft introduction to the analytic methods on legal/ doctrinal issues. 
Readings include the classic pieces on the topic and the Ph.D. students are expected to write a 
reaction paper before the class. 

  

10/17 1. What Is Law? Assignments: 



  

̵ Law and Interpretation 

̵ What was Langdell’s ideal? 

  

  

• Christopher Columbus Langdell, 
Selection of Cases on the Law of 
Contracts (1879), Preface; 

• Oliver Wendell Holmes, Jr., “The 
Path of the Law,” 10 Harv. L. Rev. 
457 (1897). 

10/24 2. Law as Interpretation 

  

̵ What does Levi’s long article tell you about 
legal reasoning? 

  

  

  

  

• Edward Levi, “An Introduction to 
Legal Reasoning,” 15 U. Chi. L. 
Rev. 501 (1948). 

  

10/31 3. Law as Interpretation 

  

̵ Professor Louis Wolcher will be guest 
lecturer 

  

• [Karl N. Llewellyn, The Common 
Law Tradition: Deciding Appeals, 
Boston, MA: Little, Brown 1960]. 

  
11/07 4. Legal Process Theory 

  

̵ What does “legal process” mean? 

̵ What is the connection between American 
Legal Realism and the Legal Process School? 

  

• Henry M. Hart, Jr. & Albert M. 
Sacks, The Legal Process: Basic 
Process, Basic Problems in the 
Making and Application of Law 
(William Eskridge & Phillip 
Frickey eds.), Westbury, NY: 
Foundation Press 1994. 

  
11/14 5. Discourse Analysis 

  

̵ What is discourse? 

  

• Duncan Kennedy, “Form and 
Substance in Private Law 
Adjudication,” 89 Harv. L. Rev. 
1685 (1976); 

• Duncan Kennedy, “The Stages of 



̵ What is the strength of the research? 

̵ What is the weakness of the project? 

  

the Decline of the Public-Private 
Distinction,” 130 U. Pa. L. Rev. 
1349 (Jun. 1982, No.6). 

  
11/21 6. Regulatory Theories   

• [Neil Gunningham & Peter 
Grabosky, Smart Regulation: 
Designing Environmental Policy, 
Oxford University Press 1998]. 

  
11/28 NO CLASS – HOLIDAY BREAK 

  

  

        

  

  

 


