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Course Description 

This course provides an integrated introduction to the basic structure and principles of the U.S. 
public and private law systems, to the sources and techniques for basic legal research, and to 
analytical and writing skills important to trained lawyers or graduate students seeking legal 
analysis and communication skills. The emphasis in this class will be on case analysis, analytic 
writing, basic legal research, and communications concerning legal matters. 

Learning Objectives 

By the end of this course students will be able to demonstrate a fundamental understanding the 
following: 

 The basic structure and principles of the American Legal System and common law 
decisions 

 Legal research skills to find a given legal authority and to research a legal problem 
 Legal analysis skills to help determine relative weight of authority and understand how 

legal rules are synthesized in order to evaluate the application of law to facts and possible 
legal outcomes 

 Legal communication skills including analytic writing and use of authority 

Required Texts 

 Materials posted to our course CANVAS page or sent via email (Please check often for 
updates and materials) 

Recommended Texts 

 Laurel Oates and Anne Enquist, The Legal Writing Handbook: Analysis, Research, and 
Writing (6th ed., Apsen 2015) 



 Julie A. Heintz-Cho, Tom Cobb, and Mary A. Hotchkiss, Washington Legal Research 
(2d ed. 2009) 

 Harvard Law Review Ass’n, The Bluebook: A Uniform System of Citation (20th ed., 
Harvard Law Review 2014) 

 Bryan A. Garner, The Redbook: A Manual on Legal Style (2d ed. 2006) 
 Penny A. Hazelton et al., Washington Legal Researcher’s Deskbook (3d ed. 2002) (this 

book was written by the Gallagher Law Library reference librarians and is available for 
purchase at the Circulation Desk on floor L1) 

 Bryan A. Garner, Legal Writing in Plain English: A Text with Exercises (2001) 
 Black’s Law Dictionary (pocket or abridged version; also available on Westlaw) 
 Amy E. Sloan, Basic Legal Research: Tools and Strategies (2009) 
 Alan L. Dworsky & Jason Geer, User's Guide to the Bluebook (2010) 

Research Resources 

In addition to your access to the Westlaw and LexisNexis databases, you have access to UWLS 
research librarians, who are among the finest in the country. I recommend making an individual 
appointment with one of our reference librarians at least once during the academic year. As legal 
professionals, students should become comfortable consulting with research experts. Reference 
support is available in person in the reference office near the circulation desk on floor L1. Or, 
you may contact a reference librarian via e-mail at lawrefst@u.washington.edu or by telephone 
at (206) 543-6794. Also, the library has posted many helpful documents in support of LARW 
classes. Some specific resources you might want to bookmark for use in this course are: 

 Basic Legal Skills research guide: http://lib.law.washington.edu/ref/basic.html (Links to 
an external site.)  

 Washington State Law research guide: http://lib.law.washington.edu/WA.html (Links to 
an external site.)  

 U.S. (Federal) Law research guide: http://lib.law.washington.edu/ref/fedlaw.html (Links 
to an external site.)  

 Legal and General Writing Resources: 
http://lib.law.washington.edu/ref/writing.html (Links to an external site.)  

 Bluebook 101: http://lib.law.washington.edu/ref/bluebook101.html (Links to an external 
site.)  

 Microsoft Word Tips to Make Your Life Easier: 
http://lib.law.washington.edu/ref/wordtips.html (Links to an external site.)  

I also encourage you to use the learning exercises available for free at the website for the Center 
for Computer-Assisted Legal Instruction (CALI). The CALI CD-ROM provided during your 
FLS orientation contains effective information on legal research and citations, as does the CALI 
website itself at www.cali.org/lessons (Links to an external site.) under the topic heading “Legal 
Writing.” 

  



Diversity 

We all bring different experiences, abilities, backgrounds, and perspectives to our work as legal 
professionals. Understanding the differences and similarities that exist in the complex 
interrelationships between diverse personal identities enhances our ability to fully engage in the 
process of professional formation and to provide deeper service to the law school, our 
communities, and our clients. 

Standard categories of gender, age, race, ethnicity, socio-economic class, religion, sexual 
orientation, linguistic abilities, country of origin, marital status, or personal beliefs provide us 
with an effective way to initially understand diversity. But diversity in the classroom does not 
stop there. People tend to hold multiple “categories” simultaneously. Personal identities also tend 
to grow ever more complex and subtle with time and experience. I encourage students to be fully 
present to their educational process and to view this course as a supportive environment that 
seeks to explore difficult questions in productive ways, often based on the willingness of 
students to share who they are and respectfully work together to explore relevant differences and 
similarities. Mastering an understanding of different perspectives is a fundamental skill that is 
highly useful and enhancing to legal practitioners. 

Access and Accommodations 

Your experience in this class is important to me. If you have already established 
accommodations with Disability Resources for Students (DRS), please communicate your 
approved accommodations to me at your earliest convenience so we can discuss your needs. 

If you have not yet established services through DRS, but have a temporary health condition or 
permanent disability that requires accommodations (conditions include but not limited to; mental 
health, attention-related, learning, vision, hearing, physical or health impacts), you are welcome 
to contact DRS at 011 Mary Gates Hall or 206-543-8924 or uwdrs@uw.edu or disability.uw.edu. 
The DRS staff offer resources and coordinate reasonable accommodations for students with 
disabilities and/or temporary health conditions. Reasonable accommodations are established 
through an interactive process between you, your instructor(s) and DRS. It is the policy and 
practice of the University of Washington to create inclusive and accessible learning 
environments consistent with federal and state law. 

Changes to Syllabus 

This syllabus is subject to change at any time. Changes can be made by me in class, online, or 
through email. It is each student’s responsibility to keep current on such changes. 

Assignment Submissions 

Unless otherwise specified, please turn in assignments electronically. 

  



Course Grading 

You will receive a numerical grade for this class, with 4.0 being the highest grade and 2.7 being 
the lowest grade for which academic credit is given. “Honors” grades (3.7 to 4.0) are not limited 
because this course is not subject to the mandatory curve. Students who turn in assignments on 
time, demonstrate superior academic effort, and actively participate in learning will be rewarded. 
Your grade will be based on two factors: 

 Class Participation 20% 
 Submitted Work 80% 

COURSE SCHEDULE AND TOPICS AND ASSIGNMENTS 

DAT
E 

TOPICS ASSIGNMENTS 

9/27 
Introduction & 
How to Read a 
Case 

None 

Legal Analysis: Understanding Cases and Legal Authorities 

9/28 Case Analysis Read and Brief Obergefell v. Hodges   

10/4 
Stare Decisis and 
Rule Synthesis 

U.S. Legal System  
How to Read a Judicial Opinion   

10/5 
Application of 
Law to Facts 

CASE ANALOGIES.docx   
Alonso v Qwest Communications Co LLC.pdf   
TO TURN IN YOUR SUMMARIES, PLEASE CLICK ON 
THE ASSIGNMENTS LINK AND UPLOAD THERE. 

10/11 

Evaluating 
Arguments and 
Counter 
Arguments 

Judicial Opinion Exercise.docx   
State Statutes and Supporting Materials.docx  
https://www.courts.wa.gov/opinions/pdf/338118_pub.pdf (Lin
ks to an external site.)  

10/12 
The Disposition, 
The Rule, and 
Future Precedence 

 



DAT
E 

TOPICS ASSIGNMENTS 

10/18 
Statutory 
Analysis: Codes 
& Regulations 

State v Barnes.pdf  

10/19 
Rules of 
Construction and 
Interpretation 

statutoryinterpretation.pdf  

10/25 

Expansion or 
Narrowing 
through Case 
Interpretation and 
Application 

 

10/26 
Constitutional 
Review  

Research Skills 

11/1 
Sources of 
Authority  

11/2 
On-line and 
Library Resources  

11/8 
Legislative 
History  

11/9 
Citations to 
Authority  

Legal Communications 

11/15 
Introduction to 
Memos and 
Emails 

 



DAT
E 

TOPICS ASSIGNMENTS 

11/16 
Legal Writing, 
Part I  

11/22 
Legal Writing, 
Part II  

11/23 
THANKSGIVIN
G HOLIDAY 
OBSERVED 

 

11/29 
Legal Writing, 
Part III  

11/30 
Legal Writing, 
Part IV  

12/6 
Revising and 
Editing, Part I  

12/7 
Revising and 
Editing, Part II  

 


