
LAW A506 E 
Legal Analysis, Research, and Writing 
Autumn 2014—3 credits 
W 9:00–10:20; F 1:30–2:50 
W.H. Gates Hall Room 127 
 

Professor Sarah Kaltsounis 
W.H. Gates Hall Room 309 
Office hours | T/Th 9–10:30; F 12–1:30; by app’t 
Senior Secretary Lauren Collins | Room 328 
Legal Writing Fellow Tomer Vandsburger | Room L253 

SYLLABUS 

Course Description and Learning Objectives | Legal Analysis, Research, and Writing (LARW) is a seven-credit 
course that you will take throughout your 1L year. In Autumn Quarter (three credits), you will receive a rigorous 
introduction to legal reasoning, legal research, and methods of interpreting the law. Several writing assignments will 
help you hone your analytical skills and practice the fundamentals of drafting clear and concise answers to legal 
questions. You will participate in lectures, workshops, and hands-on activities. LARW is built around fundamental 
goals and objectives that you should review periodically throughout the year to assess your progress (available on 
the main LARW website). You will receive a separate syllabus at the start of each quarter. 

Required Texts and Materials (available at the University Bookstore) 
• Deborah A. Schmedemann & Christina L. Kunz, Synthesis: Legal Reading, Reasoning, and Writing (4th ed. 2014) 
• Julie A. Heintz-Cho, Tom Cobb, & Mary Hotchkiss, Washington Legal Research (2d ed. 2009) 
• Bryan A. Garner, The Redbook: A Manual on Legal Style (3d ed. 2013) 
• The Bluebook: A Uniform System of Citation (Columbia Law Review Ass’n et al. eds., 19th ed. 2010) 

o The Bluebook legal citation manual comes in three formats: print, online (via an annual subscription), 
and as an iPad or iPhone app (called Rulebook). Our Gallagher Law Library has prepared a blog post 
explaining the pros and cons of these three formats. I use and recommend the print version. 

 
Optional Recommended Text | Black’s Law Dictionary (available in three formats: free online in the Westlaw legal 
database while you’re a student, as a smartphone app, or in print as full or pocket editions). 
 
Course Website | https://canvas.uw.edu/courses/917067  

Course Grading | You will receive a final grade for your combined performance during Autumn and Winter 
Quarters, and a separate grade for Spring Quarter. This course is subject to UW Law’s mandatory grading curve.  

Autumn Quarter 
Attendance, participation, timeliness, effort on ungraded assignments—5%  
Final Graded Assignment—25% 
 
Winter Quarter—70% (exact breakdown of assignments to be determined) 

 
Winter Quarter is weighted more heavily than Autumn, even though it carries two credits instead of three, because I 
want to base your grade more on the proficiency you ultimately achieve, and less on your early, experimental efforts. 
 
You will turn in most ungraded assignments by uploading them to the course website. Graded assignments will also 
be turned in to the Office of Academic Services in print form. There is no final exam. 
  
Late assignments will be penalized unless excused by illness or prior arrangement. Please email me well before the 
due date if you need an extension on an ungraded assignment, and arrange extensions through the Office of 
Academic Services for final papers that are graded anonymously. You must complete all required assignments and 
activities, whether graded or not, to pass this course. 
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Honor Code | Please read the UW Law Honor Code, paying particular attention to Chapter 2’s discussion of student 
violations. If you have questions about how the Honor Code applies in a particular situation, please ask me for 
clarification. 
 

• For each graded assignment, I will provide specific rules for permissible levels of collaboration.  
• For ungraded assignments, you may discuss your research and analysis with any Legal Writing Fellow, other 1L 

students, or your other professors. However, you may share and review written drafts only with the Legal 
Writing Fellows or other students in your section. In other words, the following people may not review your 
ungraded drafts at any time: family members, mentors, friends at other schools, students taking LARW from 
other professors, or anyone else who is not me, a Legal Writing Fellow, or a student in your section. These 
rules modify Sec. 2-204 of the UW Law Honor Code.  

• Because matters of proofreading and style are an important part of what we study in this course, I define 
“Collaboration” more broadly than Sec. 2-204 does.  

 
Legal research and writing rely heavily on thorough documentation of controlling and persuasive authority. Careful 
scholarship requires that you acknowledge (1) when you use someone else’s words, (2) when you paraphrase 
someone else’s words, (3) when you use someone else’s idea, (4) when your analysis or conclusion builds on a source, 
and (5) when your idea about a legal opinion came from a source other than the opinion. Deliberate failure to provide 
proper attribution constitutes plagiarism and warrants disciplinary action.  
 
Attendance | UW Law’s attendance policy (and ABA standards) require you to attend at least 80 percent of our class 
sessions, or I may drop your enrollment from this course after the fifth week of the quarter. This course will meet 20 
times this quarter, so you may miss no more than four classes. I encourage you to attend them all; this is a hands-on 
course in which your learning depends on your active participation. Our attendance policy allows faculty members 
to impose stricter attendance standards or other sanctions for nonattendance, including lowering your final grade, 
and so I will take your level of attendance into account when assigning the participation portion of your final grade. 

Disability Accommodations | To request academic accommodations due to a disability, please contact UW’s 
Disability Resources for Students (DRS), 448 Schmitz Hall, (206) 543-8924 (V), (206) 543-8925 (TTY). If you have a 
letter from DRS, please present it to the law school’s Office of Academic Services, which will notify me about any 
needed accommodations. 

Using Computers and Other Electronic Devices in Class | Please mute any distracting sounds on your electronic 
devices. Bring your laptop to class on days when we are learning online legal research; if you don’t have one, you can 
share with a classmate. If you choose to bring a laptop on other days, please use it only to take notes or to access the 
internet for purposes germane to our learning, like accessing the course website. Do not use your devices in a manner 
that inhibits your or your classmates’ engagement. I trust that you will exercise sound judgment and courtesy.  

Schedule of Topics, Readings, and Assignments  

Abbreviations: 
• SYN | Schmedemann & Kunz, Synthesis: Legal Reading, Reasoning, and Writing 
• WLR | Heintz-Cho, Cobb, & Hotchkiss, Washington Legal Research 
• BB | Bluebook legal citation manual 
• RED | Redbook style guide 
• WEB | Supplemental materials posted on the course website 

 
I will often recommend below that you take notes in some way on your readings, by jotting down short answers to 
study questions, answering practice exercises in the back of the textbook, briefing cases, etc. But you do not need to 
turn in your personal notes. I ask that you bring your reading notes to class so you can participate more effectively 
during small- and large-group discussions. 
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Class 
session Date Class preparation Assignments due 

Week 1: Introduction to lawyer’s role and the American legal system 

1 
W 

09.24 

SYN Ch. 1 (Introduction), Ch. 3(B) (The U.S. Common Law System). 
WLR Ch. 1(I), (II) (Research Fundamentals). 
Mark DeForrest, In the Groove or in a Rut? Resolving Conflicts Between the 

Divisions of the Washington State Court of Appeals at the Trial Court Level, 
48 Gonz. L. Rev. 431 (2013) (focus on the author’s description of how 
Washington’s judicial system works and problems that arise from its 
structure; skim the rest of the article). 

Court of Appeals Divisions of Washington Map. 
Federal Circuit and District Court Map. 
 
* Note that your textbook contains a short section about briefing cases 
(Ch. 3(D)). We’ll get to it next week, but you may find it useful to read 
for your other classes now. The Redbook § 14 also discusses case briefs. 

WEDNESDAY, 
09.24.14: 
Questionnaire (turn in 
on Canvas by 5 p.m.) 

2 
F 

09.24 

SYN Ch. 2 (Legal Rules) 
Do the SYN Ch. 2 exercise (read the fact pattern on p. 359 and answer 

the questions on p. 361) and bring your notes to class.  
WEB Handout—“No Vehicles in the Park.”  

 

Week 2: Stare decisis and precedent / Introduction to civil litigation 

3 
W 

10.01 

SYN Ch. 3(A), (C), (D) (Reading Cases); skim Ch. 3 Appendix 3A; and 
review Ch. 3(B) if needed. 

Do the SYN Ch. 3 exercise (questions 1, 2, and 5, on pp. 363-69) and 
bring your notes to class. 

 

4 
F 

10.03 

SYN Appendix V (Drafting Complaints and Answers). 
WEB Colbert case file documents 1-3 (plaintiff’s complaint, defendants’ 

answers); documents 4, 6, and 8 (declarations of Lindsay Lynam, Kyle 
Swanson, and Jay Colbert); and documents 11-14 (depositions of Jay 
Colbert, Arthur Spahr, Kelly Colbert, and S. Erving Severtson). 

WEB Handout—Reading questions for Colbert pleadings and discovery. 
You may find it helpful to jot down short answers to the reading 
questions. 

 

Week 3: Synthesizing (“fusing”) common-law rules; Legal reasoning 

5 
W 

10.08 

WEB Assignment 1. 
SYN Ch. 3(E) (Fusing Cases); skim Ch. 3 Appendices 3B and 3C. 
WEB Handout—Washington NIED cases and reading questions. You 

may find it helpful to brief the cases or jot down short answers to the 
reading questions. 

 

6 F 
10.10 

Prepare and bring to class the following: 
• two case arrays: a hierarchy and a chronological timeline of the 

Washington cases you read for class #5 (refer to SYN Ch. 3(E)(2)); 
• a features chart for those cases (refer to SYN Ch. 3(E)(4)); and 
• a draft statement of a rule fused from those cases. 

SYN Ch. 6(A), (B), (C) (Legal Reasoning) 
Do the SYN Ch. 6 exercise (question 1, on pp. 359, 385) to practice 

creating a syllogism or column chart, as described on p. 88, and bring 
your notes to class. 

 

Week 4: IRAC; Writing an interoffice memorandum 

7 M 
10.13 

CLASS RESCHEDULED: Room 133, 3:00-4:20 p.m. 
SYN Ch. 7 and Ch. 7 Appendices (Writing Legal Analysis). 
Do the SYN Ch. 7 exercise (question 1, on p. 387) and bring your notes to 

MONDAY, 10.13.14: 
Assignment 1—
Statement of the 
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class.  
Skim RED § 17 (Legal Research Memos) 
WEB Assignment 2. 

Washington rule for 
bystander NIED (turn 
in on Canvas by 9 
a.m.) 

8 
W 

10.15 

SYN Ch. 8(A)-(F), (H)-(I); skim Appendix 8A (The Analytical Office 
Memo). 
Recommended but optional: SYN Appendix I (The Writing Process); 
RED § 17. 

 

 F 
10.17 

NO CLASS TODAY; I will be in Washington, D.C., with our hiring 
committee. I will not be available by email on Thursday evening, 
Friday, or Saturday. 

 

Week 5: Using secondary sources and digests for legal research 

9 W 
10.22 

SYN Ch. 5 (Reading Commentary) (focus on ALRs) 
WLR Ch. 1(III) (Overview of the Research Process), Ch. 2 (Legal 

Research Tools and Techniques), Ch. 3(II) (ALR), Ch. 5 (Judicial 
Opinions and Reporters). 

 

10 
F 

10.24 

Ch. 6 (Digests and Other Case Finding Tools) 
Recommended but optional: SYN Appendix II (paragraph design, 

sentence structure, and word usage). Refer to the Redbook as needed. 

 

Week 6: Providing feedback to others; Colbert appellate proceedings 

11 
W 

10.29 

Bring a paper copy of Assignment 2 to class, with your student ID 
number on it instead of your name (we’ll do a peer review activity). 

WEB Handout—feedback rubric. 
RED Inside back cover: common proofreading marks. 
WEB Assignment 3. 

MONDAY, 10.27.14: 
Assignment 2—
Memorandum 
analyzing Mr. 
Colbert’s bystander 
NIED claim (turn in 
on Canvas by 9 a.m.) 

12 M 
10.31 

Skim WEB Colbert summary judgment pleadings and appellate briefs. 
WEB Handout—reading questions for Colbert summary judgment 

pleadings and appellate briefs. 
In class: watch Colbert oral arguments at the Washington Supreme Court. 

 

Week 7: Creating and implementing a research plan 

13 W 
11.05 

WEB Assignment 4; WEB Assignment 5. 
WLR Ch. 7 (Citators), Ch. 10 (Research Strategies); review Ch. 5 (Judicial 
Opinions) and 6 (Digests) if needed. 

MONDAY, 11.03.14: 
Assignment 3—
Revised 
memorandum 
analyzing Mr. 
Colbert’s bystander 
NIED claim (turn in 
on Canvas by 9 a.m.) 

14 
F 

11.07 
WLR Ch. 3(I) (Legal Encyclopedias).  

Week 8: Oral argument simulation exercise 

15 
W 

11.12 
No readings. Divide into teams in class: appellant, respondent, justices. 
Work with your team to prepare arguments or questions. 

 

16 
F 

11.14 

Everyone should skim SYN Ch. 14(A), (B), (C)(2), (D) (Oral Advocacy). 
Those of you serving as judges should pay particular attention to Ch. 
14(E) as you prepare your questions. Advocate teams may want to 
focus on Ch. 14(F). 

 

Week 9: Legal citation and conventions of legal writing 

17 W 
11.19 

BB’s “Bluepages” section, paying particular attention to rules B1-B4, B8-
B9, B11-B12; Table T1.3 (entry for Washington). 

MONDAY, 11.17.14: 
Assignment 4—
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Washington Style Sheet. 
WLR Appendix A (Citation). 
SYN Appendix III (Citation). 

Research summary 
(turn in on Canvas by 
9 a.m.) 

18 F 
11.21 

SYN Appendix II (Paragraph Design, Sentence Structure, and Word 
Usage). 

 

Week 10: Final editing and revision 

19 
W 

11.26 
Bring a paper copy of Assignment 5 to class; we will do a peer review. 
 

 

 F 
11.28 

No classes—Thanksgiving holiday.  

Week 11: Introduction to lawyer’s role and American legal system 

20 
W 

12.03 

WEB Handout—writing for job applications. MONDAY, 12.01.14: 
Assignment 5—Final 
graded memorandum 
(turn in a backup 
electronic copy on 
Canvas by 9 a.m.; 
turn in a paper copy 
to the Office of 
Academic Services by 
4:30 p.m. 
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