
E 516  CRIMINAL PROCEDURE: ADJUDICATION 
 

Spring 2014 
 

Prof: Kathryn Russell Selk       Office hours: by appointment  
206.782.3353 (law office) (message)    Email:  KARSelk@u.washington.edu 
 
Course:  Monday & Wednesdays, Room 138 

AND Friday, May 2 and Friday, May 16, Room 127 
  1:30-3:20 p.m. 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
A police investigation has lead to an arrest.  This course is about what happens next – from 

“bail to jail” and beyond.   

In this course, you will get a basic overview of the way various jurisdictions handle criminal 

cases, up to the first direct appeal.  In addition to reading caselaw and legal sources, you will 

get a chance to look at other materials, giving you insight into actual challenges U.S. 

jurisdictions face in their criminal justice systems. We will discuss not only the 

constitutional framework overlying this phase of criminal procedure but also some of the 

practical considerations shaping the choices jurisdictions make as they try to balance the 

constitutional rights involved with the sometimes competing interests of public safety or 

policy - and more practical issues such as cost.   

Criminal procedure law changes frequently and we will look at some current and pending 

issues in the Supreme Court and elsewhere.  You will also get the chance to apply what you 

are learning to real-world and hypothetical examples in class.   The goal is to prepare you 

with a solid grounding in some of the major issues you are likely to face as a practitioner, as 

well as give you some tools to use in any future practice. 

TOPICS DISCUSSED WILL INCLUDE: Who sets bail?  What rights do the accused have to 
a “speedy trial?”  Who chooses where the case is heard?  What are some differences between the 
federal and state criminal court systems?  Are there minimum standards for how competent a 
defense attorney has to be?  What is a “jury of your peers?”  What rights does a defendant have 
at trial?  What duties do prosecutors have to the public – including defendants?  What are 
alternatives to traditional courts that are being used in criminal courtrooms or systems today?  

GRADING/EXPECTATIONS: 

The grade for this course will be based on the final exam (85%) and other class requirements 

(15%) (see below).    
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Final exam – (85%) - three hours long and limited open book i.e., you may use hard copies of 

your course notes and outline.  Laptop users will use Exam 4 in closed mode.   

 OPTIONAL: If enough students are interested, I am willing to schedule a practice 

exam or review session close to the end of the quarter. 

Other class requirements: 

State law project - Students will be assigned a particular state and will look at the criminal law 

of that state regarding one of a number of different concepts discussed in class (student’s choice 

from a list).  Students will be expected to be able to briefly discuss what they find out in class 

and will also write a short memo on their findings (expected to be less than a two pages).  The 

project is ungraded i.e., no letter grades will be assigned based on content.  Doing it is a class 

requirement, however.  

Class Participation - Students will get the most out of the class if they not only attend each 

session but also are active participants.  Please read the materials before the relevant class session 

and be prepared to answer questions about them if asked. See also Law School Attendance 

Policy, below.  Class participation is ungraded in that your participation in class will not be 

graded on content but failure to participate or attend will affect your grade.   

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

OTHER INFO: 

 Questions:  If you have questions about a topic after it is discussed in class, please feel 

free to email me (see above).   

Non-mandatory materials of interest may also be posted on the website on TWEN, for 
students who are interested in exploring various criminal procedure topics further.   

Recording : Criminal justice and public policy are topics about which many people have 
very strong feelings.  In the interest of encouraging honest, open (but still respectful) discourse, 
no video/audio recording of the class is allowed.  If you have a disability-related need:  to 
request academic accommodations due to a disability, please contact Disability Resources for 
Students (DRS), 448 Schmitz, (206) 543-8924 (v), (206) 543-8925 (TTY).  If you have a letter from 
DRS, please present that to the professor so accommodations can be discussed/implemented.  
Parents using the parent room, please let me know and accommodations will be made. 

Attendance: I know that you are all leading very busy lives and the occasional absence 
might be needed.  In general, one or two absences should not have a negative effect on your 
ability to do well in the class.  Any more will likely have an impact.   

 

 
 


