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Individual Income Taxation 

Law A 530 

SYLLABUS 

 
Class meets MW 3:30PM – 5:45 PM, Room 138 

 

Welcome to Individual Income Taxation. I look forward to working with you this quarter 
 

Materials: 
 

Casebook: 
Bankman, Shaviro and Stark, Federal Income Taxation (Aspen 16th Ed.) 

 

Code and Regulations: Bank and Stark, Selected Federal Taxation Statutes 

and Regulations (Foundation Press, 2015-•‐2016 Ed.) 
 
Because this class involves reading and reviewing pertinent sections of the Internal 
Revenue Code and the Treasury Regulations, both the statutory supplement and the 

casebook are necessary. 
 

Class Description: 

This class studies federal income tax law as it applies to individuals apart from their 

capacities as partners, shareholders, or beneficiaries of trusts or estates. It examines the 

concept of gross income and net income, including investigation of what constitutes 

income, when it should be taxed, to whom it should be taxed, and its character as 

unearned, earned, or capital gain income. Deductions and their nature as genuine or as 

artificial deductions are considered in detail. Fundamental principles of tax law as 

expressed in case law are studied as the foundation for an intensive examination of 

evolving tax legislation and the tax legislative process itself. 
 

Reading Assignments: 
 

The syllabus with Reading Assignments is posted on the class website at 

https://canvas.uw.edu/courses/990867 . I may make adjustments to the syllabus if I find 

that certain topics require more attention than anticipated. 

 
Class Participation: 

 

Students should be prepared to discuss the assigned materials (i.e., read them prior to 

class).  If you miss class or are unprepared more than twice, please email to explain any 

future absences or lack of preparation. I expect that we will have an energetic and useful 

discussion as we examine and study the policy and mechanical application the United 

States’ system for taxing the income of its citizens. 

 
Students who participate in class discussion when called upon will receive full credit for 

participation. A student who significantly contributes to class discussion (e.g., frequently 

volunteers) may have his or her exam grade raised by one increment (e.g., B to B+, B+ to 
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A-). Similarly, a student who is consistently unprepared, absent or unable to participate in 

the discussion may have his or her exam grade lowered by an increment. 

 
The Examination: 

 

The examination will be Thursday, December 17, 2015 at 1:00 PM and entirely open 

book and open notes.  You may not access the Internet or other electronic files during the 

examination.  The test will only address material we have covered in class. 

 
Disability-Related Needs: 
To request academic accommodations due to a disability, please contact Disability 
Resources for Students (DRS), 448 Schmitz, (206) 543-8924 (V), (206) 543-8925 (TTY). 

If you have a letter from DRS, please present the letter to [your name here] so you and 

he/she can discuss the accommodations you might need in this class. 
 

Law School Attendance Policy: 
Under changes to ABA Accreditation Standard 304, adopted in August 2004, a law school 
shall require regular and punctual class attendance. 

 

At any time after the fifth week of a course (halfway through a summer session course), a 

student who has been determined by the instructor to have attended fewer than 80 percent 

of the class sessions in any course will be required to drop the course from his or her 

registration upon the instructor’s so indicating to the Academic Services Office. 


