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Office hours  
 
My office hours will be held on Mondays from 12:30 pm – 1:30 pm, though I may change this if it 
seems to conflict with too many student schedules.  You may also email me to set up office hours by 
appointment if these office hours cannot work for you. 
 
Materials  
 
Casebook: Bankman, Shaviro and Stark, Federal Income Taxation (Aspen 16th Ed.)  
 
Code and Regulations: Bank and Stark, Selected Federal Taxation Statutes and Regulations 
(Foundation Press, 2013-2014 ed.)  
 
It is my strong opinion that you must have the statutory supplement as well as the casebook in order 
to successfully complete this class.   
 
Reading Assignments  
 
The syllabus will be posted on the class website.  I will announce the next day’s reading at the end of 
each class. The syllabus is in outline form to help you see how the reading fits into the larger picture 
of the course. For those of you who outline, it also provides a skeletal structure for arranging your 
notes. 
  
** Despite best efforts, I sometimes assign material believing we will get through it in one class and 
find that it requires more attention. When this happens, it will always be for that reason and not 
because I do not value your time.**  
 
I reserve the right to alter the syllabus based on the progression of the class.   
 
Class Participation  
 
I expect you to come to class ready to discuss the assigned material. However, I realize that you are 
human and will have days when you are “off”, need a break, or have other things occurring in life 
that are slightly (but only slightly) more important than our class. As a result, you have TWO 
“freebie” days where you can choose to skip class and/or come unprepared for any or no reason at 
all. After you have used your freebie days, you should email me to explain additional absences.  
 
Rest assured, however, that this is far from a class where you are going to feel “grilled.” Instead, I 
expect that we will have an energetic and useful discussion as we take what is (I assume) your first 
real look at the United States’ system for taxing the income of its citizens.  
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Other than your two freebie days, so long as you are able to participate in the discussion when asked, 
you will get full credit for participation.   If you contribute significantly to class discussion (e.g. 
frequently volunteer), I may raise your exam grade up to one increment (e.g. B to B+, B+ to A- and 
so on). While I do not expect this to happen, if you are consistently unprepared, absent or unable to 
participate in the discussion, I reserve the right to lower your grade by an increment.  
 
The Examination  
 
The examination will be in class and entirely open book and open notes. You may not access the 
internet during the examination.  I do not test on material that we have not covered in class.  
 
**Welcome to the class and I look forward to working with you this quarter! ** 


