
 BOOKKEEPING AND SYLLABUS-SUMMER 2015 
COURSE: Introduction to Law (LAW 300/MGMT 200). 
 
TIME/PLACE/DATES:   MTWTH 10:50-12:00 in 117 William 
Gates Hall.  First day of class:  June 22.  Last day of class: 
August 20.    
 
INSTRUCTOR:   Mike Townsend, met@u.washington.edu,  
336 William Gates Hall, 543-4907.  Office hours: M 12:00-1:30, 
and by appt. 
     Assistant: Ruth Beardsley, giaconi@u.washington.edu, 325 
William Gates Hall, 543-0524. 
 
REQUIRED TEXTS:  JAY M. FEINMAN, LAW 101:  
EVERYTHING YOU NEED TO KNOW ABOUT THE AMERICAN 

LEGAL SYSTEM (4TH ED).  The text is available at the University 
Bookstore and is, or soon will be, on reserve in the law school 
library.  There also will be (1) class handouts distributed in 
class, and (2) supplementary reading material available on the 
course web page and also possibly through e-mail. 
 
WEB PAGE: The course web page, being set up, will be on 
Canvas.  The main file dump is in the folder called “Files.” 
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GRADING:   The course grade will be based on two in-class 
exams: a midterm (40%) and a final examination (60%); that is, 
your final course percentage is .4*midterm percentage + .6*final 
percentage.   
     Course grades will be based on the final course percentage.  I 
don’t grade on a curve.  If everybody’s course percentage is 
high, then I will give everybody a high grade.  If everybody’s 
percentage is low, then everybody will get a low grade.  Having 
said all that, I will differentiate students if the students 
differentiate themselves, and I try to remain consistent with past 
years.  As a general matter, this has tended to result in a B 
median with final course percentages somewhere between 62% 
and 68% and no grades lower than a C for those who make what 
I consider to be good-faith efforts on the exams. 
     The midterm is scheduled for Wednesday July 22, the last 
day of Term A, and the final is scheduled for Thursday August 
20, the last day of the course.   
     Keep the following things in mind about the examinations.  
Both will be held in class. The examinations will be made up of 
true-false, multiple-choice, fill-in-the-blank, and short-answer 
questions. Samples will be posted on the course webpage. The 
examinations will cover the assigned reading and any handouts 
or supplementary material, even if not discussed in class, as well 
as all material presented and discussed in class, even if not 
found in the assigned readings.  The final examination is 
cumulative and need not emphasize any one part of the course.  
Both examinations will be “closed book”- no books, notes, 
outlines or other materials may be used during the examination.   
Exam reschedules will only be allowed in extreme 
circumstances; contact the law school academic services (543-
0453 Room 361). Finally, the material scheduled for July 21 will 
constitute something of a review for the midterm; we may 
schedule a review session for the final.  
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BACKGROUND REQUIRED:   The course is more or less 
self-contained, BUT I will assume “basic civics facts” (e.g. the 
US national government has three branches—legislative, 
executive, and judicial), “basic historical facts” (e.g. the US had 
a Civil War), and “basic street-smart facts” (e.g. police have the 
power to arrest people). 
     Having said that, if I seem to be assuming something you 
don’t know, ask me, look in Feinman, or use the Google. 
 
CLASS NOTES:     To the extent feasible, I provide class 
lecture notes at the beginning of each period.  At the end of each 
week, the notes will be posted to the course website.  The notes 
are intended to facilitate class mechanics by taking away some 
of the drudgery of trying to read my handwriting.  They are not 
intended to be a substitute for attending class or for paying 
attention in class. 
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EXPECTATIONS OF STUDENT CONDUCT :   
 
     First, I expect students to attend class, absent a good excuse. 
Consistent attendance not only is a prerequisite for 
understanding the material, but it also contributes to the 
development of a class identity, which in turn facilitates a 
smoothly-running course.   
  
    Second, I expect students to obtain all supplementary 
materials, and to make sure that they have all class handouts.          
 
     Third, I expect laptops to be used in class only for class-
related activities, not surfing/emailing/shopping/etc.   I 
RESERVE THE RIGHT TO BAN LAPTOPS IF I 
DETERMINE THAT THEY ARE BEING MISUSED.  
 
     Finally, and most importantly, I expect students to come to 
class having done the reading.  The Feinman book is more or 
less self-explanatory.  Much of what I do in class is to 
supplement the Feinman book, comment on it, and put it in a 
larger framework, NOT merely re-explain it. 

4



COURSE OVERVIEW:  
 
A.     This course focuses on the American situation. 
 
B.     (i)  The sheer size and scope of the discipline of law offers 
challenges for a stand-alone, introductory course.  The discipline 
contains many sub-branches, each of which is a specialization 
with its own course of study.   
     Moreover, law often is described as a “seemless web,” and a 
full understanding of Topic 1 may require an understanding of 
Topic 2, which paradoxically requires an understanding of Topic 
1!  
     Thus, care must be taken in selecting, organizing/sequencing, 
and presenting the material for a single course. 
 
(ii)  Roughly speaking, there are two approaches to a course 
such as ours. 
 
(a)  Drawing on the notion that law is a profession, some courses 
emphasize the practical aspects of the American legal system 
and its application to day-to-day life.   
 
(b)  Drawing on the notion that law is taught as an academic 
field in universities, some courses emphasize the theoretical 
aspects of the American legal system and its overall abstract 
structure. 
 
(iii)  Our approach will be more in line with the latter.   
     Having said that, there are a number approaches to (ii)(b).  
Some courses present the material in the form of an 
“Introduction to Law School,” in which students read cases and 
statutes and are subjected to “cold-calling” in class.  WE WILL 
NOT TAKE THIS APPROACH, RELYING INSTEAD ON 
PROSE READING MATERIALS AND LECTURE. 
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C. General Syllabus: Roughly speaking, we proceed as follows.   
 

(i)  First, we look at a number of preliminary questions.   
 
With what is the American legal system concerned?    
What does it look like? 
Why have such a system? 
Who runs it?   (“Source of sovereignty” question) 
What forms do laws take?  (“Source of law” question)  
How is the course material organized? 
 
(iii)  Second, we consider so-called “private law,” which, roughly 
speaking, involves interactions between individuals.  Here, the word 
“individual” refers not only to natural persons like you and me, but also to 
entities like corporations, and even political entities like Washington State 
when they act in an individualistic capacity such as when they purchase 
office supplies. The focus here is property law, tort law, contract law, 
unjust enrichment law, and civil procedure.  This will finish Term A. 
   
(iv)  Third, we consider so-called “public law,” which, roughly speaking, 
involves interactions between individuals and sovereigns, as well as 
interactions between one sovereign and another.  The focus here is 
criminal law, constitutional law, and criminal procedure. 
 
(v)  Fourth, we consider several areas that overlap public and private law, 
such as intellectual property and regulation of the economy. 
 
(vi)  Fifth, we consider some “big-picture” material, including theoretical 
perspectives on the American system and its place in a global society. 

 
(vii) We also will have some guest lectures related to the topics above, the 
timing of which will depend on the availability of the speakers. 
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D.  (i) Detailed syllabus for Term A. 
Week Date                                           Topic Reading 
Week 1 22-Jun Intro: Bookkeeping; Basic Nature and Scope of American Legal System.  
 23-Jun Intro: Sources of Sovereignty; Sources of Law; Organization of Course.  
 24-Jun Private Law Substance—Background.         Property Law Feinman Chapter 7 
 25-Jun                                                                       Property Law  
Week 2 29-Jun                                                                       Property Law/Torts Feinman Chapter 5 
 30-Jun Private Law Substance—Grievance.            Tort Law  
    1-Jul                                                                       Tort Law  
    2-Jul                                                                       Tort Law  
Week 3 6-Jul                                                                       Tort Law  
 7-Jul                                                                       Contract Law                                                           Feinman Chapter 6 
 8-Jul                                                                       Contract Law  
 9-Jul                                                                       Contract Law  
Week 4 13-Jul                                                                       Unjust Enrichment/Slack  
 14-Jul Private Law—Procedure.                              Civil Procedure Feinman Chapter 4 
 15-Jul                                                                       Civil Procedure  
 16-Jul                                                                       Civil Procedure  
Week 5 20-Jul                                                                       Civil Procedure  
 21-Jul Private Law:   Examples:                    Light v. Burton,  Hawkins v. McGee Course Web Page 
 22-Jul Midterm (During Class Period)  
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(ii)  Because the exact selection and sequence of topics in Term B will depend in part on the “flow” 
of Term A, as well as the availability of guest speakers, the following syllabus for Term B is 
tentative. 
 23-Jul Public Law:      Criminal Law Feinman Chapter 8 
Week 6 27-Jul                          Criminal Law  
 28-Jul                          Criminal Law/Constitutional Law Feinman Chapters.2,3 
 29-Jul Public and Private Law:  Regulation of Business (Dwight Drake) To Be Announced 

 30-Jul 
(Corporations, Foreign Corrupt Practices Act, Sarbanes-Oxley, Dodd-Frank)             
 Regulation of Business (Dwight Drake) To Be Announced 

Week 7 3-Aug Back to Public Law:   Constitutional Law  
 4-Aug                          Constitutional Law Feinman Chapters.2,3 
 5-Aug                          Constitutional Law  
   6-Aug                          Washington State Constitution (Hugh Spitzer) WA State Const. article on course web page 
Week 8 10-Aug                          Criminal Procedure Feinman Chapter 9 
 11-Aug                          Criminal Procedure  
 12-Aug                           Criminal Procedure  
 13-Aug Public and Private Law:  Bankruptcy (Scott Schumacher) To Be Announced 
Week 9 17-Aug                                         Copyright  
 18-Aug                                         Anti-trust FTC anti-trust guide on course web page 

 19-Aug 
Pulling Back:  Perspectives on the American Legal System                              
Pulling Back:: International Law   

 20-Aug  Final Exam (during class period)  
    
    
    

THE MATERIAL PRESENTED NECESSARILY WILL LACK SOME 
BREADTH/DEPTH, BUT IT WILL BE SUFFICIENT FOR AN INTRODUCTORY 
COURSE. 

 
END OF BOOKEEPING AND SYLLABUS 
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Addendum 
 
 
Request 

 

From:johaley@u.washington.edu  
To: Michael E Townsend <met@u.washington.edu> 
Date: Fri, 29 May 2015 10:59:49 -0700 (PDT) 

 
 
 
 
Mike-- 
 
I am told that the enrollment in the summer courses--particularly my contracts course--
is very, very low. Pat has agreed that we should open it to undergraduates and I 
wondered whether you would let your students know that those who may be interested 
in more than a brief overview of contracts--especially any students planning to apply to 
law school--can take the course on U.S. Contracts Law in Cross-border Contexts for 
credit.  At least if we have more that three or four students I will feel my being here is 
more worthwhile! 
 
Best, 
John 
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