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COURSE OVERVIEW 

1. Course Description 

This course provides an introduction to international law and legal systems.   The goal is 
to give students an understanding of the US legal system and its context in the context of the 
increasing globalization.  The course will cover a wide range of topics, providing an introduction 
to public international law, private international law, and comparative law. The goal is acquaint 
you with a knowledge base that will allow you to understand and manage interactions between 
domestic, international, and foreign law rules, and how difference in legal systems may impact 
your work in the private and public sectors. 

Required Texts 

There are two required texts for this course and additional readings that will be posted on 
the course website.   The required texts, both paperback short texts, will be available shortly at 
the University Bookstore: 

1. David J. Bederman, International Law Frameworks (2010) (“Bederman”); and 

2. John Henry Merryman and Rogelio Perez-Perdomo, The Civil Law Tradition, An 
Introduction to the Legal Systems of Europe and Latin America (3rd ed. 2007) 
(“Merryman”). 

The readings from the text for the first two weeks of class will be posted as it is likely that the 
books will not be available immediately.   Please do consult the course website as readings may 
be updated over the quarter. 

Office Hours 

I am happy to meet with students as necessary; however, appointments must be made 
through Bernadette O’Grady (bogrady@uw.edu) in Room 371. 

 

Access and Accommodations 

Your experience in this class is important to me. If you have already established 
accommodations with Disability Resources for Students (DRS), please communicate your 
approved accommodations to me at your earliest convenience so we can discuss your needs. 
 
If you have not yet established services through DRS, but have a temporary health condition or 
permanent disability that requires accommodations (conditions include but not limited to; mental 
health, attention-related, learning, vision, hearing, physical or health impacts), you are welcome 



to contact DRS at 011 Mary Gates Hall or 206-543-8924 or uwdrs@uw.edu or 
disability.uw.edu. DRS offers resources and coordinates reasonable accommodations for students 
with disabilities and/or temporary health conditions.  Reasonable accommodations are 
established through an interactive process between you, your instructor(s) and DRS.  It is the 
policy and practice of the University of Washington to create inclusive and accessible learning 
environments consistent with federal and state law. 

Classroom Policies 

Class Participation.  I encourage you to engage actively in class discussion, and I will 
also call on students at random. Please note that the purpose of this policy is not to catch anyone 
off guard but to ensure that everyone is included in the discussion. 

Attendance.  Regular class attendance is expected. If something important arises or if you 
are sick and you need to be absent from class, please let me know in advance. The UW Law’s 
attendance policy reads as follows: “[a]t any time after the fifth week of a course . . . , a student 
who has been determined by the instructor to have attended fewer than 80 percent of the class 
sessions in any course will be required to drop the course from his or her registration upon the 
instructor’s so indicating to the Academic Services Office.” 

Electronics:  Please silence your cell phone before class begins and refrain from any use 
of electronics that is unrelated to your learning in this class. Even if you are a master multi-
tasker, non-class-related activities on your screen can quickly distract students around you. 

2. Grades 

Final course grades will be based on three components: 

Participation: 20%. Your participation grade includes your contributions to class 
discussion. The quality, rather than quantity, of your contributions will count. 

Final exam: 80%. The exam will be three hours long and will consist of complex 
multiple questions, some short answer questions and an essay component. 

SYLLABUS 

Class Date Topic Readings

I. Introduction 

1 Thurs. 
3/31 

Introduction to the course  World Map; Legal Systems of the World 
 12-25 (Reimann et al.)  

II. Comparative Law 

2 Tues. 
4/5 

Introduction to civil law, 
common law and hybrid 
systems 

 Merryman 1-19 
 1-12 (Reimann et al.)  

 



 

3 Thurs. 
4/7 

Sources of civil law and 
interpretation of statutes; 
Types of law and legal 
actors; Civil and criminal 
procedure 

 

 Merryman 27-47; 56-60; 91-133 
 German Civil Code 
 Restatement (Second) of Contracts 
 Italian Justice Untimely 
 Tijuana Consulate Guide 

III. Sources and Methods of International Law

4 Tues. 
4/12 

Custom and general 
principles 

 Bederman 13-25 
 The Paquete Habana 
 Filartiga 
 Abdullahi v. Pfizer, Inc, available at 

http://caselaw.findlaw.com/us-2nd-
circuit/1442878.html 

 Forbes, Supreme Court Observations: Kiobel c. Royal 
Dutch Petroleum: the Future of Alien Tort Litigation, 
availanle at 
http://www.forbes.com/sites/wlf/2013/04/18/supreme-
court-observations-kiobel-v-royal-dutch-petroleum-
the-future-of-alien-tort-litigation/#25cefa885040 

 Thurs. 
4/14 

NO CLASS 

 

 

5 Tues. 
4/19 

Treaties and 
treatymaking; Applying, 
amending and ending 
treaties; other sources 
and evidences 

 

 

 Bederman 26-49 
 Treaty Sampler 
 Vienna Convention on the Law of Treaties – review 

the Table of Contents, read the Preamble, Articles 1-
3, & 19-23, skim the rest 

 ICJ Opinion on Reservations to the Genocide 
Convention 

 ICJ Statute Article 38 
 The Michael Domingues Case 

IV. International Law and U.S. Law  

6 Thurs. 
4/21 

International law in 
domestic law; Treaties 
and foreign affairs 
powers 

 

 Bederman 157-171 
 Lawrence v. Texas 
 Note on State-Level Initiatives 
 Constitutional Sampler 
 U.S. Constitution – foreign affairs excerpts 
 Missouri v. Holland 
 Amy Howe, Treaty Power before the Court 
 Bond v US, available at 



 

 

http://www.supremecourt.gov/opinions/13pdf/12-
158_6579.pdf 

7 Tues. 
4/26 

Hierarchy of domestic 
and international law in 
the U.S. 

 

 

Jurisdiction 

 

 Bederman 171-179 
 Foster v. Neilson 
 Charming Betsy 
 U.S. Department of State Circular 175 

 

 Bederman 180-196 
 United States v. Aluminum Co 
 United States v. Yunis 
 United States v. Yousef 

V. Actors in International Law 

 

 

8 Thurs. 
4/28 

International 
organizations/Individual 
Actors 

 Bederman 63-83 
 UN Charter – read chapters 1 and 2, skim the rest 
 UN Organizational chart 
 Security Council Resolution 1950 
 Report of the Secretary General 
 The Refugee Convention – read Articles 1, 31-33, 35, 

skim the rest 
 Durkee, Beyond the Guantanamo Bind 
 U.S. State Department Report on Protracted Refugee 

Situations 

9 Tues. 
5/3 

States  Bederman 51-62 
 Montevideo Convention) 
 Borgen, Kosovo’s Declaration of Independence 
 Baker, Sovereignty v. Self-Rule 
 Bilefsky, For Crimea, Secession is only as Good as 

Recognition 
 Stephen Tierney, Legal Issues Surrounding the 

Referendum on Independence for Scotland 9 
European Constitutional Law Review 359-390 (2013)

 Steven Erlanger and Alan Cowell, Scotland Reject 
Independence from United Kingdon. NY Times, Sept. 
18, 2014 

 Simon Johnson, Scotland's lawyers: David Cameron 
delivering on powers, The Telegraph, 31 May 2015 



 

10 Thurs. 
5/5 

International dispute 
resolution 

 Bederman 248-266 
 ICJ Statute – read Articles 1-4, 34-36, 38 & 65, skim 

the rest 
 UN Charter – read Article 96 & Chapter V 
 United States v. Iran 
 Buergenthal, Proliferation of Int’l Courts and 

Tribunals 

11 Tues. 
5/10 

International Disputes 

Law of the Sea: 
Treaty, Custom and 
Comity 

 

 Article 121 of the UN Convention on the Law of the 
Sea 

 Maritime Definitions 
 Haberman, Japanese Fight Invading Sea 
 Santos, UNCLOS explained) 
 Eric Posner, Why are China and Japan Inching 

Toward War Over Five Tiny Islands? Slate, Feb. 25, 
2014 

 Optional: A Game of Shark and Minnow - 
http://www.nytimes.com/newsgraphics/2013/10/27/so
uth-china-sea/ 

 Thurs.  
5/12 

NO CLASS  

12 Tues. 
5/17 

Human Rights  Bederman 97-114 
 Universal Declaration of Human Rights 
 European Convention on Human Rights – read 

Articles 1 to 14, skim the rest) 
 Korobov v. Ukraine 

13 Thurs.  
5/19 

Economics and Trade  TBD 

 


