
University of Washington School of Law 
Autumn Quarter, 2016 

BEGINNING OF LIFE: RIGHTS AND CHOICES 
LAW H508 (2 Credits) 

Thursdays, 1:30-3:20 pm, Room 116 

Professor: Anna Mastroianni 
Phone: 206.616.3482 
Email: amastroi@uw.edu 
Office: William H Gates Hall 420 
Office Hours: Thursdays 3:30-4:30 pm; Other times by email appointment  

GENERAL INFORMATION AND COURSE SYLLABUS  

Summary of Course  

               This seminar course will address controversial legal issues engendered by our 
increasing control over the beginning of life. The course will begin with an overview of the 
concepts of reproductive rights and reproductive justice, and will then focus on laws and policies 
related to abortion, pregnancy, assisted reproduction (including surrogate parenthood, sperm and 
egg donation, and in-vitro fertilization) and, if time permits, controversial technology 
applications in the news (such as mitochondrial replacement “therapy”). This course will be 
taught and conducted in seminar style. We will be engaged in our exploration of the topics 
covered through shared learning. Taking advantage of the diversity of perspectives in the class, 
each class member will contribute to the learning that occurs. Collaborative learning will be 
reflected in the way that the course is structured and your work is evaluated. 

Required Texts  

The course materials are available via CANVAS and include cases, articles, excerpts from books 
and other texts, and legislative and regulatory materials. 

Course Grade 

The course grade will be based upon: 

(1) one 2000-2500 word Research Memorandum (in legal memo form) examining a topic of 
interest related to the course, 

(2) Eight (8) Discussion Page Postings, and 

(3) Class Participation and Attendance. 

Grading Notes: This course is not subject to the law school’s mandatory grading curve. Because 
each graded assignment is posted on a student-identifiable discussion page or is on a student-



selected topic written with ongoing interaction with the instructor, anonymous grading is not 
possible in this course.  

(1) The Research Memorandum 

In order to provide you with an opportunity for feedback on your writing during the course, the 
writing process has been divided into three parts as outlined below. 

(a) Prospectus. 

Students must select a legal topic of interest in the area of law related to the course. Although the 
topic may be of the student’s choice, it must be approved by the instructor. The specific topic 
may not be one that the student has written on before for any class or publication. Students 
should talk to the instructor for clarification if questions arise concerning this requirement. 

The prospectus should be approximately one page and should (i) specify a narrowly defined legal 
research question, (ii) describe the research topic in sufficient detail so that the instructor can 
provide feedback or guidance, and (iii) include a research strategy and preliminary bibliography. 

Students should assume that they are writing their memos for their supervising attorneys on 
client-related matters. The memo should be jurisdiction-specific, although need not be limited to 
just one jurisdiction. 

There is no required style or formatting for this submission. It is highly recommended that 
you review the legal memo writing resources linked on the Canvas home page, which are also 
directly accessible here. 

The Prospectus is due via its Assignments link on CANVAS no later than 12:00 PM (Noon) on 
Tuesday, October 11. The instructor will provide feedback, including topic approval (or 
disapproval) via CANVAS. The assignment will constitute 7% of your grade. 

(b) OPTIONAL Draft Submission. 

A draft of the memo, in a condition as close to final as reasonably possible, may be submitted to 
the instructor via its Assignments link on CANVAS by no later than 12:00 PM (Noon) on 
Tuesday, November 22. 

Drafts must be double-spaced, with one-inch (1”) margins all around, and 12-point Times New 
Roman font. Students should use footnote formatting (rather than endnotes). Bluebook 
formatting is not required for this submission.It is highly recommended that you review the legal 
memo writing resources linked on the Canvas home page, which are also directly accessible 
here.  

This draft submission is OPTIONAL and UNGRADED. No late submissions are accepted (i.e., 
the instructor will not provide written comments and guidance on late submissions), although 



students may make appointments after the draft submission deadline with the instructor to 
discuss memo topics, research, approach, and specific questions. 

The instructor will be providing feedback on the draft via CANVAS or in a scheduled one-on-
one instructor-student . 

(c) Final Memo. 

The final version of the Research Memo will constitute 35% of your grade. 

The minimum number of words required is 2000, and the maximum number of words permitted 
is 2500, not including footnotes. Papers must be double-spaced, with one-inch margins, page 
numbers, and in 12-point Times New Roman font. All memos must use the appropriate 
Bluebook citation format for Legal Memoranda. All submissions must be structured as a classic 
Legal Memorandum. Student Name must appear in the upper right hand corner of all pages .Any 
Footnotes must be 10 point Times New Roman and Single Spaced. It is highly recommended 
that you review the legal memo writing resources linked on the Canvas home page, which 
are also directly accessible here.  

Points will be deducted for failure to follow any of the style requirements. Detailed grading 
criteria will be posted on CANVAS. The final version of your paper is due via its Assignments 
link on CANVAS no later than 12:00 PM (Noon) on Saturday, December 10. (First day of Law 
School Final Examinations.) Early submissions are always welcome.  

Note on Writing Quality. High-quality writing is the standard for graduate education. I expect 
that you will have proofread all of your submissions for spelling and grammatical errors before 
turning them in. I will pay attention to style as well as content. In general, you will lose points 
for sloppiness and gain points for eloquence. If you know you have trouble in these areas, please 
let me know so I can take that into consideration as I grade your writing submissions. One 
strategy is to read the paper out loud. Another is to have a colleague proof your paper before 
submission so that you learn how to improve your writing. For guidance, please refer to The 
Elements of Style, by William Strunk, Jr., (http://www.bartleby.com/141/ (Links to an external 
site.)) and Style: Ten Lessons in Clarity & Grace (7th ed.), by Joseph M. Williams. Both are 
excellent references for organizing and improving your writing in any discipline. In addition, 
there is a free consultation service available through the UW’s Odegaard Writing and Research 
Center (http://depts.washington.edu/owrc/ (Links to an external site.)). Please consult the 
Center’s website for policies, contact information and hours. Your first year legal writing 
instructor may also be a good resource. 

(2) Discussion Postings 

The instructor will post a series of questions for each class meetings on the Course Discussions 
page on CANVAS. Each student is required to write on eight (8) Discussion assignments of the 
student’s choice. The purpose of the posts is to foster discussion and questions before class so 
that we can make the best use of our class time together. Unless specifically directed otherwise 
on the Course Discussions page, students are required to (a) submit Answers to each question 



posted by the instructor, and (b) respond to at least two (2) Peer Comments posted by classmates 
(two comments total, not per question). 

Important: Once You Post To The Course Discussion Page You Are Committed To Posting For 
The Whole Assignment. Partially Completed Assignments Will Be Treated As A Full Response 
For Grading Purposes. Please contact the instructor if you have any questions. 

Answers to posted questions (a, above) are due no later than 12:00 pm (Noon) on the day before 
class meetings, and Peer Comments on classmates’ postings (b, above) are due by 12:00 pm 
(Noon) on the day of class meetings. Please plan your schedules accordingly. 

Responses and questions posted on the Course Discussions page will be used to organize and 
guide in-class discussions. Questions will be posted in advance, and students are welcome to 
submit your responses early. The eight Discussion postings comprise 40% of your course grade. 
Note: No Peer Comments are required for the first day assignment, which can serve as one of the 
eight discussion postings. 

(3) Class Attendance & Participation 

Active participation by all students is crucial to the success of this class. The expectation is that 
each student will participate in discussion. (Please see the instructor if you have questions about 
this expectation.) It is very important that you come prepared for class, having read the assigned 
materials and thought about the issues. Only one excused absence will be allowed during the 
course out of fairness to other students. You must notify the instructor in advance (by email, 
phone/voice mail, or in person) with a reasonable excuse for non-attendance; you will lose points 
for unexcused absences. Class Attendance and Participation will constitute 18% of your grade. 
Because this is a seminar course, it will not be podcast. 

Important Note on Late Submissions. Due dates are firm, and will not be extended except in 
extenuating circumstances. In the interest of fairness to other students, a four-point deduction 
will be made each 24-hour period any assignment is late. This applies to both the Research 
Memo assignment and to the 8 Discussion Postings. If you have extenuating circumstances that 
will require renegotiating deadlines, please give me as much warning as possible. You must have 
prior approval to avoid late penalties. Early submissions are always welcome. 

   



ASSIGNMENT 

GRADE VALUE

DUE DATE 
Points[total 
400]  

Percentage[total 
100]

Class Attendance & 
Participation 

72 18 Each class 

Eight (8) Discussion 
Postings 

160 40 

By 12:00 PM (Noon) day 
before class meeting 
(dates noted on syllabus) 
via Discussions page on 
CANVAS 
Peer Comments due by 
12:00 PM (Noon) day of 
class (dates noted on 
syllabus) via Discussions 
page on CANVAS 

Research 
Memo 

One Page 
Prospectus 

28 7 

By 12:00 PM (Noon), 
Tuesday, October 11, via 
its Assignments link on 
CANVAS 

OPTIONAL 
Draft Memo 
Submission 

0 0 

By 12:00 PM 
(Noon),Tuesday, 
November 22, via its 
Assignments link on 
CANVAS 
No late submissions 
accepted 

Final Memo 140 35 

By 12:00 PM (Noon), 
Saturday, December 10, 
via its Assignments link 
on CANVAS 

Access and Accommodations 

I am committed to providing an inclusive and accessible learning environment for students in 
accordance with policies and practices of the University of Washington and as consistent with 
state and federal law. If you have already established accommodations with Disability Resources 
for Students (DRS), please communicate your approved accommodations to me as early as 
possible so we can discuss your needs in this course. 



If you have not yet established services through DRS, but have a temporary health condition or 
permanent disability that requires accommodations (conditions include but not limited to: mental 
health, attention-related, learning, vision, hearing, physical or health impacts), please contact 
DRS at 206-543-8924 or uwdrs@uw.edu or disability.uw.edu.  (Links to an external site.)DRS 
offers resources and coordinates reasonable accommodations for students with disabilities and/or 
temporary health conditions. Reasonable accommodations are established through an interactive 
process between you, the instructor (Mastroianni) and DRS. 

Podcasts; PowerPoint Slides 

Because this course is taught seminar (discussion) style rather than as lecture style, it will not be 
podcast. The instructor’s PowerPoint slides, if any, will be posted to CANVAS. 

Course Evaluation 

Course evaluations are open online during the last week of classes. Class time will be made 
available on December 1 for filling out your evaluation. Please bring a laptop or mobile device to 
class on this date to participate in the evaluation. 

Class 
Meeting (Links 
to an external 
site.) 

Topic (Links to an 
external site.) 

Read for This Class (Links to an external 
site.) 

Week One (Links to an external site.) 

Sept. 29 
Reproductive Rights and 
Justice: Perspectives 

Luna, Zakiya and Luker, Kristin, Reproductive 
Justice  (November 2013). AND any two 
(2) of the following: 
(i) Asian Communities for Reproductive 
Justice, A New Vision for Advancing our 
Movement for Reproductive Health, Rights 
and Justice. ;  
(ii) Causes in Common, Reproductive Justices 
and LGBT Liberation;  
(iii) National Latina Institute for Reproductive 
Health, Reproductive Justice; More 
Reproductive Justice  [note that interactive 
feature sometime increases web loading time]; 
(iv) Trust Black Women, Understanding 
Reproductive Justice   

   



Week Two   (Links to an external site.) 

Oct. 6 

Identifying and 
Researching Health Law 
Topics 
Anna Endter, JD, MLIS, 
Head of Research 
Services, Gallagher Law 
Library 

 
Reproduction: 
Constitutional 
Foundations 

Research Plan  and Handout  
Griswold v. Connecticut  
Eisenstadt v. Baird  
Roe v. Wade  
Planned Parenthood v. Casey   

Week Three   (Links to an external site.) 

Oct. 13 (Links 
to an external 
site.) 

Regulating Reproduction: 

Contraceptive Access 

Objections by Health Care 
Providers 

Objections by Employers 
and Insurers 

Stormans, Inc. v. Wiesman  (edited) 
RCW 70.47.160 (Links to an external site.) 
R. Alta Charo, Health Care Provider Refusals 
to Treat, Prescribe, Refer or Inform: 
Professionalism and Conscience (Links to an 
external site.) 
Robin Wilson, The Limits of Conscience: 
Moral Clashes over Deeply Divisive 
Healthcare Procedures (Links to an external 
site.) (UW access) 
Guttmacher Institute, State Policies in Brief: 
Insurance Coverage of Contraceptives (Links 
to an external site.) 
Kaiser Family Foundation, Round 2 on the 
Legal Challenges to Contraceptive Coverage: 
Are Nonprofits “Substantially Burdened” by 
the “Accommodation”? (Links to an external 
site.) 
Zubik v. Burwell  (edited) 
Catherine Albiston, The Social Meaning of the 
Norplant Condition: Constitutional 
Considerations of Race, Class, and 
Gender (Links to an external site.)  

   



Week Four   (Links to an external site.) 

Oct. 20 
Regulating Abortion—
What’s Next? 

Gonzales v. Carhart  (edited) 
Whole Woman’s Health v. Hellerstedt 
(edited)  
Guttmacher Institute, State Policies in Brief: 
An Overview of Abortion Laws (Links to an 
external site.) (1 Sept 2016) (Links to an 
external site.) 
Guttmacher Institute, State Policies in Brief: 
Targeted Regulation of Abortion  (Links to an 
external site.)Providers (Links to an external 
site.) (1 Sept 2016)  

Week Five   (Links to an external site.) 

Oct. 27 

  (Links to an external 
site.)  

Pregnancy and Birth 

…Prosecuting Pregnant 
Women for Fetal Harms 

…Forced medical care 

Emily Bazelon, Purvi Patel Could be Just the 
Beginning (Links to an external site.) 
Johnson v. State  (edited) 
In re A.C.  (edited)  
Burton v. State   (edited)  
Brawley v. Washington  (edited)  
RCW 72.09.651 (Links to an external site.), 
Use of restraints 

Read your choice of: 

Dorothy Roberts, Making Reproduction a 
Crime  

OR 

Nancy Ehrenrich, The Colonization of the 
Womb (Links to an external site.) 

   



Week Six   (Links to an external site.) 

Nov. 7 
(Monday) 
Room 116 
Please note day 
and time 
change!   

  (Links to an 
external site.) 

Collaborative 
Reproduction: 

…Methods 

...US Oversight: Federal 
Regulation 

Legal Memo Writing 
Discussion  

Legal memo writing resources linked on the Canvas 
home page (which are also directly accessible here).  

NIH, Assisted Reproductive Technology (Links to an 
external site.) (ART)  

Resolve, Fast Facts about Infertility (Links to an 
external site.) 

J. Burnett, Use of Assisted Reproductive Technology 
and Gay and Lesbian Couples (Links to an external 
site.) 

ASRM, Oversight of Assisted Reproductive 
Technology (Links to an external site.) 

Frith and Blyth, Assisted reproductive technology in the 

USA: is more regulation needed?  

For reference: 

- Fertility Clinic Success Rate and Certification Act of 
1992 (Links to an external site.) 

- CDC, ART Success Rates (Links to an external site.)  

Week Seven   (Links to an external site.) 

Nov. 10 

 Collaborative 
Reproduction: 

… Access 

...”Spare” Embryos  

ASRM Ethics Committee, Access to Fertility 
Services by Transgender Persons (Links to an 
external site.) 
NCSL, State Laws Related to Insurance 
Coverage for Infertility Treatment  (Links to 
an external site.) 
For Reference:  
ABA, Model Act Governing Assisted 
Reproductive Technology (Links to an 
external site.) (February 2008) 
ABA, Model Act Governing Assisted 
Reproductive Technology Agencies  (Links to 
an external site.)(February 2016) 
ASRM Ethics Committee, Access to fertility 
treatment by gays, lesbians, and unmarried 
persons: a committee opinion [to be linked] 



Week Eight   (Links to an external site.) 

Nov. 17 

Collaborative 
Reproduction: Surrogacy 

…Regulation 

…Parentage  

  

Week Nine   

Nov. 24 NO CLASS: HAPPY THANKSGIVING

Week Ten   

Dec. 1 

Reproduction, Technology 
and Biomedical Research 

…Fetal Tissue Research 

…Embryonic Stem Cell 
Research 

...Mitochondrial 
Replacement Therapy 

Course Evaluations 

  

Week 11   

Dec. 10 

The Final Research Memo for H508 Beginning of Life: Rights and Choices 
is due via Canvas submission no later than 12 noon, Saturday, December 
10, 2016. Late papers: 4 point deduction per 24 hours or portion thereof past 
the due date and time. 

 


