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Animal Law E595A 

SYLLABUS  

 

Thursday, 4:00-7:00 PM, Room 212 

 

Textbook: 

 

Because animal law is a dynamic and rapidly developing field of practice, we do not work 

from a pre-published textbook. Rather, you will be asked to read actual cases and other 

material that will either be directly provided or is otherwise available through Westlaw. 

The cases and authorities referenced will undergird and drive class conversation, and we 

may ask students to relate them to an ongoing discussion or lecture materials 

 

Class Description: 

 

In this course, we consider a series of topics that come under the general headings “animal 

law," “animal welfare,” and “animal rights.” One of the fastest growing fields of legal 

practice, animal law may involve issues of constitutional law, administrative law, 

environmental law, family law, estates and trusts, consumer protection law, etc. The 

unifying factor within this field of practice is that, whatever the type of law involved, the 

underlying substance of the matter addresses the interests of animals themselves. 

 

As we examine substantive law and procedure, we will consider the extent to which legal 

systems, specific cases, legislation, and cultural mores force (or prevent) an evolution in 

the level of jurisprudential and legislative attention to these issues and new ways of seeing 

and speaking about non-human animals. The course will emphasize a practical approach 

to the field of animal law primarily through statutory and case law analysis and 

application, but where appropriate it will address animal law from critical legal theory 

perspectives. ALL perspectives, including opposition to legal rights for animals, will be 

considered in class discussion and extra credit assignments. 

  

Animal law changes rapidly. Because this is a dynamic field with new developments 

occurring on a regular basis, we will incorporate into our discussion references to various 

developments and new legal issues that may arise during the course.  
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The primary goals of this course, then, are: 

  

1. Learn the substance and principles of existing law as it addresses nonhuman 

animals and those who bond and work with, appreciate, and rely on them. 

 

2. Comprehend the impact of the different traditions that contribute to legal and other 

understandings of nonhuman animals with emphasis on how they affect 

conceptualization of protections, rights, and interests for nonhuman animals in our 

court system. 

 

3. Assess the future possibilities of using various legal concepts and tools, such as 

"rights," "legal personhood," "standing," and conventional property-based theories 

to manage the conflicts inherent in various human-nonhuman interactions. 

 

Disability-Related Needs: 

 

To request academic accommodations due to a disability, please contact Disability 

Resources for Students (DRS), 448 Schmitz, (206) 543-8924 (V), (206) 543-8925 (TTY).  

If you have a letter from DRS, please present the letter to Professor Karp or Penzer so you 

and he can discuss the accommodations you might need in this class. 

 

Grades: 

 

Due to the collaborative nature of this course, attendance, reading, and participation are 

essential. Grades will be based primarily on the final paper, but presence in class and 

participation will be considered. 

 

1. Paper requirements: 

 

a. 15-20 pages (not counting footnotes), double spaced, one-inch margins, 12-

pt Times font. 

b. Style should be scholarly analysis and commentary (law review type). 

c. Grading will be based on clarity of writing, quality of research and 

interpretation, and law and policy analysis. We’d encourage students to 

form conclusions and include advocating for positions or outcomes, which 

will be judged on quality of thought and presentation but NOT on 

ideological beliefs. 

d. Students may select topics on any subject relating to animal law, however, 

all topics must be approved by Professors Karp and Penzer before papers 

will be accepted. 

 

2. Attendance: In accordance with school policy, unexcused absences may not exceed 

20% of total class sessions. Students must be present for at least two-thirds of a 

class session to be counted present for that class. 

 

3. Curve: Final grades will be issued in accordance with the published law school 

grading system. 
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4. Participation: Student participation is encouraged and may be considered as a basis 

for added grading credit, where warranted. 

 

Podcasts: 

 

Classes will be recorded and available to students for use in connection with the course 

only. 

 

Cell Phones/Computers: 

 

Cell phones should be turned off or in silent mode during class. Computers may be used in 

silent mode. 

 

Class Meeting Topic Read for This Class 

Week One   

Class 1 

April 2, 2015 

Professor Karp 

Animal Tortfeasors and Tort Victims, 

including discussion of Veterinary 

Malpractice 

Assignment and 

materials will be 

posted to TWEN 

Week Two   

Class 2  

April 9, 2015 

Professor Penzer 

 

The Unique Practice of Animal Law, 

Part 1. Class will cover fundamental 

issues of animal law, including 

development of welfare laws and legal 

protections for animals, causes of 

action, standing, and constitutional 

issues. 

Assignment and 

materials will be 

posted to TWEN 

 

Week Three   

Class 3 

April 16, 2015 

Professor Penzer 

The Unique Practice of Animal Law, 

Part 2. 

Assignment and 

materials will be 

posted to TWEN 

Week Four   

Class 4 

April 23, 2015 

Professor Karp 

Legal Issues Pertaining to Custody and 

Cohabitation with Animals  

Assignment and 

materials will be 

posted to TWEN 

Week Five   

Class 5 

April 30, 2015 

Professor Penzer 

Farm animals: Class includes discussion 

of legislation and cases relating to the 

protection of farm animals. 

Assignment and 

materials will be 

posted to TWEN 
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Week Six   

Class 6 

May 7, 2015 

Professor Karp 

Animal-based Civil Rights Litigation, 

including BDL Challenges and Section 

1983 

Assignment and 

materials will be 

posted to TWEN 

Week Seven   

Class 7 

May 14, 2015 

Professor Penzer 

 

Wildlife and Captive Animals: Class 

includes discussion of the protection of 

endangered species and marine 

mammals, as well as laws and 

regulations concerning animals used for 

experimentation and exhibition. 

Assignment and 

materials will be 

posted to TWEN 

 

Week Eight   

Class 8 

May 21, 2015 

Professor Karp 

Emotional Support and Service Animal 

Law; Criminal Law 

Assignment and 

materials will be 

posted to TWEN 

Term Paper Due Dates: 

Proposed topic: April 30, 2015 

Final paper: June 12, 2015 (last day of exam period) 
 


