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 General Externship Perspectives Seminar 

Law B 567A 
On-Site Course  

Summer Quarter 2015 

William Covington, Senior Lecturer  
Class Times/Location: Tuesdays and/or Thursdays, 5:30-7:35 pm 

All classes meet in Room 117, William H. Gates Hall   

 

Contact Information 

William Covington  

Room 242, William H. Gates Hall  

(206) 616-4481(Office), (206) 661-6293 (Cellular)  

covinw@uw.edu 

Assistant: Harold Daniels (206) 543-3434   

hdaniels@uw.edu  

 

Seminar Description and Objectives 

General Externship Perspectives (“GEP”) is a seminar that seeks to enhance your 

experience working as a public service extern. GEP students normally work in one of 

four fields: 

 As law clerks in the state or federal courts; 

 As public prosecutors or defenders;  

 In non-governmental advocacy organizations; or  

 In a federal, state or local government agency.  

 

The GEP seminar’s four goals are to provide you with:  

1. Information and training which supplements the externship;  

2. An opportunity to meet and speak with professionals working full time in 

the courts, the criminal justice system, nongovernmental advocacy 

organizations or in government agencies;  

3. An opportunity to reflect on externship work and the law; and 

4. General information on some of the skills the Carnegie and McCrate 

Reports* identify as needed by successful lawyers.  

  

Structure 

GEP will consist of approximately 10 sessions (but see Requirements and Earning GEP 

Points/Grading below) which are described in Attachment A.  Be aware that sessions 

may be changed or cancelled due to speaker unavailability and/or lack of sufficient 

student interest. All classes will meet on Tuesdays and/or Thursdays from 5:30 to 7:35 

p.m. All sessions will be informal and may include an individual speaker, a panel 

presentation, an in-class exercise, student discussion of the externship experience or some 

combination of these items.  
* See  

http://www.albanylaw.edu/media/user/celt/educatinglawyers_summary.pdf  and 

https://law.ubalt.edu/academics/pdfs/Carnegie%20Report%20article_final.pdf  

http://law.wm.edu/about/search/index.php?cref=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.wm.edu%2FgoogleCSE.xml&cof=FORID%3

A11&q=maccrate&x=-1062&y=-19  (Download the “Externship Field Supervisor Handbook” and see p. 15) 

mailto:covinw@uw.edu
mailto:hdaniels@uw.edu
http://www.albanylaw.edu/media/user/celt/educatinglawyers_summary.pdf
https://law.ubalt.edu/academics/pdfs/Carnegie%20Report%20article_final.pdf
http://law.wm.edu/about/search/index.php?cref=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.wm.edu%2FgoogleCSE.xml&cof=FORID%3A11&q=maccrate&x=-1062&y=-19
http://law.wm.edu/about/search/index.php?cref=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.wm.edu%2FgoogleCSE.xml&cof=FORID%3A11&q=maccrate&x=-1062&y=-19
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General Externship Perspectives Seminar 

Syllabus-Summer ‘15 

 

 

Requirements  

Because this is a class following a busy work day for externs, the course requirements are 

less challenging than is typical in a normal law school setting. You are expected to 

complete items 1 and 2 below: 

 1. Participate in a one-on-one meeting with me during or before the first week of 

 the quarter;  

 2. Generate a total of eighty (80) points through class attendance, completion of 

 assignments and/or alternative methods of receiving credit (see below).  

  

Earning GEP Points/Grading  

GEP is graded Credit/No Credit. In order to pass the course you must earn at least eighty 

(80) externship points. Externship points are calculated as follows:  

 Attending classes (5 points per class, 50 possible points); 

o Participating in a one-on-one meeting with me before or during the week 

of June 22
nd

 is worth 5 points;  

 Completing all assignments (5 points per assignment, 50 possible points); 

o Submission of externship goals during the one-on-one meeting with me is 

worth 5 points;  

 Engaging in self-directed study (15 points per accepted proposal and completed 

self-study, 15 possible points); 

 Observing and commenting on a court room proceeding or administrative agency 

hearing (15 points per accepted proposal and completed observation, 15 possible 

points); 

 Conducting a legislative analysis (15 points per accepted and completed analysis, 

15 possible points);  

 Submission of newspaper articles and accompanying commentary (2 points per 

entry, 10 possible points); 

 Visiting a jail or detention center and responding to my assigned questions (15 

points per visit and completed assignment, 15 possible points). 

 Submission of an end of quarter transfer memorandum (15 points per 

memorandum, 15 possible points); 

  

 

Attending Class (see Attachment A for class dates and topics) 
All classes will be held on Tuesdays and/or Thursdays in Room 117 of William H. Gates 

Hall; however, during the week of June 22
nd

, in lieu of a class meeting, you are to 

schedule a one-on-one session with me (see the attached informational letter).  
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General Externship Perspectives Seminar 

Syllabus-Summer ‘15 

 

You are expected to attend all scheduled classes OR complete one or more of the items 

listed in Earning GEP Points/Grading above. If you plan to attend a scheduled class but 

fail to do so you may request a make-up assignment from me. Make up assignments 

consist of reading material and require writing a short paper. Classes start at 5:30 p.m. 

and you are expected to attend the entire class session; prolonged absence during a 

session may result in penalization. 

 

Commitment to Attend  

If you are interested in a particular offering listed on Attachment A, you must compose 

and submit a Commitment to Attend (CTA) no later than the applicable CTA 

deadline contained in the Attachment. A CTA is simply an e-mail notification directed 

to me so I will know if there is enough interest to schedule the particular class; offerings 

may be canceled if less than five students sign up. The notification must identify the class 

topic(s) and date, along with your name. A CTA commits you to stay for the entire 125 

minutes of class. CTAs are to be sent to my email address: covinw@uw.edu.  

 

Assigned Readings/Homework  
Assigned reading materials/homework packets and any other relevant course materials 

will be sent directly to you via email and posted on the course web site. There is no text 

book for this course; readings will consist of statutes, cases, and articles from periodicals 

and/or the contents of web sites. Completed assignments may be submitted electronically 

or by email directed to covinw@uw.edu 

 

A Note on Speakers and Topics 

There will be speakers at nearly all GEP sessions. A series of talking points have been 

created to guide speaker discussion; however, your questions are of primary importance. I 

encourage students to feel free to ask any question (within reason) of any speaker at any 

time. Emergencies and unexpected problems may require changing class offerings on 

short notice. You will be notified as soon as practicable about any changes.  

 

Self Directed Study  

Self-study allows you to independently examine an area of interest. You can earn up to 

15 points for an accepted and completed proposal. The written proposal must contain the 

following information: 

 Identification of a topic in which you are interested;  

 Identification of at least three articles (from a newspaper, periodical or Internet 

site) of medium length related to the topic, you are expected to read and write a 

reflective paper of at least 5 pages based on the readings; 

 Identification of at least one practicing lawyer or legal expert who works in the 

area of law in which you are interested; you are expected to speak with that expert 

and incorporate what you learn into the submitted paper. 
 

 

 

mailto:covinw@uw.edu
mailto:covinw@uw.edu
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General Externship Perspectives Seminar  

Syllabus-Summer ‘15 

 

Self-study proposals must be approved in advance and submitted no later than 5:00 pm, 

July 17
th

. 

 

Observe and Comment on a Courtroom Proceeding or Administrative Agency 

Hearing  
You may earn up to 15 points spending time observing a trial or administrative hearing. 

The requirements for courtroom/administrative hearing observations are:  

 Spending at least one hour observing a trial or administrative hearing;  

 Writing a paper of at least four pages answering the following questions: 

o What was the subject of the proceeding? 

o Who were the parties? What did each want? 

o In your opinion, how well did the attorneys and judge perform? 

o Were the proceedings clear and easy to understand? 

o Make any other comments you feel are of importance.  

 

I must approve proposed courtroom observations in advance; proposals are to be 

submitted to me no later than July 17
th

. I am available to assist students working on this 

project.  

 

Legislative Analysis 
You may earn up to 15 points for examining and commenting on three federal and/or 

state proposed laws. The requirements of legislative analysis are: 

 Using the web sites below (or any other source which provides a similar service)  

select and copy three bills;  

 For each bill write at least one page describing the legislation and explaining why 

the proposed law should be supported or opposed;  

 Submit the writings described above together with copies of the bills. 

 
Federal and State Websites  

United States Congress  

See: http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-bin/bssQuery/?Opt=t&Db=114   

Washington State Legislature 

See: http://apps.leg.wa.gov/billsbytopic/default.aspx?year=2015  

Legislative analysis proposals must be approved in advance and submitted no later than 

5:00 pm, July 17
th

. 

 

Newspaper and Magazine Articles 
You are free to earn points by reading, copying and writing a paragraph or two about a 

newspaper or magazine article concerning a legally related topic of interest. The 

accompanying writing must explain why this subject attracted your attention. Articles and 

accompanying commentary must be submitted electronically; no more than 10 points (2 

points per article) can be earned through the submission of newspaper and/or magazine 

articles.  

 

http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-bin/bssQuery/?Opt=t&Db=114
http://apps.leg.wa.gov/billsbytopic/default.aspx?year=2015
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General Externship Perspectives Seminar 

Syllabus-Summer ‘15 

 

Jail Visit  

You may visit a jail or correctional facility for credit. The tour can be arranged through 

the externship work site or, if at least five students are interested, I can arrange such a 

tour. Following the visit I shall e-mail a memo asking you to answer questions about the 

visit. The jail tour and accompanying memo are worth 15 points.  

 

End of Quarter Transfer Memorandum  

An end of quarter transfer memorandum contains information you pass on to your 

successor. There are no required page limits for a transfer memorandum; you should 

think about the things you now know about the externship which would have been 

helpful to know earlier. A transfer memo can include information ranging from where 

office supplies are kept to the writing style the field supervisor prefers. A good transfer 

memorandum passes on tips and suggestions that will help the incoming extern succeed. 

The end of quarter transfer memorandum is worth 15 points.  

 

Disability Related Needs 

The University of Washington is committed to providing access and reasonable 

accommodation in its services, programs, activities, education and employment for 

individuals with disabilities. For information or to request disability accommodation 

contact: Disability Resources for Students, 448 Schmitz Hall, Box 355839, phone 206 

543.8924/V, 206.543.8925/TTY, 206.616.8379 (FAX), or email uwdss@u.washington.edu 

mailto:uwdss@u.washington.edu
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Attachment A 

Tentative Schedule of Class Offerings  

General Externship Perspectives-Summer 2015 
(All classes subject to change/cancellation based on speaker schedule, student interest and other factors) 

 

Judicial  Criminal Justice  Misc. Topics/Skills Misc. Topics/Skills 

(continued) 

1. (7/2) Senior Law Clerks 

Panel-Experienced federal 

and state law clerks shall 

discuss their 

responsibilities  and 

duties;  the panel will also 

share their thoughts on the 

expectations of judges and 

how to survive and thrive 

in chambers. CTA 

Deadline-Noon, 7/1 

1. (7/7) Adult Criminal 

Justice Panel-A judge, a 

police officer, a 

prosecuting attorney, a 

public defender and a 

corrections officer shall 

share their perspectives 

on what is working and 

what is not working in 

our criminal justice 

system. CTA Deadline-

Noon, 7/6  

1. (6/30) English 

Grammar Refresher-

Participate in a 

conversation with a 

writing professor and 

(schedule permitting)  a 

senior law clerk on some 

of the common problems 

and challenges 

encountered in writing 

and research. CTA 

Deadline-Noon, 6/29 

 

4. (7/28) 

Government 

Attorneys Panel-

Federal, state and 

local (county) 

agency attorneys 

explain what they do 

and the challenges in 

their work; learn 

about items ranging 

from developing 

policy to working 

with “captive” 

clients. CTA 

Deadline-Noon,7/27  

2. (7/14) Judicial Panel-

Hear from trial and 

appellate court judges as 

they explain what they do, 

how they do it and their 

expectations of student 

externs.  

CTA Deadline-Noon, 7/13 

2. (7/9) Juvenile 

Criminal Justice Panel- 

Overview discussion of 

the juvenile criminal 

justice system by a panel 

made up of a judge, a 

police officer, a 

prosecuting attorney, a 

public defender and a 

corrections officer. CTA 

Deadline-Noon, 7/8 

2. (7/21) Alternative 

Legal Careers Panel-Hear 

from persons with JDs 

who are  working in areas 

such as community 

organizing  and social 

justice advocacy. CTIA 

Deadline, Noon 7/20 

 

5. (7/30) Elected 

Officials Panel-

Elected state and 

local government 

officials will discuss 

lawmaking and 

current issues of 

importance to 

lawyers. CTA 

Deadline-Noon, 7/29  

3. (7/16) Appellate 

advocacy; hear tips and 

suggestions from a panel 

of appellate lawyers. 

CTIA Deadline, Noon 

7/15 

 3. (7/23) In-class 

discussion of social 

justice issues where law 

and public policy 

intersect; topics shall 

include the impact of 

race, gender and sexual 

orientation on the law. 

CTIA Deadline, Noon 

7/22 

 

.  

 

 

 

 

 

 


