
Legal Analysis, Research and Writing A506E 
Autumn 2015/Winter 2016/Spring 2016  
Course Description 

Legal Analysis, Research, and Writing (LARW) is a 7-credit course that you will take 
throughout your 1L year.  In Autumn Quarter (3 credits), you will receive a rigorous introduction 
to legal reasoning, legal research, and methods of interpreting the law.  Several writing 
assignments will help you hone your analytical skills and practice the fundamentals of drafting 
clear and concise answers to legal questions.  You will participate in lectures, workshops, and 
hands-on activities that will take place both in and out of class. LARW is built around 
fundamental goals and objectives that you should review periodically throughout the year to 
assess your progress (available on the main LARW website (Links to an external site.)). You will 
receive a separate syllabus at the start of each quarter. 

  

TEXTS AND MATERIALS 

Required Text 

Laurel Oates and Anne Enquist, The Legal Writing Handbook: Analysis, Research, and Writing 
(6th ed., Apsen 2014). 

  

Case File 

Documents from Colbert v. Moomba Sports, Inc. (download available from course website). 

  

Supplemental Materials  

In addition to the required materials, please also check the course website each week for 
supplemental materials that will be posted there (additional readings, handouts, exercises, and 
short video clips). 

  

Suggested Texts 

Julie A. Heintz—Cho, Tom Cobb, and Mary Hotchkiss, Washington Legal Research (2d ed. 
2009). 

http://www.law.washington.edu/Writing/Goals.aspx


Bryan A. Garner, The Redbook: A Manual on Legal Style (3d ed. 2013). 

The Bluebook: A Uniform System of Citation (Columbia Law Review Ass’n et al. eds., 20th 
ed.).  Note: The Bluebook legal citation manual comes in three formats: print, online (via annual 
subscription), and as an iPad or iPhone app (called Rulebook (Links to an external site.)). Our 
Gallagher Law Library has prepared a blog post explaining the pros and cons of these three 
formats (Links to an external site.).  I recommend the print version; you will use it for years and 
save time while writing if you do not have to switch to a different screen or app every time you 
want to look something up. 

  

Optional Texts  

Black’s Law Dictionary (available in three formats: free online in the Westlaw legal database 
while you’re a student, as a smartphone app (Links to an external site.), or in print as full or 
pocket editions.  Buying a print or app version is a wise investment because you’ll use this 
resource for the rest of your career.). 

John Bronsteen, Writing a Legal Memo (2006). 

Stephen V. Armstrong & Timothy P. Terrell, Thinking Like a Writer: A Lawyer’s Guide to 
Effective Writing and Editing (3d. ed 2008) (highly recommended). 

Bryan A. Garner, Legal Writing in Plain English: A Text with Exercises (2001) (exercises with 
answers). 

Richard C. Wydick, Plain English for Lawyers (5th ed. 2005) (exercises with answers). 

Amy E. Sloan, Basic Legal Research: Tools and Strategies (5th ed. 2012) (very comprehensive, 
includes photos and screenshots of both print and online research resources). 

Alan L. Dworsky & Jason Geer, User’s Guide to the Bluebook (2010) (short, slim quick-
reference guide to the basics) 

  

Important Resources 

Gallagher Law Library 

The reference librarians at the Gallagher Law Library (Links to an external site.) look forward to 
helping you become efficient, effective legal researchers during the next three years.  Please get 
to know them so you will feel comfortable seeking their assistance when you have research 
questions.  You can obtain reference support in person by visiting the reference office (located 
near the Circulation Desk on floor L1), by sending a web/email request, or by calling (206) 

http://www.readyreferenceapps.com/rulebook/
http://gallagherlawlibrary.blogspot.com/2012/08/bluebook-technologies.html
http://gallagherlawlibrary.blogspot.com/2012/08/bluebook-technologies.html
http://www.blackslawdictionary.com/home/Mobile.aspx
http://lib.law.washington.edu/


543-6794 during business hours. In the next few weeks, please explore the Gallagher Law 
Library website.  Some specific resources you may want to bookmark for use in this course are: 

  

• Washington State Law research guide (Links to an external site.) 
• U.S. (Federal) Law research guide (Links to an external site.) 
• Bluebook 101 (Links to an external site.) 
• Legal and General Writing Resources (Links to an external site.) 
• Microsoft Word Tips to Make Your Life Easier (Links to an external site.) 

  

CALI 

I also encourage you to become familiar with the free learning exercises offered by the Center 
for Computer--‐-Assisted Legal Instruction (CALI).  Under the topic heading “Legal Writing,” 
you will find exercises to reinforce your learning about citation format, organizing and drafting 
analytic memoranda, and punctuation/grammar.  The “Legal Research” heading includes 
exercises about discrete research tasks (how to find a case or statute, how to update authorities, 
how to use secondary sources, etc.).  Obtain a password to register for the CALI website by 
calling the Gallagher Law Library Reference Office at (206) 543-6794. 

  

COURSE GRADING AND OTHER POLICIES 

You will receive one final grade for your combined performance during Autumn and Winter 
Quarters. This course is subject to UW Law’s mandatory grading curve (Links to an external 
site.).  You must complete all required assignments and activities, whether graded or not, to pass 
this course. 

  

Autumn Quarter 

Graded Assignment —35% 

Class Participation/Ungraded Assignments—5% 

  

Winter Quarter 

Graded Assignments—55% 

http://lib.law.washington.edu/WA.html
http://lib.law.washington.edu/ref/fedlaw.html
https://lib.law.washington.edu/content/guides/bluebook-101
http://lib.law.washington.edu/ref/writing.html
http://lib.law.washington.edu/ref/wordtips.html
http://www.law.washington.edu/Students/Academics/Grading.aspx%23Grade
http://www.law.washington.edu/Students/Academics/Grading.aspx%23Grade


Final Portfolio and Reflection Letter / Class Participation / Ungraded Assignments—5% 

  

Tips for Class Preparation 

Please read assigned materials carefully and prepare the assigned work product in order to 
participate in discussions and complete the problems that we will work on in class.  Legal 
analysis, research, and writing courses like this one are among the most time-consuming and 
challenging courses offered in law school.  You will find that major projects will require more 
time and concentrated attention than you might initially expect. Consult the course schedule in 
advance so you can plan ahead for busy times. 

At the end of Winter Quarter, you will turn in a portfolio of all major assignments and a cover 
letter explaining how your work shows that you met the course’s goals.  Stay organized 
throughout the year by saving copies of your drafts and final papers along with any notes and 
feedback from me.  Legal analysis, research, and writing courses are among the most time-
consuming and challenging courses offered in law school.  Major projects require more time and 
concentrated attention than you might initially expect, and “undergraduate strategies” like 
waiting until the night before a paper is due to dash off a first-and-only draft will no longer 
suffice.  Consult the course schedule in advance so you can plan ahead for busy periods, 
reserving enough time for editing and proofreading. 

If you are feeling overwhelmed, please see me or one of your Legal Writing Fellows.  If you are 
feeling lost in the material, remember to divide projects into smaller, more manageable 
tasks.  We are in this learning process together and your Legal Writing Fellows and I are here to 
help. 

  

Focus on Writing, Critiquing, and Revision as Legal Analysis 

Writing is a form of analysis.  Writing can assist us in understanding the reasoning and 
applicability of a case under the common law system.  Writing helps to illuminate the logic and 
key details of our subject matter.  And the centerpiece of doing the work of a lawyer is to be able 
to utilize relevant legal methods to create professional work product and to communicate 
effectively.  The focus of this course, then, is to help prepare you for such work through a 
rigorous and sequenced set of analytic assignments. 

Because writing is the most substantial and frequently used medium of legal professionals, this 
course will make writing, critiquing, and revision part of its core emphasis.  For each writing 
assignment, students are required to prepare a good faith draft for use in class discussion and 
revision workshops.  We will spend a substantial amount of time discussing how to critique and 
revise portions of such work.  I will use examples of student work, as well as the work of legal 
professionals, to model problems and solutions relevant for creating actual legal work 
product.  Students who have not prepared good faith drafts will not be allowed to attend the 



related classes.  Because students are expected to incorporate the information, suggestions, and 
comments from class discussions into their revisions, I reserve the right to decline to provide 
feedback on an assignment if the authoring student has not participated in the related 
classes.  The goal of both the critiquing and revising activities is to teach students to assess, 
critique, and revise their own written work.  Students will likely receive more effective feedback 
if their drafts are as complete and polished as possible. 

  

Class Participation 

LARW requires active student participation in legal research, writing, readings, lectures, 
drafting, critiquing, revising, exercises, workshops, group-work, and discussions.  Attending 
classes is critical for participation.  If you need to miss any class, you must notify me in advance 
by email and make arrangements to complete any missed work.  You will not receive 
participation credit for any missed class.  Participation credit will be awarded based on a 
combination of the following: non-graded assignments, class activities, and level of engagement 
with graded assignments. 

  

Non-Graded Assignments 

Each assignment has been designed to address a particular set of skills.  Because each 
assignment builds upon the previous assignment, failure to complete earlier assignments will 
interfere with your ability to complete later assignments.  Therefore, you must complete every 
assignment to pass the course.  Poor performance on a non-graded assignment may reduce the 
participation credit awarded. 

  

Class Activities 

Classroom time will be spent facilitating the development of foundational legal skills.  Students 
are expected to have fully completed the relevant research, reading, and writing assignments, as 
well as to have fully worked through any other assigned materials.  Substantial participation in 
class activities and group work constitutes part of your graded performance, so it is in your best 
interest to be an active participant in order to receive participation credit. 

  

Student Questions 

Encountering new material should engender many types of questions from the simple to the 
sublime.  You are responsible for your own professional formation.  And I suggest becoming 
comfortable finding out information that you do not understand.  Use this process: (1) when 



confused, stop and breathe—reset your mind to focus on your question and its possible answers; 
(2) work through the materials that you have already been given or do supplemental research; (3) 
ask your peers or members of your study group or work group; (4) consult your legal writing 
fellows or with a law librarian; (5) consult your professor.  If you move through this process, 
most of your questions should be answered effectively.  If questions still remain, we can work 
out together where to turn for further assistance.  I also suggest listening closely to in-class 
questions and answers.  Most trouble-shooting will likely occur during the in-class learning 
process.  So, pay attention to your peers and the clarifications that occur during class.  A 
substantial portion of the content of law school courses gets delivered while exploring questions 
and answers during class.  This may be a different experience from your prior education, and you 
must train yourself to track this process substantively. 

  

Conferences 

I strongly suggest attending a student conference at least once each quarter.  Many students find 
student conferences to be effective in helping them to achieve the LARW course goals.  Please 
sign up at least 48 hours in advance for individual conferences.  Please email me if you cannot 
make a scheduled appointment.  When you schedule the conference, please inform me of your 
specific agenda and provide me with a copy of the related material for mutual ease of 
reference.  Conferences are intended to supplement classes, not to replace them.  I will not re-
teach a class during a conference.  If you have missed a class, the responsibility falls on you to 
procure the class content from other sources, such as classmates, course materials, etc.  Class 
will not be podcast, except for exceptional circumstances 

  

Feedback 

At varying times, you may receive seven different kinds of feedback in this course:  in-class 
Q&A sessions, revision workshops with student examples, small group feedback, general 
critiques addressing common student problems, faculty comments on your work product, critique 
sheets characterizing your work product, and numeric assessments.  For pedagogical and 
practical purposes, your work product will not usually receive line editing. 

Students who want to become legal professionals need to know that classes are meant to make 
them proficient at a process, not to blindly produce a result.  Line edits do not encourage students 
to develop their individual style and voice.  Remember that you are here to discover and develop 
your professional skills, not merely produce a work product.  Make no mistake, learning the 
conventions of legal writing can be difficult and time-intensive.  But no work is truly wasted in 
legal writing, even when a student does not include such work in the final product.  During the 
drafting and revising process, I encourage you to write, over-write, pursue dead ends, cut out, 
rearrange, rewrite, and rethink your work in order to learn what is more effective, what is less 
effective, and what helps to improve the overall professionalism of your work.  Once you have 



done that, you will have developed the skill to make more effective work in an increasingly 
faster manner that is tailored to your individual work process. 

Writing functions as a process of critical inquiry.  Be aware that developing your own process is 
strongly to your advantage.  Approach it as a tool for critical exploration and understanding in a 
way that has your audience always in mind.  If your faculty member or other professional were 
to rewrite your work or redo your work line by line, you would not develop the customized tool 
that is your writing.  Line edits would make the work product your professor’s, not your own.  In 
the professional world, be aware that you will likely not have someone to do line edits.  And law 
firms profit most by hiring capable people with good critical thinking skills.  Experience simply 
comes with time. 

So, please manage your expectations accordingly.  The law school provides other sources, such 
as academic support, that may help you with more technical or basic problems.  If you are 
struggling with grammar, punctuation, word usage, or citation issues, there are a variety of 
secondary sources that I have recommended in this syllabus.  Additionally, I and the Legal 
Writing Fellows are available to discuss specific concerns with you.  Please sign-up for a 
meeting, as you need. 

  

Graded Assignments 

Lawyers are professional writers. Their writing is the product of excellent legal analysis 
expressed in a manner that is clear, concise and cogent.  Lawyers, clients, and judges expect 
written work of the highest quality.  Not only must the legal analysis be sound, but the document 
must also be professional in its presentation and meet the high expectations of a legal reader.  For 
purposes of evaluating your work, please keep in mind that I specifically serve as your target 
audience or reader. 

  

Honor Code 

Please read the UW Law Honor Code, (Links to an external site.) paying particular attention to 
Chapter 2’s discussion of student violations. If you have questions about how the Honor Code 
applies in a particular situation, please ask me for clarification. For each graded assignment, I 
will provide specific rules regarding permissible levels of collaboration. 

For ungraded assignments, you may discuss your research and analysis with any Legal Writing 
Fellow, other students in this section, students currently in other LARW sections, or your other 
professors. However, you may share and review written drafts only with the Legal Writing 
Fellows or other students in our section.  In other words, the following people may not review 
your ungraded written drafts at any time: family members, mentors, friends at other schools, or 
anyone else who is not me, a Legal Writing Fellow, or a student in your section. These rules 
modify Sec. 2-204 of the UW Law Honor Code. 

http://www.law.washington.edu/Students/Academics/honorcode.aspx


Because matters of proofreading and style are an important part of what we study in this course, I 
define “Collaboration” more broadly than Sec. 2-204 does. 

  

Diversity 

We all bring different experiences, abilities, backgrounds, and perspectives to our work as legal 
professionals.  Understanding the differences and similarities that exist in the complex 
interrelationships between diverse personal identities enhances our ability to fully engage in the 
process of professional formation and to provide deeper service to the law school, our 
communities, and our clients. 

Standard categories of gender, age, race, ethnicity, socio-economic class, religion, sexual 
orientation, linguistic abilities, country of origin, marital status, or personal beliefs provide us 
with an effective way to initially understand diversity.   But diversity in the classroom does not 
stop there.  People tend to hold multiple “categories” simultaneously.  Personal identities also 
tend to grow ever more complex and subtle with time and experience.  I encourage students to be 
fully present to their educational process and to view this course as a supportive environment 
that seeks to explore difficult questions in productive ways, often based on the willingness of 
students to share who they are and respectfully work together to explore relevant differences and 
similarities.  Mastering an understanding of different perspectives is a fundamental skill that is 
highly useful and enhancing to legal practitioners. 

  

Attendance 

The law school’s attendance policy requires you to attend at least 80% of our class sessions or I 
may drop your enrollment from this course after the fifth week of the quarter.  This course will 
meet approximately 20 times this quarter, so you may miss no more than four classes.  I 
encourage you to attend them all; this is a hands—on course in which your learning depends on 
your active participation.  The attendance policy allows faculty members to impose stricter 
attendance standards or other sanctions for nonattendance, including lowering of a grade, and so 
I will take your level of attendance into account when assigning the participation portion of your 
final grade. 

  

Access and Accommodations  

Your experience in this class is important to me. If you have already established 
accommodations with Disability Resources for Students (DRS), please communicate your 
approved accommodations to me at your earliest convenience so we can discuss your needs. 
 
If you have not yet established services through DRS, but have a temporary health condition or 



permanent disability that requires accommodations (conditions include but not limited to; mental 
health, attention-related, learning, vision, hearing, physical or health impacts), you are welcome 
to contact DRS at 011 Mary Gates Hall or 206-543-8924 or uwdrs@uw.edu or disability.uw.edu. 
DRS offers resources and coordinates reasonable accommodations for students with disabilities 
and/or temporary health conditions.  Reasonable accommodations are established through an 
interactive process between you, your instructor(s) and DRS.  It is the policy and practice of the 
University of Washington to create inclusive and accessible learning environments consistent 
with federal and state law. 

  

Using Computers and Other Electronic Devices in Class 

You may bring cell phones, computers, or other electronic devices to class so long as you mute 
any distracting sounds or vibrations.  Please avoid using cell phones to send text messages unless 
you must attend to an important and time-sensitive matter (e.g., family emergency or illness, 
arranging transportation or childcare, etc.).  I encourage you to bring your computer to class.  If 
you do so, please use it to take notes or to access the internet for purposes directly relevant to our 
learning (e.g., practicing online legal research techniques or accessing the course website).  Do 
not use your devices in a manner that inhibits your engagement in the class.  I do not want to 
police your online activities during class, so I ask that you exercise sound judgment and 
courtesy.  However, if I happen to notice inappropriate or distracting internet use during class as 
I walk around the room, I will take it into account when assigning the participation portion of 
your final grade. 

  

CLASS SCHEDULE & ASSIGNMENTS 

Date Assignments/Readings 
Week 1 –  Intro to the Legal System; Understanding Sources of Law and Legal Rules 
T | 09.29 LWH: pp. 1-29. 

HANDOUT: 01.01 - Handout (TM).docx  

ADDITONAL ASSIGNMENT: INTRODUCTORY 
QUESTIONNAIRE.docx  

F | 10.02 LWH: pp. 31-40. 

01_01 - No Vehicles.pptx  

HANDOUTS: 

01.02 - Handout 2 (TM)-1.docx  

https://canvas.uw.edu/courses/990841/files/32722039/download?wrap=1
https://canvas.uw.edu/courses/990841/files/32723051/download?wrap=1
https://canvas.uw.edu/courses/990841/files/32723051/download?wrap=1
https://canvas.uw.edu/courses/990841/files/32851984/download?wrap=1
https://canvas.uw.edu/courses/990841/files/32722377/download?wrap=1
https://canvas.uw.edu/courses/990841/files/32722039/download?wrap=1
https://canvas.uw.edu/courses/990841/files/32722039/download?wrap=1
https://canvas.uw.edu/courses/990841/files/32723051/download?wrap=1
https://canvas.uw.edu/courses/990841/files/32723051/download?wrap=1
https://canvas.uw.edu/courses/990841/files/32851984/download?wrap=1
https://canvas.uw.edu/courses/990841/files/32851984/download?wrap=1
https://canvas.uw.edu/courses/990841/files/32722377/download?wrap=1
https://canvas.uw.edu/courses/990841/files/32722377/download?wrap=1


Date Assignments/Readings 
01.02 New Fact Patterns Handout (TM)-2.docx   

Week 2 – Fundamental Common Law Concepts: Stare Decisis, Holding, Dicta, and 
Weight of Authority; Introduction to Colbert v. Moomba Sports 
M | 010.05 Assignments Due:  

Turn in “No Vehicles” Opinion Assignment 

Turn in your Introductory Questionnaire 
T | 10.06 Revisions to Opinion Assignment (Bring a hard copy 

of your opinion to class).  We will discuss IRAC and 
CRAC as underlying structures for legal 
analysis.  Conduct your own research on these 
approaches and be ready to apply them critically to our 
drafts of the judicial opinions. 

HANDOUT:  02.01 Kunsch - Geographic 
boundaries of the Washington Courts of Appeals-
1.pdf  

WLR: Ch. 1.I & 1.II (pp. 3–10) 
F | 10.09 CASE FILE: Complaint, Answer, and selected NIED-

related discovery material, factual record. 

HANDOUT: Big Four NIED cases TBA  

Optional: Begin reading “Big Four” NIED cases; 
review case file. 

Week 3 –Drafting a Legal Memo (Part I) 
M | 10.12 Turn in revised “No Vehicles” Opinion Assignment. 
T | 10.13 LWH: pp.169-178 

Bring your written case analysis (“briefs”) of the NIED 
Cases; Class discussion and analysis. In class drafting 
of rule statements. 

Focus:  Rule Synthesis and Principle-based rule 
statements. Draft in class and revise over 
weekend.  Submit on or before Monday, October 19, 
2015 at 9:00 am.. 

F | 10.16 LWH:  pp. 109-30, 137-40, and 211-17. 

Thinking about how to apply law to the facts of our 
case: Creating an outline of the necessary legal analysis 

https://canvas.uw.edu/courses/990841/files/32722381/download?wrap=1
https://canvas.uw.edu/courses/990841/assignments/2980888
https://canvas.uw.edu/courses/990841/assignments/2980790
https://canvas.uw.edu/courses/990841/files/32724922/download?wrap=1
https://canvas.uw.edu/courses/990841/files/32724922/download?wrap=1
https://canvas.uw.edu/courses/990841/files/32724922/download?wrap=1
https://canvas.uw.edu/courses/990841/files/32722381/download?wrap=1
https://canvas.uw.edu/courses/990841/files/32722381/download?wrap=1
https://canvas.uw.edu/courses/990841/files/32724922/download?wrap=1
https://canvas.uw.edu/courses/990841/files/32724922/download?wrap=1


Date Assignments/Readings 
  

Week 4 – Drafting a Legal Memo (Part II) 
 M | 10.19  Submit Rule Synthesis and Principle-Based Rules 

Statements via CANVAS on or before October 19, 
2015 by 9:00 am. 

T | 10.20 LWH: pp. 140-55 and 217-25. 

Begin Drafting the Issue Statement, Brief Answer, and 
Statement of Facts 

CASE FILE: Colbert Case Files TBA 

ASSIGNMENT 2:  

Memo Instructions TBA 

Memo Template TBA 
F | 10.23 LWH: pp. 156-91 and pp. 225-40. 

Begin Drafting the Discussion Section--Rules Revisited 
and Prior Case Discussions Explored. 

Week 5 – Drafting a Legal Memo (Part III) 
T | 10.27 LWH: pp. 156-91 and pp. 225-40. 

Continue Drafting the Discussion Section—Application 
of Law to Facts (party arguments, script method, 
integrated method) 

F | 10.30 LWH: pp. 156-91 and pp. 225-40. 

Continue Drafting the Discussion Section—Explicitly 
provide your evaluation and reach a reasoned and 
justified conclusion. 

Week 6 – The Colbert Objective Memo: Good Faith Draft and Revisions 
M | 11.02 Assignment Due: Turn in your "good faith draft" of the 

Colbert Memo.  
T | 11.03 HANDOUT: Colbert summary judgment motion; 

Supreme Court Oral Arguments. 

We will review both in class. 
F | 11.06 LWH: Memo Checklists—pp. 147, 152-53, 155, 189-

91, 193, 220-21, 224, 237-38; 
Revising/Editing/Proofreading the Memo—pp. 194-208 
and 240-46. 



Date Assignments/Readings 
HANDOUT: Memorandum evaluation rubric; 
Composite Critique of the Draft Colbert Memos 

REDBOOK: Section 13 (editing and proofreading), 
back cover (proofreaders’ marks). 

Bring a hard copy of your memo for in-class revisions 
Week 7 – Final Graded Assignment and Updated Research 
M | 11.09 Assignment Due: Turn in your final Colbert memo.   
T | 11.10 No reading for today’s class 

IN CLASS: You will receive information about the 
final graded memorandum, and we will engage with the 
assignment. 

Materials: 

Assignment Materials TBA 

Research Materials TBA 

Citation and Blue Book Materials TBA 

Using Quotations Materials TBA 
F | 11.13 LWH: pp. 43-56, 77-87, and 105-08. 

WLR: Review/skim Ch. 3 (secondary sources); read 
Ch. 6 (digests) & Ch. 7 (citators) 

Week 8 – Using Advocacy to Deepen Analysis: Oral Argument 
T | 11.17 No reading for today’s class 

Divide into teams in 
class:  appellants/respondents/justices. 

Work with your team to prepare arguments, questions, 
responses. 

HANDOUTS: 

Family Relationship Materials TBA 

Oral Argument Workshop Materials TBA 
F | 11.20 No reading for today’s class 



Date Assignments/Readings 
Conduct simulated appellate argument with interactive 
bench: appellant opening/respondent opening/appellant 
rebuttal 

Week 9 – Finalizing the Memo: Citations and Writing Tips  
M | 11.23 Assignment Due: Research summary of new cases 
T | 11.24 LWH: pp.105-108 

BLUEBOOK: Pages 1–5 (general introduction, 
introduction to Bluepages, rules B1 and B2). 

WLR: App’x A (legal citation) 

HANDOUTS: Washington Style Sheet, Citation 
PowerPoints, Quotations TBA 

F | 11.27 No Class:  Thanksgiving Holiday 
Week 10 – Graded Assignment: Peer Review of the First Draft 
T | 12.01 LWH: Memo Checklists—pp. 147, 152-53, 155, 189-

91, 193, 220-21, 224, 237-38; 
Revising/Editing/Proofreading the Memo—pp. 194-208 
and 240-46. 

REDBOOK: Skim through Table of Contents and 
Section 10 for potential areas of review/focus. 

HANDOUT: Drafting and Revising Materials TBA   
F | 12.04 IN CLASS: Live Critique and Peer Review 

(Bring 1 hard copy of your draft memo to class, a 
highlighter, and a red or blue pen) 

Week 11 – Assignment Due and Final Class of the Quarter 
M | 12.07 Assignment Due: Turn in your final graded 

assignment.    
T | 12.08 HANDOUT: PowerPoint 

IN CLASS: Legal Writing and Job Applications—
Cover Letters, Resumes, Writing Samples 

HANDOUTS: Job Application PowerPoint TBA 
 HANDOUT: Week 1: Introduction to Statutes and Legislative Material 

Tu | 01.05 
IN-CLASS: Professionalism Discussion; Introduction to Statutes and 
Legislative Materials. 



Date Assignments/Readings 
HANDOUTS:  

PowerPoint: Intro to Statutes.pptx  

How to Read a Bill: Washington Legislature - How to Read a Bill.pdf  

Excerpt from Writing, Analysis, & the Law, pp. 87-110 (Chapter 3 only—
you’ll have to scroll down in the PDF.): How to Read a Statute Excerpts.pdf

 

Statutory Reader (This is for use later, but feel free to skim): Statutory 
Reader.pdf  

Research Assignment: 

Research Assignment (TM).docx  

Week 1 Research Workshop ANSWERS.pdf  

Th | 01.07 

READING: LWH Ch. 4 and Ch. 5 (Researching State and Federal 
Statutes); WLR Ch. 4 (Statutes); How to Read a Statute excerpt (above); 
you are welcome to skim the statutory reader, but we will discuss it later in 
the quarter. 

IN-CLASS: In-class research activity locating statutes and discussing 
research assignment above. 

Note: Please bring your laptop computer to class, or sit next to a classmate 
who has one. We will practice some online legal research techniques. 

Week 2: How to Research and Write About Statutes 

Tu | 01.12 

IN-CLASS:  

Troubleshooting regarding research assignment.  

Introduction to Assignment #1Assignment 1 Research Workshop (TM).pdf
: 

Researching, outlining, and writing exercise focused on explaining the 
relevant synthesized legal rule. 

Note: Please bring your laptop computer to class, or sit next to a classmate 
who has one. We will practice some online legal research techniques. 

Th | 01.14 READING: REVIEW LWH, Book 3, pp. 11-297 (Objective Memoranda, 

https://canvas.uw.edu/courses/1023718/files/34379838/download?wrap=1
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E-memos, Opinion Letters, and Email and Text Messages) 

IN-CLASS: Begin outlining and then writing Assignment #1 application of 
law to fact. Previous class’s “synthesis” operates as rule statement. Now 
revise rule statement and apply rule to facts of specific case in Assignment 
#1. 

Week 3: Another Statute Research/Writing Exercise w/ Cases 
Mo | 01.18 Assignment #1 Due @ 9:30am via CANVAS (Ungraded) 

Tu | 01.19 

IN-CLASS: Peer review of Assignment #1, focusing on use of statutory 
language, use of case law to clarify legal rule, and sentence-level clarity. 

Revision Partner Handout: Revision Partner Worksheet.docx  

Th | 01.21 Continue revisions on Assignment #1 in advance of Assignment #2, which 
includes a revised Assignment #1 and a revision report. 

Week 4: How to Resolve Statutory Ambiguity 
Mo | 01.25 Assignment #2 Due @ 9:30am 

Tu | 01.26 

READING: The statutory reader--use our understanding from class to 
make your way through the various articles. 

IN-CLASS: Discussion of statutory interpretation; begin research exercise 
finding law on how Washington courts use legislative history. 

Th | 01.28 

READING: Follow-up Discussion.  See readings from Week 1 and 
complete them. 

IN-CLASS: Discussion of use of legislative history and statutory 
interpretation in the U.S. Supreme Court; in-class research assignment 
finding legislative history on a Washington statute, which will serve as the 
basis for Assignment #3. 

HANDOUT: Assignment 3 Research Workshop.docx   
Week 5: How to Research and Write About Vague and Ambiguous Statutes  

Tu | 02.02 

IN-CLASS: Come to class with relevant portions of the statute and relevant 
legislative history. In-class exercise working through relevant legislative 
history and outlining arguments for Assignment #3. 

Examples of the courts presenting statutory analysis: 

Christensen v Ellsworth meta paragraph.pdf  

CJC v Corporation of Catholic Bishop of Yakima integrated p 746-1.pdf  
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Date Assignments/Readings 
Northwest Forest Resource Council v Glickman integrated p 7 ff.pdf  

State v Evans meta paragraph-2.pdf  

Th | 02.04 

IN-CLASS: Peer review for draft of Assignment #3. Make sure you bring a 
printed copy of your draft to class. 

Assignment 4A (TM).docx  
Week 6: Putting It Together: Researching and Writing About Statutes 
M | 02.08 Assignment #3 Due @ 9:30am 

Tu | 02.09 

READING: Introduction to Assignment #4; Reading on background 
policies and legal issues. 

ACLU paper on police_body-mounted_cameras-v2-2.pdf  

Police body cameras show more than just the facts _ The Seattle Times-
1.pdf  

IN-CLASS: Research workshop on statute and cases for Assignment #4. 

Th | 02.11 

IN-CLASS: Using research from previous class, in-class writing 
assignment and peer review related to Assignment #4 

Workshop Handout: Assignment 4 Parts I & II (TAM).docx  

  
Week 7: Introduction to the Final Graded Assignment #4 

Tu | 02.16 

READING: Final Assignment #4 (full fact pattern and question prompts) 

Assignment 4 Memo (TM).pdf  

Assignment 4 - Flicker Report (TM).pdf  

Assignment 4 - Finch Report (TM).pdf  

Private Conversation Workshop for Assignment _4.docx  

  

Th | 02.18 

IN-CLASS: Research exercise to find relevant statutory language, relevant 
legislative history, and relevant case law. Research summary will be 
Assignment #4A. 

Assignment 4A (TM)-1.docx  
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Week 8: Continued Work on Assignment #4 
Mo | 02.21 Assignment #4A Due @ 9:30am 

Tu | 02.23 
IN-CLASS: Review and discuss research to ensure completeness. Begin 
work on synthesized explanations of the applicable law based on statutes, 
case law, and legislative history. 

Th | 02.25 
READING: Handout on “client conference” activity. 

IN-CLASS: Prepare for client conferences. 
Week 9: Client Presentations & Peer Review 

Tu | 03.01 
No Class This Week: Conferences this week. No class. Sign up for a 
conference with the “client,” i.e., professor. Conferences occur Monday, 
Tuesday, and Wednesday. 

Th | 03.03 No Class This Week: Peer review during the Thursday block for all 
students. 

Week 10: That’s All Folks 
Mo | 03.07 Assignment Due @ 9:30am 
Tu | 03.08 Final Class Discussion. 
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