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COURSE SUMMARY 
  
This one-credit seminar is offered by the law school in anticipation of Justice Sonia Sotomayor’s visit on 
March 10, 2014.  Taught by two professors at the Law School who served as law clerks on the Supreme 
Court, this course will use Justice Sotomayor’s autobiography My Beloved World as a departure point for 
analyzing the role of personal and professional background on a Justice’s nomination to and service on 
the Court.  Students will also study the judicial appointments process and the process by which the Court 
selects and decides cases.  Students will read and analyze a recent Supreme Court decision.  Finally, 
students will gain an appreciation for the culture and customs of the Court as an institution.  Possible 
guest speakers will include lawyers who have drafted petitions to the Court or who have argued cases 
before the Court. 
 

COURSE OBJECTIVES 
  

•  Analyze the importance of personal history and experience in the selection of justices to 
the United States Supreme Court; 

• Understand and critique the public controversies these issues raise; 
• Explain the process by which judges are nominated and appointed to the federal 

judiciary; and 
• Demonstrate knowledge of how the Supreme Court selects, hears and decides cases. 

 
 

COURSE GRADE 
 
This one-credit seminar will be evaluated on a credit/no credit basis.  To receive credit, a student must 
meet requirements associated with both attendance and written exercises. 
 
Attendance.  Barring exceptional circumstances, missing any regularly scheduled class without an 
excused absence will result in no credit for the seminar.  To have an excused absence from class, students 
must contact the professors in advance with a specific explanation for their absence.  For each excused 
absence, students will be required to write an additional 3-5-page reflection paper. 
 



Written Exercises.  There will be two categories of written exercises.   
 

The first, to be turned in either prior to class or at the start of class on February 10, is a 3-5-page 
reflection paper responsive to the material covered in the course.   
 
The second, which each student must complete three times during the quarter, is the submission 
of at least one question related to the course material.  These questions may be submitted for 
possible response by Justice Sotomayor during her appearance in March. 
 
• For students with last names beginning with A through L, these questions (three in total) are 

due by email prior to 4:00 p.m. on Sunday, January 12; Sunday, February 2; and Sunday, 
March 2.   

 
• For students with last names beginning with M through Z, these questions (three in total) are 

due by email prior to 4:00 p.m. on Sunday, January 26; Sunday, February 9; and Sunday, 
March 2.   

 
Failure to complete these exercises in a timely manner will result in no credit for the course.   
 
All written assignments are subject to the University of Washington’s Student Conduct Code, including 
sanctions and disciplinary actions.  For more information, consult the material available at 
http://www.washington.edu/students/handbook/conduct.html. 
 
Disability-Related Needs 
 
To request academic accommodations due to a disability, please contact Disability Resources for Students 
(DRS), 448 Schmitz, (206) 543-8924 (V), (206) 543-8925 (TTY).  If you have a letter from DRS, please 
present the letter to either professor so we can discuss the accommodations you might need in this class. 
 
  



COURSE SYLLABUS AND READINGS 
 

Reading assignments must be completed prior to class on the relevant date. 
 

Class 
Date 

Text: 
Sonia Sotomayor, 

My Beloved World  
(Knopf, 2013) 

Additional Readings and Audio 
  (Available on Canvas or the Internet) 

Jan. 6, 
2014 

Preface, Prologue,  
and Chapters 1-5  

Packet 1:  
Diversity in the Supreme Court 

Jan. 13, 
2014 

Chapters 6-11 Packet 2:  
The Nomination and Confirmation of  

Sonia Sotomayor 
Jan. 27, 

2014 
Chapters 12-16  Packet 3:  

The Work of the Supreme Court 
Feb. 3, 
2014 

Chapters 17-20  Packet 4:  
Case Selection 

Feb. 10, 
2014 

Chapters 21-25  Packet 5:  
Oral Argument 

Feb. 24, 
2014 

Chapters 26-Epilogue  Packet 6:  
Case Study 

Mar. 3, 
2014 

~ Packet 7:  
The Current Composition of the Court 

Mar. 10, 
2014 

Attend Justice Sotomayor’s Talk ~ 

 


