
Sustainable International Development Practicum 
Law B 582 

Winter Term, 2014 
 

 
Instructor 
Jennifer Lenga-Long, JD 
Phone:  206-713-2732 
Email:  jlenga@u.washington.edu 
Office Location: William H. Gates Hall, Room L201 
Office Hours: Monday, 2:00 - 3:00 pm (location to be announced); Wednesday, 10:00 am – 
12:00 pm or by appointment 
 
 
Course Description.  The Sustainable International Development Practicum will provide students 
with clinical experience in law and development.  The practicum will focus on using law as a tool 
for social change, poverty alleviation in lower income countries.  Students will have the 
opportunity to work directly with partner non-governmental organizations, under the supervision 
of the instructor, to develop practical solutions to protect the rights of individuals and 
communities where development-related changes threaten to adversely impact their basic rights.  
Projects will focus on developing skills such as  conducting research and collecting evidence to 
support the work of our partner organizations and presenting findings in writing and verbally.   
Students may also draft complaints to human rights or investment bank grievance mechanisms, 
conduct interviews and/or focus groups of witnesses and experts, and present findings to project 
funders.     
 
Students will work in teams, and are expected to devote at least six hours in out-of-class time per 
week to the practicum. Students will be expected to enroll for one additional credit Spring Quarter 
to finalize written work and present findings to peers and our NGO partners.  Students will meet 
in project teams during class time.  Teams will also meet outside of class as necessary, including 
for Skype conferences with NGO partners who are located in different time zones. 
 
Course Objectives 
• Gain experience working on real sustainable development and international human rights 

projects in partnership with strong non-profit/non-governmental organization partners 
• Gain experience communicating with and presenting findings to clients/NGO partners 
• Analyze and evaluate the current international legal framework and law-making mechanisms 

relevant to the projects at issue 
• Work in teams to achieve project objectives, including conducting legal and factual research, 

analyzing findings, producing written product and presenting findings orally  
• Gain experience scheduling team meetings, dividing work assignments, and synthesizing work 

product 
• Gain experience with peer-review of one another’s work within and across teams 
• Gain experience working across cultures and in different languages 
 
Required Texts.  There is no required text.  The practicum materials are composed of a variety 
of international treaties; scholarly articles; newspaper articles; and the websites of development 
banks, the US State Department, and various non-governmental organizations, most of which will 
be available on the “Modules” or “Assignments” portions of CANVAS (requires UWNetID to 
access).  The course reading should serve as background information for further research related 
to the practicum projects. 
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Course Grade.  The course grade will be based on two written products and one oral 
presentation per team.  Teams will receive a grade for each project/presentation, but individual 
grades may be adjusted upward or downward from the team average as appropriate.  Class 
participation is critical for this practicum, and 10% of the grade will be allotted for consistent 
participation and engagement in the class.  There will be no final exam. 
 
Disability-related needs.  To request academic accommodations due to a disability please 
contact Disability Resources for Students Office (DRS), 448 Schmitz, 206-543-8924.  If you have 
a letter from Disability Resources for Students, please present the letter to the instructor so that 
arrangements can be made for accommodation. 
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Syllabus 
 

Week 1: 
 
Monday, January 6, 2014: Introductions; Overview of Practicum, Projects and NGO Partners; 
Team exercise 
 
Assignment:   

• Please complete all of the background readings below and prepare questions about the 
projects 
 

Readings: 
 

I.  General/Background 
• Map of Africa:  

http://www.ilike2learn.com/ilike2learn/Continent%20Maps/Africa%20Political%20Larg
e.gif 
 

II.  Global Rights, ADEV and the Inga III Project 
 

A. About Global Rights and Action pour les Droits, l'Environnement et la Vie 
(Action for Development, the Environment and Life) (ADEV) 
 

• About Global Rights: 
http://www.globalrights.org/site/PageServer?pagename=gr_index (read tabs/sections 
titled “Who We Are – About Global Rights”; “Who We Are – Our Staff – Programs - Lien 
De Brouckere,  Director, Natural Resources and Human Rights”; “What We Do – 
Natural Resources and Human Rights”) 

• Summary of Global Rights’ Natural Resources and Human Rights work (PDF) 
• Global Rights’ Annual Report for 2012 (skim) (PDF) 
• About ADEV:  http://www.rrnrdc.org/IMG/pdf/LISTE_ACTUALISEE_RRN_BAS-

CONGO_2011.pdf (in French - English translation forthcoming) 
 

B. About the Democratic Republic of Congo and the Grand Inga Dam Project 
 

• Background on DRC (materials to be provided) 
• Maps of Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC):  

o Provinces map:  Political map: http://www.mapsofworld.com/democratic-
republic-of-congo/democratic-republic-of-congo-political-map.html 

o Cartographic map:  
http://www.un.org/Depts/Cartographic/map/profile/drcongo.pdf 

o River map:  http://www.mapsofworld.com/democratic-republic-of-congo/river-
map.html 

• Recent BBC article on Grand Inga, quoting Jean-Marie at ADEV: 
 http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-africa-24856000 

• Banktrack, an NGO tracking the Great Inga, with has background information here.  
http://www.banktrack.org/show/dodgydeals/grand_inga_dam#tab_dodgydeals_basics 
Review each tab (Basics, Issues, Update, Finance, Companies, News). 

• International Rivers article on the Grand Inga Project:  
http://www.internationalrivers.org/campaigns/grand-inga-dam-dr-congo (International 
Rivers is a resolutely anti-dam group, so Global Rights recommends double-checking 
their representations) 
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• Article indicating that the US may also be financing part of Inga.   
http://www.bloomberg.com/news/2013-12-16/u-s-will-consider-financing-part-of-
congo-s-12-billion-inga-3.html (This will be important to follow, as that funding should 
come with conditions attached thanks to the Equator Principles.)   

 
III.  New Course, Partner Organizations, and the Root Solutions Project 
 

A. About New Course and partner organizations 
 

• Please review New Course’s website:  http://www.anewcourse.org/.  Review the 
information found through the following links: “Our Work,” “About Us,”  “Partners” 

• Information about the Pader Girls’ Academy in Uganda:  
o https://www.facebook.com/pages/CCF-Pader-Girls-Academy/124421047601156 
o http://www.ugandafund.org/Empowering_Christian_Counseling_Fellowship.htm  
o http://giftsforwarbrides.com/about-the-pader-girls-academy/ 

 
B. About Root Solutions and the Projects and Reports New Course Has Identified 

as Examples 
 

• Background information on Root Solutions (PDF) 
• Erick Kabendera, “Tanzania: Zanzibar's Encroaching Ocean Means Less Water,” 12 

June 2013, allAfrica.com (PDF) (illustrating the link between climate change and, 
among other consequences, early marriage) 

• Chandan Kumar, “act!onaid, Breaking the Barriers of Bondage – Part 1”, available at: 
http://www.actionaid.org/india/2013/03/breaking-barriers-bondage-part-1 (illustrating 
the link between climate change and bonded labor) 

• Chandan Kumar, “act!onaid, Breaking the Barriers of Bondage - Part 2: Sahariya tribe 
show us a way ahead”, available at: http://www.actionaid.org/india/2013/04/breaking-
barriers-bondage-part-2-sahariya-tribe-show-us-way-ahead (an example of a 
community successfully resisting bonded labor and the critical voice of women)  

• Siddharth Kara, “Shrimp exports to West tied to bonded labor,” October 16, 2012, 
CNN.com,  available at: 
http://thecnnfreedomproject.blogs.cnn.com/2012/10/16/shrimp-exports-to-west-tied-
to-bonded-labor/ 
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Week 2: 
 
Monday, January 13, 2014: Jamie Bechtel, JD, PhD, CEO of New Course will be in class to 
discuss and field questions about Root Solutions. 
 
Week 2 Assignments – Due Friday, January 10, 2013:   
 

I. All students  
o Complete assigned reading (below) 
o Meet with your team prior to class (by Friday, January 10)  
o Review your draft bios and provide edits and photos to Prof. JLL before next class 

 
II. Team Inga III:   

o Complete the assigned reading before meeting as a team 
o Discuss accountability mechanisms for development banks and strategy for 

approaching Phase I of the research 
o Identify and divide background research on  

 Which development banks and other funders will be funding Inga III 
 Which safeguards policies are likely to apply to the Inga III project  
 Prepare to contact development banks by preparing a preliminary list of 

development banks to contact  
o Email outline with basic research plan to Prof. JLL by noon on Monday, 

January 13. 
 

III. Team Root Solutions: 
o Complete assigned reading (below) a 
o Meet with your team by Friday, January 10  
o Individually and then as a team, prepare questions for Jamie Bechtel at 

New Course.  As a team, select and email 8-10 questions for Jamie to Prof. 
LL by 5 pm on Friday, January 10 

o Prepare an outline with your plan for tackling Phase I research - how you will divide 
Phase I research.  Will you divide the research by country – if so, who will handle 
which country?   

 Email outline with basic research plan to Prof. JLL by noon on 
Monday, January 13. 

 
Reading: 
 

I.  Reading for everyone: accountability principles 
 

• United Nations’ Guiding Principles on Business and Human Rights 
http://www.ohchr.org/Documents/Publications/GuidingPrinciplesBusinessHR_EN.pdf 

• Declaration of the African Coalition for Corporate Accountability (ACCA), Accra, Ghana, 
November 27, 2013 (PDF)  

 
II. Readings and Reference Materials for Team Inga III: 

 
A. Additional Information on DRC and Grand Inga 

 
• International Rivers article on the Grand Inga Project:  

http://www.internationalrivers.org/campaigns/grand-inga-dam-dr-congo 
(International Rivers is a resolutely anti-dam group, so Global Rights recommends 
double-checking their representations) 
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• “The World Bank is bringing back big, bad dams,” The Guardian Environmental 
Blog, July 16, 2013:  
http://www.theguardian.com/environment/blog/2013/jul/16/world-bank-dams-
africa 

• “West Africa hopes new hydropower dams will cut poverty, climate risk,” Thomson 
Reuters Foundation, Dec. 17, 2013, available at: 
 http://www.trust.org/item/20131217125940-0yqo5  (indicating that the World 
Bank will be financing the Inga 3 project from its “International Development 
Association” Fund) 

• “Inga plant advances with AfDB support,” Water Power Magazine, Nov. 21, 2013, 
available at:  http://www.waterpowermagazine.com/news/newsinga-plant-
advances-with-afdb-support (A recent article about African Development Bank 
financing) 

• Letter to US Secretary of State Kerry from civil society groups urging the US not to 
fund Inga 3:  http://www.internationalrivers.org/files/attached-
files/inga_3_civil_society_letter_201213.pdf 

 
 

B. Case studies 
o Jamie Skinner, “Doing dams differently can mean development for all, Aug. 30, 

2013, available at:  http://www.iied.org/doing-dams-differently-can-mean-
development-for-all 

o F. Bazin, J. Skinner, J. Koundouno, “Sharing the water, sharing the benefits: 
Lessons from six large dams in West Africa,” International Institute for 
Environment and Development, available at:  
http://pubs.iied.org/pdfs/17510IIED.pdf? [select portions to be designated] 

o The Kandadji Dam project in Niger 
 http://www.iied.org/niger-tough-questions-posed-kandadji-dam-

development 
 Jamie Skinner, “Dam powers local development In Niger, people 

displaced by dam construction receive rights and share the benefits,” 
Feb 2013, available at:  http://pubs.iied.org/pdfs/G03530.pdf? 

 
 

C. Development Bank Safeguards Policies/Accountability Mechanisms 
(become familiar with these – these are tools that will prove helpful to our work) 
 

• Global Rights, “Access to Remedy – Learning Module for civil society organizations 
in Sub-Saharan Africa on access to remedy for business-related human rights 
abuses: the broader system, and business centered mechanisms.” September 2013 
(PowerPoint presentation) 
http://www.globalrights.org/site/DocServer/AccesstoRemedy_ENG.pdf (READ) 

• http://bankonhumanrights.org/resources/what-are-the-rules-the-mdbs-have-to-
follow/ (List of most development bank operational and safeguards policies) 
(SKIM) 

D. World Bank Materials 
o http://web.worldbank.org/WBSITE/EXTERNAL/PROJECTS/EXTPOLICIES/EXTSAF

EPOL/0,,menuPK:584441~pagePK:64168427~piPK:64168435~theSitePK:5844
35,00.html (World Bank safeguards policies) 

o http://web.worldbank.org/WBSITE/EXTERNAL/PROJECTS/EXTPOLICIES/EXTSAF
EPOL/0,,contentMDK:20543978~menuPK:1286647~pagePK:64168445~piPK:6
4168309~theSitePK:584435,00.html (World Bank safeguards policies on 
involuntary resettlement) 
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o http://web.worldbank.org/WBSITE/EXTERNAL/TOPICS/EXTSOCIALDEVELOPMEN
T/EXTINVRES/0,,menuPK:410241~pagePK:149018~piPK:149093~theSitePK:41
0235,00.html (World Bank’s Involuntary Resettlement Website) 

 
E. African Development Bank (AfDB) Materials 

• http://www.afdb.org/fileadmin/uploads/afdb/Documents/Policy-
Documents/10000009-EN-BANK-GROUP-INVOLUNTARY-RESETTLEMENT-
POLICY.PDF (AfDB’s Involuntary Resettlement Policy) 

• http://accountabilityproject.org/downloads/adb_companalysis.pdf (very helpful 
comparative analysis done by the International Accountability Project on the 
African Development Bank's Involuntary Resettlement Policy)   
 

 
III. Readings for Team Root Solutions: 

 
• United Nations Protocol to Prevent, Suppress and Punish Trafficking in Persons, Especially 

Women and Children, November 15, 2000, available at: 
http://www.unodc.org/documents/treaties/UNTOC/Publications/TOC%20Convention/TOCe
book-e.pdf  (Protocol found at p. 41-51) (note that Kenya and the Philippines are party to 
the Protocol; Uganda has signed but not ratified) 
 

• U.S. Department of State Trafficking in Persons Report, June 2013 - 
http://www.state.gov/j/tip/rls/tiprpt/2013/ 

o Introductory materials, available at:  
http://www.state.gov/documents/organization/210737.pdf 

o Country narrative:  Kenya, available at:  
http://www.state.gov/j/tip/rls/tiprpt/countries/2013/215492.htm 

o Country narrative:  The Philippines, available at:  
http://www.state.gov/j/tip/rls/tiprpt/countries/2013/215544.htm 

o Country narrative:  Uganda, available at:  
http://www.state.gov/j/tip/rls/tiprpt/countries/2013/215641.htm 
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Week 3: 
 
Monday, January 20, 2014 - Martin Luther King, Jr. Day – No Class - Time and date of 
make-up class to be announced 
 
Week of January 20, 2014 (Time and date to be determined) – Skype Call with Lien de 
Brouckere of Global Rights, who will discuss and field questions regarding the Inga III Project 

 
Week 3 Assignments – some due Friday, January 17:   
 

I. All students  
o Complete the assigned reading (below) 
o Meet with your team by Friday, January 17 
o Draft your Linked In Bio and email to Prof. JLL and team mates for feedback 

 
II. Team Inga III:   

o Individually, and then as a team, prepare questions for Lien de Brouckere 
at Global Rights.  As a team, select and email 8-10 questions for Lien to 
Prof. LL by 5 pm Friday, January 17 

o Discuss factual research and any other research performed – who is funding the 
project?  Has anyone learned anything helpful about which development bank’s 
safeguards policies apply? 

o Refine/update your list of development banks to contacts, and identify the 
appropriate departments/people to contact and the phone numbers or email 
addresses you will use to contact them 

o Finalize/edit Lien’s script for phone calls to development banks 
o Draft model email for reaching out to development banks 
o Decide who is going to contact which institution(s) 
o Decide who will serve as primary contact(s) with Lien at Global Rights 
o Begin Phase I research if time permits 

 
III. Team Root Solutions: 

o Begin Phase I research and discuss progress to date with team 
o Individually, prepare questions for Lien at Global Rights regarding Inga III 

 
Reading: 
 

I.  Reading for Team Inga III: 
 

A. Sample Complaint Letters to the World Bank (for reference at this point; these 
may also be helpful in assessing who to contact at the World Bank) 

 
• http://www.accountabilitycounsel.org/communities/past-cases/four-lane-road-

project-in-orissa-india/  (sample community complaint letters to the World Bank 
are embedded in the discussion of this case involving expansion of a road in rural 
India); the letters are here: 

 http://www.accountabilitycounsel.org/wp-
content/uploads/2012/03/12.1.10-Letter-re4-lane-road-World-Bank.pdf 
(January 12, 2010 letter of complaint from community to World Bank) 

 http://www.accountabilitycounsel.org/wp-content/uploads/2012/03/June-
2011-to-WB.pdf (June 11, 2011 letter from Community to World Bank 
reporting on meeting of community members and World Bank officials) 
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 http://www.accountabilitycounsel.org/wp-content/uploads/2012/03/July-
2011-Letter-from-WB.pdf (July 13, 2011 World Bank response letter) 

 http://www.accountabilitycounsel.org/wp-
content/uploads/2012/03/4.19.12-World-Bank.pdf (April 19, 2012 letter 
from Community to World Bank) 

o http://www.accountabilitycounsel.org/communities/current-cases/malawi-
prepaid-water-meters/ (a case involving the World Bank’s funding of a prepaid 
water project in Malawai – sample complaint letters embedded in project 
description) 

 
F. NGO resources on development bank accountability (Review these websites – 

they are great resources) 
 

o Accountability Counsel:  http://www.accountabilitycounsel.org/ (review 
“Communities” and “Resources” tabs) 

o Bank on Human Rights:  http://bankonhumanrights.org (“Resources” tab)  
o International Institute for Environment & Development:  http://www.iied.org/ – 

links to helpful articles/info:   
o http://www.iied.org/ensuring-water-equitably-allocated-governed 

(especially portion titled, “Designing large dam water allocation and 
compensation schemes to benefit the marginalized”) 
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Week 4: 
 
Monday, January 27, 2014 – UW Law Librarian to discuss legal research strategies and 
resources; work in teams 
 
Assignments (Due Monday, January 27, 2014): 
 

I. Team Inga III: 
 

• Meet as a team 
• Share with class and Prof. JLL what you have learned from contacting development banks 

and your research to date 
 

II. Team Root Solutions: 
 

• Meet as a team 
• Share with class updates on expert interviews 
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Week 5: 
 

Monday, February 3, 2014 – Exchange of progress to date – accomplishments, 
challenges, tasks you are working on next; work in teams 
 
Week 5 Assignments – Some due at NOON on Monday, February 3: 
 

I.  Team Inga III: 
 

• By Monday, February 3 at NOON - Share with your team members and Prof. JLL 
(via an email from the team) your preliminary findings from further calls to 
development banks and additional research on which safeguards policies are 
likely to apply to the Inga III project (both the feasibility study and future 
phases) 

• By Monday, February 3 before class – share with Prof. LL your draft timeline 
regarding Inga III 

• In class – be prepared to update your classmates on your work to date (including 
any new information gleaned from World Bank documents) and to discuss further 
questions for Global Rights and ADEV; discuss scheduling of interview with Jean-
Marie of ADEV 

 
III. Team Root Solutions: 

 
• By Monday, February 3 at NOON – share with Prof JLL your memoranda 

summarizing your expert interviews and any follow-up questions for your 
experts; be prepared to discuss what you learned in class 

• In class - Share with team and Prof. JLL in class your preliminary 
findings/questions on national and international law research 
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Week 6: 
 
Monday, February 10, 2014 – Interviewing, working with interpreters, and 
working with international partners – exercises and advice with Guest Lecturer 
Prof. Stephen Rosenbaum and Interpreter/Paralegal Jennifer Chermoshnyuk of 
Davis Wright Tremaine LLP 
 
Reading: 
 
“20 Tips for Working with Interpreters.” Available at:  http://wordstodeeds.com/2012/08/14/20-
tips-for-lawyers-working-with-interpreters/ (last visited Feb. 5, 2014) 
 
“Interpreter Code of Ethics” 
 
 
Week 6 Assignments (some due Friday, February 8): 
 

I.  Both teams –  
 

By Monday, February 10, at NOON, Share with team and Prof. JLL by email your 
preliminary findings (outline form is OK)/questions on Phase I research 
 

II. Team Inga III –  
 

By Friday, February 8, Share with Prof. JLL draft questions for Jean-Marie at ADEV.  
We will use these questions as part of our classroom exercises on working with 
interpreters. 
 
 
 
Week 7: 
 
Monday, February 17, 2014 – Presidents’ Day Holiday – No Class (we will not hold a 
makeup class for this session since earlier class sessions have run over time) 
 

12 
 

http://wordstodeeds.com/2012/08/14/20-tips-for-lawyers-working-with-interpreters/
http://wordstodeeds.com/2012/08/14/20-tips-for-lawyers-working-with-interpreters/


Week 8:  
 
Monday, February 24, 2014 – Guest speakers Sutapa Basu, PhD, Executive Director 
of the University of Washington Women’s Center and Bratati Ghosh, Co-Founder of 
Kinsight Analytics, on the root causes of human trafficking and their work in the 
field 
 
Week 8 Assignments – some Due Thursday, February 20 or Friday, February 21 
(end of day): 
 

I. Team Inga III 
 
Thursday, February 20, 2014 (end of day)– Revised interview questions for NGO 
Partner ADEV (in English) due to JLL via email 
 
Monday, February 24, 2014 (noon)– Phase I research results due (This should be 
a brief memorandum summarizing your fact-gathering to date on which 
development banks are involved in financing Inga III and which safeguards 
policies govern the project); turn in to Prof JLL by email; copy students on Team 
Root Solutions.  Prepare to briefly present results in class. 
 

II. Team Root Solutions 
 
Monday, February 24, 2014 (noon)– Exchange Phase I research results within 
team via email (feel free to copy JLL if you would like initial feedback).  Prepare to 
present Phase I research results in class. 
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Week 9: 
 
Monday, March 3, 2014 – Guest speaker Laverne Woods, JD on the Law mof Social 
Enterprise (pending confirmation) and/or presentation of Phase I findings by 
Team Root Solutions and Phase II preliminary findings by Team Inga III 
 
Week 9 Assignments  
 

I. Team Inga III 
 
Monday, March 3, 2014 (noon) – Revised Phase II research outline due; copy 
students on Team Root Solutions 
 

II. Team Root Solutions 
 
Monday, March 3, 2014 (noon)– Phase I research results due to JLL via email; 
copy Team Inga III 
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Week 10: 
 
Monday, March 10, 2014 – Presentation of Phase II preliminary findings/solutions 
and quarter wrap-up 
 
 
Week 10 Assignments: 
 
Prepare to share in class on March 10 your preliminary Phase II findings/solutions 
(and any Phase I findings not yet discussed) 
 
 
 
 
Weeks 11-12: 
 
Monday, March 17, 2014 – Exam period – no class (consider scheduling a team 
meeting with Prof JLL) 
 
Monday, March 24, 2014 – Exam period – no class (consider scheduling a team 
meeting with Prof JLL) 
 
Tuesday, March 25, 2014 – Team Inga III Preliminary Phase II research due; 
Team Root Solutions Preliminary Phase II Solutions due 
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