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INDIAN LAW SEMINAR B584 
SYLLABUS 

Learning Objectives:  This seminar builds upon the material covered in the basic and advanced 
American Indian Law courses.  Seminar participants will become familiar with the full range of 
very recent and ongoing litigation concerning American Indian tribes in areas such as child 
welfare, contracting, employment, environmental regulation, natural resources, gaming, land 
claims, religious freedom, sovereignty, taxation, and breach of trust. Students will learn to 
identify procedural strengths and weakness of how those cases were litigated.  Students will 
select appropriate case studies for a class hand-out, a class presentation and a 10-page (2900 
words) final paper.  The final paper is due Friday, March 21, 2014 by 4:00 pm, submitted 
electronically at https://canvas.uw.edu/courses/882888/assignments/2334852.  Grades will be 
based on knowledge of the material and quality of analysis in the final paper.  Class participation 
and evaluation of speakers is 25% of the grade.  Students are responsible for all material 
assigned on the syllabus, or handed out in class, even if it is not covered in a class session. 

Please feel free to arrange a time at my office to discuss the course, or any other related issues.  
You may also e-mail me with any questions that you have. 

Assignments:  Case syllabi from Recent American Indian Law Rulings, found at 
http://schlosserlawfiles.com/Indianlawseminar1013.pdf will be used in the first few classes.  
Please note that each assignment is to be read prior to the class with which it is listed.  The 
course materials not directly available through links here will be posted to the course web 
page at https://canvas.uw.edu/courses/882888. 

In addition, current postings in the American Indian Law Forum 
http://forums.delphiforums.com/Indianlaw/messages and in Turtle Talk 
http://turtletalk.wordpress.com/ must be reviewed prior to each class.   

UW Law School Attendance Policy 

Under ABA Accreditation Standard 304, a law school shall require regular and punctual class 
attendance. 

At any time after the fifth week of a course (halfway through a summer session course), a student who 
has been determined by the instructor to have attended fewer than 80 percent of the class sessions 
in any course will be required to drop the course from his or her registration upon the instructor’s 
so indicating to the Academic Services Office. 
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 An instructor may also impose stricter attendance standards or other sanctions for nonattendance, 
including lowering of a grade, provided that students are informed at the start of the course of the 
instructor’s attendance rules and possible sanctions. 

 The instructor will take attendance with such regularity as is needed to insure reasonable accuracy in 
determining a student’s attendance record.  

Contact Disability Resources for Students to request academic accommodations due to a disability. Give 
me a copy of their letter to discuss accommodations you might need in this seminar. 

The seminar will be recorded via video podcast. 

 

Class Meeting Topic Read for This Class 

Class 1 
Jan. 6 

INTRODUCTION - description of 
student hand-out, presentation 
sign-up, navigating the American 
Indian Law Forum 

Syllabi of Possible Seminar 
Paper Cases (see below) 
plus Course Pack 
Supreme Court 

Class 2 
Jan. 13 

Lecture on Key Cases §§ A – G Course Pack §§ A – G 

Class 3 
Jan. 20  

HOLIDAY  

Class 4 
Jan 27 

Lecture on Key Cases §§ H – O Course Pack §§ H – O  

Class 5 
Feb. 3 

Student Presentations Handouts:  Submit 

Class 6 
Feb 10 

Student Presentations Handouts:  Submit 

Class 7 
Feb. 17  

HOLIDAY  

Class 8 
Feb. 24 

Student Presentations Handouts:  Submit 

Class 9 
Mar. 3 

Guest Speaker TBD 

Speaker Evaluation Submit
(by 11:59 PM Tuesday) 

Class 10 
Mar. 10 

Guest Speaker 

Course Evaluation – Bring your 
laptop or mobile device to class to 
participate. 

TBD 

Speaker Evaluation Submit
(by 11:59 PM Tuesday) 

Friday, March 21 Final Paper Due by 4:00 PM.  Submit at 
https://canvas.uw.edu/courses/882888/assignments/2334852 

 
 

END OF QUARTER  

https://canvas.uw.edu/courses/882888/assignments/2337842
https://canvas.uw.edu/courses/882888/assignments/2337844
https://canvas.uw.edu/courses/882888/assignments/2337845
https://canvas.uw.edu/courses/882888/assignments/2337847
https://canvas.uw.edu/courses/882888/assignments/2337848
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Indian Law Seminar B584 Description 

In this seminar, students will select an appropriate litigation battle to study, prepare a 
brief class hand-out on it, make a presentation on it, and analyze the case in a 10-page (not to 
exceed 2900 words) final paper which is due to be submitted on CANVAS by Friday, March 21, 
2014 by 4:00 PM (see more information below). 

Student presentations will begin on February 3 (Class 5), please sign up as quickly as 
possible for the date of your presentation.  (A sign-up sheet will be circulated the first day of 
class.) 

No later than the class preceding your presentation date, you must distribute to all members 
of the class a hand-out to help us prepare for your presentation.  Please post your hand-out by the 
required date to the Assignments page at https://canvas.uw.edu/courses/882888/assignments, on 
the appropriate date for your presentation. The hand-out, in no more than one-and–a-half pages, 
will briefly summarize the litigation and note important procedural steps leading to significant 
rulings in the case.  You should look at the court docket sheets at this stage.  If possible, exchange 
your draft hand-out and paper with another member of the class when you are at the drafting stage.  
(When your hand-out has been submitted to the Assignments page, copies of all submitted 
handouts will be supplied at the next class meeting.) 

We will have several Indian law practitioners as guest speakers.  Beginning with Class 4, 
we will discuss two or more student presentations in each class, planning to spend 30-35 minutes 
per presentation.  You should explain your case, but plan to be interrupted by questions and 
comments.  It is likely you will not get to say everything you know about the case.  The class 
will question the presenter.   

Copies of your final paper should be uploaded to CANVAS at 
https://canvas.uw.edu/courses/882888/assignments/2334852 by the due date of Friday, March 
21, 2014 by 4:00 PM.  Use Microsoft Word format or Word Perfect for PC; no Mac formats, 
please.  Ten pages is the limit, double spaced.  I'm not a stickler for blue book form; for Supreme 
Court cases use name and year. Cases should be in the text, not generally in footnotes.  Be sure 
to include an upper-right-hand corner header that includes your name, LAW B584 Indian Law 
Seminar, Winter 2014. 

Because the facts of your case are in the handouts, there's no need to reiterate the facts in 
detail, unless you glean interesting facts from outside the reported opinion.  Indicate if the case is 
correctly decided as well as procedural strengths and weakness of how the case was litigated.  
Cite at least one case from the materials that bears on issues in your case. Also, discuss whether 
the opinions reflect broader themes, principles, doctrines or new trends from the field of 
American Indian Law. Was it a useful to you to have studied this case? Did the guest speakers 
enlighten your analysis? 

See next PDF for a comprehensive list of possible seminar paper topics. 




