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JOURNAL SEMINAR  
Washington International Law Journal 
Law B597 A, Autumn 2016/Winter 2017 

Tues. 5:30-6:20 p.m., Room 207 

Professor Melissa J. Durkee 

Office: Room 318  

Office Hours: Mon./Thurs., 4-5 p.m.  

mdurkee@uw.edu 

 

Assistant: Victoria Parker 

Office: Room 422 

Office Hours: Mon.-Thurs. 7:30 a.m. – 6 p.m.  

parkervt@uw.edu / 206.543.2645 

 

Comments Editor: Jordan Wada 

twada@uw.edu 

 

COURSE OVERVIEW 

This two-credit seminar is designed to support second-year students who are writing a note 

or comment for the Washington International Law Journal. The seminar focuses on topic 

selection, research, drafting, and presenting a substantial paper. Writing a substantial research 

paper offers you the opportunity to fully and critically explore a topic that interests you, and to 

propose changes to the law or to the current understanding of how the law works. Developing a 

substantial paper is inherently challenging and time-consuming. However, it also invites you to 

think lucidly, to develop your capacities as a researcher, and to improve your command of the 

written word. You may also make leaps forward in your understanding of an area of legal doctrine 

or theory. In addition, the course encourages you to engage in the academic process by reading 

and critiquing the work of your peers, in small-group and workshop settings. To this end, the 

seminar will include lectures, discussion, workshopping early-stage and mid-stage projects, and 

individual conferences with your comments editor and faculty adviser.  

 

1. Texts 

The text for this course is EUGENE VOLOKH, ACADEMIC LEGAL WRITING (4
th

 ed. 2010). 

You are welcome to use any edition of this text, which is available for purchase at the University 

Bookstore and from various online vendors in new or used versions. (Page numbers in the 

syllabus are from the 4
th

 edition.)  You will also be asked to read and skim additional articles and 

material as noted on the syllabus. These are available on Canvas.  

2. Office Hours 

I encourage you to talk with me outside of class if you have questions or comments. My 

office hours are Mondays and Thursdays from 4 to 5 p.m., and I am also available at other times 

by email appointment.  
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3. Disability-Related Needs 

The University of Washington is committed to providing access, equal opportunity and 

reasonable accommodation in its services, programs, activities, education and employment for 

individuals with disabilities. To request disability accommodation, contact the Disability 

Services Office at least ten days in advance at: 206.543.6450(voice), 206.543.6452(TTY), 

206.685.7264 (FAX), or e-mail at dso@u.washington.edu. If you have a letter from the 

Disability Services Office, please present the letter to me so we can discuss the accommodations 

you might need in the class. 

4.  Classroom Policies  

Class attendance is expected. If something important arises or if you are sick and you 

need to be absent from class, please let me and Jordan Wada know in advance. Please silence 

your cell phones before class begins and refrain from any use of electronics that is unrelated to 

your learning in this class. Even if you are a master multi-tasker, non-class-related activities on 

your screen can quickly distract students around you. 

5.  Comment Editor and Faculty Adviser 

Early in the course you will be paired with a third-year comment editor who will be 

available to assist you more closely as you develop your comment. You will be asked to arrange 

a certain number of meetings with your comment editor throughout the course of the seminar, to 

familiarize your editor with your topic, and allow you to brainstorm with your editor and 

troubleshoot any issues you may have as you develop your comment. You and your editor should 

schedule your meetings, and you should also feel free to email your comment editor with 

questions you may have along the way.  

You will also be asked to identify a faculty advisor to supervise your comment 

development after the course ends. You should approach your advisor as soon as you have 

selected a topic, developed some preliminary research, and identified a preliminary claim—

likely at the end of the autumn quarter or the beginning of the winter quarter. If you do not plan 

to publish your comment and wish to seek an exemption from this requirement, please discuss 

that with your comment editor and/or Jordan Wada. 

6. Grades 

Final grades are posted after winter quarter and include the following two elements: 

 

Class Participation. 35%. For full seminar participation points, attend all seminar sessions 

(except for one free pass and when excused for illness or emergency), participate fully in classroom 

exercises, and be prepared to respond to your fellow students’ presentations with thoughtful 

questions or comments, particularly during the Half-Baked Claim workshops and the Winter 

Workshops. Participation will be composed of the following elements: 

 

Seminar (and Workshop) Participation:   30% 

Meetings with Comments Editors:  5% 

 (scheduling & attending) 

 

mailto:dso@u.washington.edu
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Writing Benchmarks. 65%. These “benchmark” assignments will be evaluated on elements 

such as timely submission, completeness, and evidence of investment of thought and effort: 

 

Annotated bibliography check-ins:  25% 

Description of claim:    5% 

Rough outline:     5% 

Introduction (version 1) and outline:  5% 

Meeting draft word-number deadlines:  15% 

Introduction (version 2) and outline:  10%  

 

Note that seminar grading is not subject to the mandatory curve. Meeting expectations in 

this seminar will entitle you to a B+ grade. Grading is intended to encourage and reward scholarly 

diligence and engagement. 

 

Extra Credit: Research Forum. This autumn, the University of Washington has the 

unique opportunity to host the American Society of International Law Research Forum, which is 

a premier international law conference that draws professors and scholars from around the 

country and internationally to present research about cutting-edge topics in international law. 

The conference will take place here at the Law School on November 11 & 12. Because UW law 

is the host institution, UW students may attend the Forum for free, and I invite you to attend as 

fully as your schedule permits. Please register for the forum here: 

https://www.asil.org/event/midyear-meeting-research-forum-1 (you may use the following 

“Promotion Code” to register for free: APSTUDENT16). For extra credit in this course, attend at 

least one panel and then write a paragraph or two about the panel that you attended and upload 

your reflection to Canvas by the end of the autumn quarter. Please identify the panel(s) in your 

response.  

7. Assignments 

The syllabus and reading assignments for the course follow. Note that the syllabus is 

subject to change. In case of any changes, I will circulate a revised version (marked on the 

bottom of the page). 

https://www.asil.org/event/midyear-meeting-research-forum-1
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SYLLABUS (subject to modification)  

Autumn Quarter 

Date Topic Readings and assignments Suggested research and  

writing tasks  

9/27 Introduction to the 

seminar 

Developing your 

topic 

• Read Volokh, 10-46 

• Skim 2 introductions to articles 

posted on Canvas in “Scholarship” 

folder; highlight statement of claim.  

Think about what topic you 

would like to research and 

what problem you would like 

to solve. Jot down some 

possibilities or brainstorm with 

a friend. Read widely. 

10/4 Research workshop 

with librarians 

• Read Volokh, 85-104 & 143-55. Keep reading. Consider 

keeping a reading journal to 

help you refine your thoughts. 

Write down a brief description 

of a potential topic. 

10/11 Topic and problems 

Research methods 

 

• Read Volokh, 334-342 

• Upload to Canvas by 5:30 Tuesday 

the 11
th
 and bring to class a brief (1-

3 sentences) description of a possible 

topic and an annotated bibliography 

of 3 initial sources. 

• Come to class prepared to discuss 

your method of tracking your 

research. 

Keep reading. Focus your 

research to narrow your topic 

and develop your claim. Keep 

track of your research trail.  

 

10/18

-

10/25 

Independent 

research: Seminar 

does not meet.  

• Upload to Canvas by 5:30 Tuesday 

the 18th an annotated bibliography of 

3 additional sources. 

• Upload to Canvas by 5:30 Tuesday 

the 15
th
 an annotated bibliography of 

3 additional sources. 

Continue to research and 

develop your claim and keep 

track of your research trail. 
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Date Topic Readings and assignments Suggested research and  

writing tasks  

11/1 The form and 

structure of an 

academic argument 

 

 

• Read Volokh, 47-62 

• Upload to Canvas by 5:30 Tuesday 

the 1
st
 an annotated bibliography of 3 

additional sources. 

• Select two of the articles posted on 

Canvas in the “Scholarship” folder; 

note how each article is structured 

(what is the purpose of each Part?) 

and be prepared to identify the claim 

and evaluate its success (is it novel, 

useful, nonobvious, sound?). 

• Sign up in class for Group 1 or 2 

Half-baked claims presenter and 

commentator slots 

Continue to research and 

develop your claim and keep 

track of your research trail; 

draft a description of your 

claim. 

 

 

11/8 Independent 

research: Seminar 

does not meet.   

• Upload to Canvas by 5:30 Tuesday 

the 8
th
 an annotated bibliography of 3 

additional sources. 

• Optional: Attend ASIL Research 

Forum presentations here at UW 

Law on 11/11 &/or 11/12. For extra 

credit, write a few paragraphs to 

reflect on the panel(s) you attend and 

upload to Canvas by the end of the 

quarter. 

Write a quick and dirty 

introduction and jot down a 

rough outline. Think about what 

you need to investigate further. 

11/15 Half-baked claims 

workshop #1 

90 min session  

(5:30-7:00) 

 

 

• Read Volokh 63-66; 81-84. 

• Group 1: prepare and upload to 

Canvas by 5 p.m. Sunday 11/13 a 

one-sentence statement of your topic 

and a one-paragraph description of 

your claim. (If you wish, you may 

briefly note questions you’re 

puzzling over.) 

• Group 2: read Group 1’s half-baked 

claims and be prepared to discuss 

them during the workshop. 

Work on your quick and dirty 

introduction and rough outline 

or move on to drafting the 

background section. What do 

you need to investigate further? 
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Date Topic Readings and assignments Suggested research and  

writing tasks  

11/22 Half-baked claims 

workshop #2 

90 min session  

(5:30-7:00) 

 

• Read Volokh, 67-80 

• Group 2: prepare and upload to 

Canvas by 5 p.m. Sunday 11/20 a 

one-sentence statement of your topic 

and a one-paragraph description of 

your claim. (If you wish, you may 

briefly note questions you’re 

puzzling over.) 

• Group 1: read Group 2’s half-baked 

claims and be prepared to discuss 

them during class. 

Keep writing, and researching 

as you go to fill in holes you 

find. Make a work schedule for 

completing the draft. 

 

11/29 The process of 

writing 

 

 

 

 Skim the tips (#1-16) available at 

http://www.graduate-

mentor.com/productive-writer/ 

 Be prepared to discuss tips you 

found helpful and any suggestions 

you might add.  

 Upload to Canvas and bring to 

class 2 copies of your work 

schedule for completing the draft. 

Keep writing. Over winter 

break: write at least your 

introduction and your 

background section. Keep 

researching / developing / 

thinking about your claim. 

(Can you write for at least 15 

minutes every day?) 

Winter Quarter 

Date Topic Readings and assignments Suggested research and  

writing tasks  

1/3-

1/10 

Independent research 

and writing: seminar 

does not meet. 

• Upload to Canvas by 5:30 p.m. on 

1/10 your draft introduction and 

outline. 

• Read Volokh 105-116; 138-140 

Assess your progress over 

winter break, adjust your 

schedule as needed. Keep 

writing. 
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Date Topic Readings and assignments Suggested research and  

writing tasks  

1/17 Check in and 

workshopping draft 

introduction and 

outline 

 

 

• Upload to Canvas by 5:30 p.m. 1/17 

a 1500+ word draft.  

• Bring to class 2 copies of your draft 

introduction and outline. 

• Sign up in class for a Group A, B, or 

C Winter Workshop slot; discuss 

workshopping expectations. 

Keep writing according to 

your schedule. 

1/24-

2/14 

Independent research 

and writing: seminar 

does not meet. 

 

 

• Read Volokh 171; skim 155-189 (read 

more carefully anything that might be 

relevant to your project); read Volokh 

117-37 & 270-74 

• On the following Tuesdays, upload 

to Canvas by 5:30 p.m. the 

following drafts (ungraded): 

- 1/31 a 2500+ word draft  

- 2/14 a 4000+ word draft 

• Meet with your comments editor and 

faculty adviser during this time as 

needed. 

• Group A: Upload to Canvas updated 

draft intro + working title by 5 p.m. 

on Friday, 2/17. 

Keep writing and revising 

according to your schedule. 

Revise your introduction to 

reflect updated draft, and to 

respond to comments on 1/17. 

 

 

2/21 Workshop A 

90 min session 

(5:30-7:00) 

• Group A presentations. 

• Groups B & C: Read intros in 

advance and then participate in 

workshop. 

• Group B: Upload to Canvas updated 

draft intro + working title by 5 p.m. 

on Friday, 2/24. 

Keep writing and revising 

according to your schedule. 
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Date Topic Readings and assignments Suggested research and  

writing tasks  

2/28 Workshop B 

90 min session 

(5:30-7:00) 

• Group B presentations. 

• Groups A & C: Read intros in 

advance and then participate in the 

workshop. 

• Group C: Upload to Canvas updated 

draft intro + working title by 5 p.m. 

on Friday, 3/3. 

Keep writing and revising 

according to your schedule. 

3/7 Workshop C 

90 min session 

(5:30-7:00)  

• Group C presentations. 

• Groups A & B: Read intros in 

advance and then participate in the 

workshop. 

Keep writing and revising 

according to your schedule. 

 


