
 
 

LEGAL METHODS WORKSHOP  
LAW B 599 F 

Fall Quarter, 2015 
 
 
Prof. Ryan Calo   Prof. Elizabeth Porter   Prof Zahr Said 
340 Wm. H. Gates Hall  310 Wm. H. Gates Hall   342 Wm. H. Gates Hall 
206-543-1580   206-616-7115    206-543-4397 
rcalo@uw.edu   egporter@uw.edu   zahr@uw.edu 
 
Office Hours: By appointment with individual instructors 
 
Assistant: Lauren Collins, lknc@uw.edu, (206) 543-0524 

 
 
Class Times and Location: 
 
Class meets Friday 8:30--‐10:30 a.m.; McFarlane Lounge (Rm. 447) 
Coffee and pastries served. 
 
Reading Materials:   
 
DAVID SHIELDS, REALITY HUNGER, available here: http://tinyurl.com/ohtofaa 
DAVID SHIELDS, WAR IS BEAUTIFUL, available here: http://tinyurl.com/o5fnvfx 
 
Unless otherwise specified by instructors, all other reading materials will be posted 
on the course website. 
 

Course Objectives: 
 
This seminar is part of a new, yearlong works-in-progress initiative called the UW Legal 
Methods Workshop. The initiative brings together faculty and students in law and other 
departments across the University to workshop new scholarship, placing particular 
emphasis on the role of methodology in exploring legal questions. While our invitees vary 
in their training and interests, each year has a basic theme. This year’s theme is Law and 
Phenomenology (that is, the study, using different disciplinary approaches, of human 
experience). Accordingly, we are interested in qualitative, aesthetic, cognitive, and other 
methods that interrogate the intersection of law and lived experience. Examples vary from 
the role color plays in brand recall, to the use of images in court opinions, to the effect of 
trade dress on drug side effects, to the way people experience surveillance, and so on. The 
fall quarter will focus on these questions as applied to intellectual property. On non-
workshop days, students will prepare for upcoming workshops through seminar‐style 
discussion. Each quarter, faculty workshops should include: 
 

1. A two-person workshop wherein an established scholar presents new work and 
selects a promising junior colleague to participate as well. 
2. A law scholar from outside the University.  
3. A scholar from the University in a department other than the School of Law.  
4. A School of Law faculty member. 
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The Course aims to give students the opportunity (1) to Learn how to read and 
evaluate legal scholarship as it relates to real-world phenomena; (2) to work closely 
with cutting-edge faculty across campus as well as influential legal scholars from 
across the country; and (3) to fine-tune their writing through short response papers 
on evolving public policy debates. 
 
Disability-Related Needs: 
To request academic accommodations due to a disability, please contact Disability 
Resources for Students (DRS), 448 Schmitz, (206) 543-8924 (V), (206) 543-8925 (TTY).  
If you have a letter from DRS, please present the letter to [your name here] so you and 
he/she can discuss the accommodations you might need in this class. 

 
Course Expectations and Grading: 
 

• Four 3-page response papers, each due two days before the relevant seminar 
discussion, as noted on the syllabus 

• Three 1-page versions of those papers, so that three of the four prior- 
submitted papers will be revised and distilled; these second-draft memos will 
be due two days before the relevant faculty workshop, as noted on the 
syllabus 

• Timely completion of all assigned reading 
• Attendance of all classes and active participation in class discussion (see the 

participation rubric appended below) 
• Grading Will be C/NC 

 
Laptop Policy: 
 
Because these class meetings are largely discussion-oriented, we request that no laptops be 
used in the class, absent special justification discussed with us prior to class. 

 

Class Meeting Topic Read for This Class 

Week One   

Class 1 
Fri, 10/2 

Course Introduction: How to 
Workshop Scholarship (Led by 
Professor Porter) 

Read syllabus. 
Read Prof. Rebecca Tushnet, “Worth 
a Thousand Words: The Images of 
Copyright.” 
Come prepared to point out two 
strengths of the article and two 
weaknesses. 

Week Two   

Class 2 
Fri, 10/9 

External Faculty Workshop 
Preliminary Discussion (Led by 
Professor Said) 

Read Prof. Buccafusco, “A Theory of 
Copyright Authorship.” 
Submit 3-page memo due two days 
before class. 
Note scheduling: 1-page memo due 
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Class Meeting Topic Read for This Class 
December 2nd. 

Week Three   

Class 3 
Fri 10/16 

Junior-Senior Workshop 
Preliminary Discussion (Led by 
Professor Said) 

Read Prof. Sprigman, “What’s In, 
and What’s Out: How IP’s Boundary 
Rules Shape Innovation.” 
Submit 3-page memo due two days 
before class. 

Week Four   

Class 4 
Fri 10/23 

Junior-Senior Workshop: 
Professors Deborah Gerhardt, 
UNC Law, and Chris Sprigman, 
NYU Law (Led by Professor 
Said) 

Submit 1-page memo due two days 
before class. 

Week Five   

Class 5 
Fri 10/30 

UW Law Faculty Workshop 
(Led by Professors Calo and 
Porter) 

Prof. Said, “A Transactional Theory 
of Copyright’s Law Observer 
Standard.” 
Submit 3-page memo due two days 
before class. 

Week Six   

Class 6 
Fri 11/6 

TBD (Led by Professors Calo 
and Porter) 

Reading 
No paper due 

Week Seven   

Class 7 
Fri 11/13 

UW Faculty Workshop: 
Preliminary Discussion (Led by 
Professor Said) 

Read Reality Hunger 
Read War is Beautiful; please give 
yourself at least a good half hour to 
look over the pictures at leisure. 
Copies will be on reserve with the 
law library. 
Review Prof. Shield’s biography at 
http://davidshields.com/biograph
y/ 
Submit 3-page memo due two days 
before class. 

Week Eight   

Class 8 
Fri 11/20 

UW Faculty Workshop: David 
Shields 

Submit 1-page memo due two days 
before class. 

Week Nine   

Fri 11/27 No class: Thanksgiving Break  

Week Ten   

http://davidshields.com/biography/
http://davidshields.com/biography/
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Class Meeting Topic Read for This Class 

Class 9 
Fri 12/4 

External Faculty Workshop: 
Professor Chris Buccafusco 

Submit 1-page memo due two days 
before class. 

Class  
Day, Date 

  

Week Eleven   

Class  
Day, Date 

  

Class  
Day, Date 

  

The final exam for [Insert Course Number and Name] is currently scheduled for [Insert Day, 
Date, Time].  You are responsible for reviewing the exam schedule to determine if the exam 
schedule changes.  The exam schedule for Winter Quarter is found at 
http://www.law.washington.edu/Students/Exams/Default.aspx.  [Insert appropriate statement 
for your class here]. 
 

 

 
Participation Rubric: 

• The conscientious student attends class with materials in hand, and speaks up, 
thoughtfully, at least once; does not appear preoccupied by distracting non-course 
content, whether on phone or elsewhere (please recall that laptops are not allowed 
in this class). 

• The excellent student does the same as the conscientious student, but also 
respectfully listens to colleagues and can situate views in relationship to earlier 
points in the conversation from that class, when appropriate. 

 

P 
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