
University of Washington School of Law 
Spring Quarter, 2016 

Prof. La Rond Baker 
Email: larond@gmail.com or lbaker@aclu-wa.org   
Class Sessions: Thursdays at 9-10:15am 
Office Hours: Thursdays at 10:15-10:45 am.  Alternative times and locations are also 
available by appointment. 
 

CRITICAL RACE THEORY 
SYLLABUS  

 
 
Class Description: 
 
Critical Race Theory (CRT) represents a wide body of legal and political research that 
critically examines the role of race as a social construct.  CRT is interested in the ways in 
which the law both creates and disrupts patterns of racial inequality.   
 
CRT’s early advocates challenged both the substance and style of traditional legal 
scholarship.  They rejected the “colorblind” approach to legal issues, as well as liberal 
approaches of emphasizing formal equality and individual civil rights.  CRT advocates 
traditionally used storytelling methods to illuminate the centrality of race as a foundational 
feature of U.S. law.  
 
Current CRT scholars are focused on the challenge presented by a diverse community 
along racial, ethnic, gender, sexuality, and class lines. The focus is now cross-racial, 
comparative, and proactive. It analyzes the converging and diverging experiences of 
indigenous peoples, Latinas/Latinos, African Americans, Asian Pacific Americans, Arab 
Americans, etc. As you work through the readings for this class, pay particular attention to 
the experiences of the people within each group and focus on the CRT movement’s 
prioritization – that one can preserve differences while still forwarding political cohesion, 
unity, and action. 
 
In this course we will introduce and explore key concepts associated with CRT, and 
examine the specific analytic strategies critical race theorists deploy to discuss the uses 
and meanings of “race” in U.S. legal institutions and political ideology. 
 
Attendance and Participation: 
 
This course is a discussion-based course where learning is a collective and collaborative 
enterprise.  For this reason fifty (50) percent of your grade is will be based upon 
attendance and class participation.  Though my presumption is that everyone will be 
prepared to discuss the material, I understand that unexpected events can arise in life, and 
I will honor one-time special requests not to actively participate in class discussion so long 
as the request is made in advance of class. NOTE: there will be no class on April 14, 
2016. 
 
Research Paper: 
 

This class will culminate with each student writing a research paper analyzing a unique 
legal issue or policy question by incorporating theories and methodological approaches 
discussed in class.  For the research paper you are expected to: (a) identify a legal issue; 
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(b) analyze it using methodologies discussed in class; (c) incorporate references to at least 
two (2) assigned readings and outside research; and (d) include policy, theoretical and/or 
historical analysis.  The research paper must be no longer than ten (10) pages and no less 
than six (6) pages.  Please use Bluebook format for all citations. Ideally, research paper 
topics will be submitted by April 21, 2016.  Research papers are due at 9:00 am on 
Thursday, May 12, 2016.  You may submit research papers via Canvas or bring a paper 
copy to class.  NOTE: No extension will be granted for the final research paper.   
 

Required Readings:  All required readings will be posted on Canvas.  You are required 
to read the assignments before class and bring copies of the readings (paper or electronic) 
to class.  NOTE: Assigned readings may change. 

 

Class Meeting Topic Read for This Class 

Unit One   

March 31 Introduction Detour Spotting for White Anti-Racists, 
Joan Olsson; 

Internalizing Oppressive Detours, Thrive 
Social Justice; 

Introduction to Race Law Stories, 

Devon Carbado and Rachel Moran. 

Brown v. Board of Education and the 
Interest Convergence Dilemma, Derrick 
Bell 

 

Unit Two   

April 7 Critical Race Theory in 
Practice 

 

Critical Race Lawyering in Tulia, Texas, 
Vanita Gupta; 

Mascaras, Trenzas, y Grenas, Margaret 
Montoya;  

The Imperial Scholar: Reflections on a 
Review of Civil Rights Literature, 
Richard Delgado. 

 

Unit Three   

April 21 Biased Policing #SayHerName Report, Kimberle 
Crenshaw and Andrea J. Ritchie (African 
American Policy Forum and Center for 
Intersectionality and Social Policy 
Studies); 

ACLU of Washington Letter to the 
Department of Justice;  

State v. E.J.J., 183 Wn.2d 497, 354 P.3d 
815 (2015); 

Why Was Officer Peter Liang Convicted, 



Special Topics: Critical Race Theory Survey B599F Page - 3 
 

Class Meeting Topic Read for This Class 

The Atlantic Monthly.1 

 

Unit Four   

April 28 Bias in the Legal System  Batson v. Kentucky, 476 U.S. 79 (1986); 

State v. Saintcalle, 178 Wn.2d 34 (2013); 

Racially Based Jury Nullification, Paul 
Butler; 

Proposed New Washington State Court 
Rule 35 - Protecting Potential Jurors 
From Discrimination. 

 

Unit Five   

May 5 Who Has Rights? Johnson v. M’Intosh, 21 U.S. 543 (1823) 

Dred Scott v. Sanford, 60 U.S. 939 
(1856); 

Korematsu v. United States, 323 U.S. 
214 (1944); 

Melendres v. Arpaio, 836 F.Supp.2d 959 
(D. Ariz. 2011); 

The Citizen and the Terrorist, Leti 
Volpp.2 

 

Unit Six   

May 12 Critical Race Theory Wrap 
Up 

Readings and issues we have yet to fully 
explore and address, and course 
evaluation. 

 

 
Disability-Related Needs: 
 
If you have already established accommodations with Disability Resources for Students 
(DRS), please communicate your approved accommodations to me at your earliest 
convenience so we can discuss your needs.3 

                                                 
1 Additional readings about Department of Justice v. Seattle Police on Canvas include 
DOJ Findings Letter re Seattle Police Department on Canvas, and DOJ’s Department 
Investigation of the Seattle Police Department can be found at 
https://www.justice.gov/crt/investigation-documents.  Other additional readings Sanchez 
v. Department of Homeland Security Complaint, ACLU of Washington; and ACLU 
Report War Comes Home https://www.aclu.org/feature/war-comes-home 
 
2 Additional reading Whiteness as Property, Cheryl I. Harris 
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Course Evaluation: 

Course evaluations are open online during the last week of classes. Class time will be 
made available on the last day of class, May 6, 2016 for filling out your evaluation.  
Please bring a laptop or mobile device to class on this date to participate in the evaluation. 

 

 

                                                                                                                                                   
3 If you have not yet established services through DRS, but have a temporary health 
condition or permanent disability that requires accommodations (conditions include but 
not limited to; mental health, attention-related, learning, vision, hearing, physical or health 
impacts), you are welcome to contact DRS at 011 Mary Gates Hall or 206-543-8924 or 
uwdrs@uw.edu or disability.uw.edu. DRS offers resources and coordinates reasonable 
accommodations for students with disabilities and/or temporary health conditions. 
Reasonable accommodations are established through an interactive process between you, 
your instructor(s) and DRS.  It is the policy and practice of the University of Washington 
to create inclusive and accessible learning environments consistent with federal and state 
law. 
 


