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INTERNATIONAL LAW 
Law A574, Autumn 2016 

Tues./Thurs. 1:30-3:20 p.m., Room 207 

Professor Melissa J. Durkee 

Office: Room 318  

Office Hours: Mon./Thurs., 4-5 p.m.  

mdurkee@uw.edu 

 

Assistant: Victoria Parker 

Office: Room 422 

Office Hours: Mon.-Thurs. 7:30 a.m. – 6 p.m.  

parkervt@uw.edu / 206.543.2645 

 

COURSE OVERVIEW 

International law is both a substantive body of rules and an array of processes by which 

law is created, interpreted, and enforced. This course is designed to introduce you to both the 

substance and process aspects of international law. To that end, the course places particular 

emphasis on the decision-making mechanisms by which international law is developed and 

carried out, the institutions that serve as deciders, and the legal regimes that take shape as a 

result. The course will also consider both traditional international law doctrines and 

contemporary pressures on them. We will begin with the sources of international law and 

participants in the international system. We will next consider how the system addresses 

problems related to global interdependence and integration, and will finally turn to challenges to 

the international legal order, such as the use of force and conduct of war. Throughout, we will 

engage in critical reflection on the legitimacy, efficacy and justice of the international system as 

it is currently configured.  

The principal goal of the course is to give you foundational knowledge and analytical 

tools that will equip you to think deeply and rigorously about the role of law in the contemporary 

global system. 

1. Course Texts 

The main casebook for this course is JEFFREY DUNOFF, STEVEN R. RATNER & DAVID 

WIPPMAN, INTERNATIONAL LAW NORMS, ACTORS, PROCESS:  A PROBLEM-ORIENTED APPROACH 

(4th ed. 2015) (“Casebook” or “CB”). At times you may find it helpful to refer to the full-text 

versions of foundational documents, such as treaties, that are excerpted within the casebook text. 

Most of the excerpted texts are available, free of charge, on the casebook website: https://www.la

w.umich.edu/facultyhome/drwcasebook/Pages/Documents.aspx 

Although not required, you may wish to refer to the casebook used in the first year 

Transnational Law course (previously Comparative and International Law): DONALD CHILDRESS 

MICHAEL RAMSEY & CHRISTOPHER WHYTOCK, TRANSNATIONAL LAW AND PRACTICE (1
st
 ed. 

2015). The treatise DAVID J. BEDERMAN, INTERNATIONAL LAW FRAMEWORKS (3D ED. 2010), is 

also an excellent supplemental resource. These books are available for purchase at the bookstore 

and from various online vendors.  

https://www.law.umich.edu/facultyhome/drwcasebook/Pages/Documents.aspx
https://www.law.umich.edu/facultyhome/drwcasebook/Pages/Documents.aspx
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2. Office Hours 

I encourage you to talk with me outside of class if you have questions or comments. My 

office hours are Mondays and Thursdays from 4 to 5 p.m. I am also available at other times by 

email appointment. 

3. Disability-Related Needs 

The University of Washington is committed to providing access, equal opportunity and 

reasonable accommodation in its services, programs, activities, education and employment for 

individuals with disabilities. To request disability accommodation, contact the Disability 

Services Office at least ten days in advance at: 206.543.6450(voice), 206.543.6452(TTY), 

206.685.7264 (FAX), or e-mail at dso@u.washington.edu. If you have a letter from the 

Disability Services Office, please present the letter to me so we can discuss the accommodations 

you might need in the class. 

4.  Classroom Policies  

Preparation.  It is essential that you come to class prepared. Preparation includes 

completing the reading, thinking about the issues highlighted in the readings, and arriving to 

class ready to discuss the materials on a substantive level. In recognition of the fact that life 

circumstances sometimes bar full preparation, you may come to class unprepared up to twice 

during the quarter without any adverse effect on your participation grade. If you are unprepared 

for a particular class, please let me know before I begin the class and I will not call on you 

during that class period (though you are still welcome to participate voluntarily). 

Class Participation.  I encourage you to actively engage in class discussion, and I will 

also call on students at random. Please note that the purpose of this policy is not to catch anyone 

off guard but to ensure that everyone is included in the discussion, so that you can benefit from 

both the act of actively participating and the insights of each of your peers. In addition, the 

casebook is organized around a series of problems. You will be asked to take specific roles 

related to the problem at various points in the semester and to participate in simulations, debates, 

and exercises in class.   

Attendance.  Class attendance is expected. If something important arises or if you are sick 

and you need to be absent from class, please let me know in advance. The School of Law’s 

attendance policy reads as follows: “[a]t any time after the fifth week of a course . . . , a student 

who has been determined by the instructor to have attended fewer than 80 percent of the class 

sessions in any course will be required to drop the course from his or her registration upon the 

instructor’s so indicating to the Academic Services Office.” 

Electronics: Please silence your cell phones before class begins and refrain from any use 

of electronics that is unrelated to your learning in this class. Even if you are a master multi-

tasker, non-class-related activities on your screen can quickly distract students around you. 

Unfolding Events Presentations: You will be asked to pair up with 1 or 2 other students 

to give an in-class “Unfolding Events” presentation, in which you will describe and facilitate 

analysis of an international law-related current event that ties to a course topic or theme. These 

presentations will take place in the second half of the quarter and will be about 10-15 minutes 

mailto:dso@u.washington.edu
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each, including a presentation and brief class discussion. You may use any presentation style you 

wish, and creativity is welcome. To assist you in preparing, I will circulate (and post to Canvas) 

guidelines and questions to prompt your analysis. At least one week before your presentation you 

should post to Canvas the following items, which I will then make available to the rest of the 

class: 

(a) a recent news article related to your presentation topic;  

(b) a description of how your presentation topic relates to a course topic or theme (a 

paragraph or two); and 

(c) discussion questions for the class related to your presentation (one to three). 

 

You may sign up for a particular class period for your presentation during the first week 

of class.  

5.  Grades 

Final course grades will be based on three components:  

Participation: 20%.  Your participation grade includes your participation in in-class 

exercises and contributions to class discussion (10%), and your Unfolding Events presentation 

(10%). For the class discussion component, the quality of your contributions count, not their 

quantity.  

Research Forum: 10%.  This autumn, the University of Washington has the unique 

opportunity to host the American Society of International Law Research Forum, which is a 

premier international law conference that draws professors and scholars from around the country 

and internationally to present research about cutting-edge topics in international law. The 

conference will take place here at the Law School on November 11 & 12. Because UW law is 

the host institution, UW students may attend the Forum for free, and I invite you to attend as 

fully as your schedule permits. Please register for the forum here: 

https://www.asil.org/event/midyear-meeting-research-forum-1 (you may use the following 

“Promotion Code” to register for free: APSTUDENT16). You are required to attend at least one 

panel and then to prepare a 2-4 page written response reflection on the panel (or panels) that you 

attend. Please identify the panel(s) in your response, and then use the following discussion 

questions as a guide (it is not necessary to respond to all of these): What questions did the panel 

raise for you? Did anything surprise you? What questions would you ask of the presenters about 

their research? What did you learn? How did the panel relate to class topics or themes? Your 

response reflection is due on Canvas by 5 p.m. on Monday, November 28.  

Final Exam: 70%.  The exam will be a 4-hour limited open book essay exam, with word 

limits for each essay. For the purposes of this exam, limited open book means that you may 

consult your casebook and any course materials mentioned in the syllabus, circulated in class, 

posted to Canvas, or appearing on the casebook website (provided that you downloaded or 

printed these materials prior to the exam). You may also consult notes and outlines that you 

personally prepared or worked in a group to prepare. You may not consult commercial outlines, 

treatises, other commercial resources, materials you found on the Internet, or anything else not 

identified in this paragraph. 

 

https://www.asil.org/event/midyear-meeting-research-forum-1
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SYLLABUS (Version 1)  
Note that the syllabus is subject to change. In case of any changes, I will circulate a revised version. 
 

Class Date Topic Readings 

 

1 

 

Tues. 9/27 

Part I: Introduction and Sources of International Law 

What is International Law? 

 

CB 1-31 

2 Thurs. 9/29 What is International Law? cont’d 

Creating International Law I: Treaties and Other 

Agreements 

Review CB 16-31 

CB 33-49 

3 Tues. 10/4 Creating International Law II: Treaties and Other 

Agreements 

CB 49-60; skim 

60-66 

4 Thurs. 10/6 Creating International Law III: Customary International 

Law (and a brief note on other sources) 

CB 68-89; 98-100 

 

5 

 

Tues. 10/11 

Part II: Participants in the International System 

What is a State?  

 

CB 105-127 

 Thurs. 10/13 Class does not meet No reading 

6 Tues. 10/18 What are International Organizations? What can they do? CB 142-167 

7 Thurs. 10/20 The Role of Non-State Actors: NGOs and Corporations CB 169-191 

 

8 

 

Tues. 10/25 

Part III: Global Problems 

Human Rights Law I: Torture in the Age of Terror 

Unfolding Events Presentation 1 

 

CB 339-362 

U.E. on Canvas 

9 Thurs. 10/27 Human Rights Law II: Reservations and Rights 

Unfolding Events Presentation 2 

CB 366-391 

U.E. on Canvas 



International Law Syllabus, Autumn 2016 – Version 1 – Page 5 

Class Date Topic Readings 

10 Tues. 11/1 Criminal Law: Individual Responsibility for Crime 

Unfolding Events Presentation 3 

CB 475-485; 524-

542 

U.E. on Canvas 

11 Thurs. 11/3 Environmental Law: Saving the Ozone Layer 

Unfolding Events Presentation 4 

 

626-651 

U.E. on Canvas 

12 Tues. 11/8 Economic Law: Trade and Investment 

Unfolding Events Presentation 5 

 

CB 665-667; 691-

709 

U.E. on Canvas 

13 Thurs. 11/10 

 

In lieu of our regular class session, please attend the ASIL 

Research Forum on 11/11 & 11/12 (or in downtown 

Seattle on 11/10 – please check in with me if you prefer 

this option) and complete your response reflection. 

 

 

14 

 

Tues. 11/15 

Part IV: Conflict and Peace 

Does International Law Prevent Aggression? Part I 

Unfolding Events Presentation 6 

 

CB 713-746 

U.E. on Canvas 

15 Thurs. 11/17 Does International Law Prevent Aggression? Part II  

Unfolding Events Presentation 7 

Review CB 713-

746; Read CB 

746-757; 763-768 

U.E. on Canvas 

16 Tues. 11/22 Humanitarian Intervention & R2P 

Unfolding Events Presentation 8 

CB 771-793 

U.E. on Canvas 

 Thurs. 11/24 
No class - Thanksgiving  

ASIL Research Forum Response Reflection Due on 

Canvas by 5 p.m. on Monday, November 28. 
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Class Date Topic Readings 

17 Tues. 11/29 Humanitarian Law: Mitigating the Harms of War CB 415-436  

18 Thurs. 12/1 Final reflection on Relevance & Justice 863-904 

 


