
LAW B564 Women, Poverty and Natural Resource Management 

University of Washington School of Law 

Monday 3:00 – 6:00 Fall Quarter 2014 

3 credits 

Office hours held prior to class in faculty lounge, 4th Floor of the law building.  

 

Instructor: 
 
Jamie D. Bechtel, J.D., Ph.D    
CEO New Course  
jbechtel@anewcourse.org 
202-834-9697 
 

For lecturer bio:  http://www.anewcourse.org/About/Leadership_Staff/Staff/Dr__Jamie_D__Bechtel.aspx 

 

Course Description:  

While researchers disagree on how to calculate poverty, there is consensus on three critical points: 1.The 
majority of the world’s poor are women; 2. Over half of the world’s poor live in rural areas and depend heavily 
on natural resources for survival; 3. Resource degradation is an acute problem in rural areas, with some 60% of 
the world’s poorest people living in ecologically vulnerable areas.   

This is an advanced seminar on the links between women, natural resource management (NRM) and poverty; 
specifically focusing on literature from the fields of conservation, NRM, law and policy.  It uses an array of 
publication types from both academic and applied sources to assess the role of women as the primary users and 
potential stewards of many natural resources that provide the means for basic survival and economic growth. In 
Africa, for example, women are charged with 80% of the food security and 90% of the water security in rural 
communities. Women collect fuelwood for energy, plants and herbs for medicine, and utilize natural resources 
to support the economic stability of families and communities. Because the majority of the rural poor are 
women and because their social roles and responsibilities require them to rely heavily on the goods and services 
that are provided by the natural world, women are disproportionately impacted by the loss of natural resources.  
The loss of natural resources not only undermines food, health, energy and water security it also increases the 
vulnerability and decreases the resiliency of rural women and their families to external forces such as rapid 
demographic shifts, rapid economic growth, climate change, and war and conflict 

 

 

mailto:jbechtel@anewcourse.org
http://www.anewcourse.org/About/Leadership_Staff/Staff/Dr__Jamie_D__Bechtel.aspx


Course Requirements: 

Class participation (25%) 

One Short written paper (800 words) (20%) 

One longer written paper (35%)  

Pitch (20%) 

 
Course structure notes:  
 
Class participation - Attendance in class, and participation in debate is expected. Reading length varies from 
week to week.  Some readings are considered mandatory, some readings are considered optional/informative.   
 
Short written work – this work is specifically intended to be of the sort publishable in modern media such as a 
blog, twitter series, or other current venue.  The challenge is to understand how data, research and legal 
findings are distilled and what the public’s reaction is to that information.  What are the pros and cons of 
stepping outside of traditional academic publications to move policy?  
 
Written paper – a longer paper that will vary in type based on individual goals/preferences. The primary 
challenge is to develop a draft for one of several audiences.  This project will be discussed at length in class and I 
will work with you on a one on one basis to develop the context for this paper.  Previously, written work has 
taken the format of briefings, advocacy letters, magazine contributions etc… 
 
Pitch – students will draft and deliver an elevator pitch.  Details to follow.  
 

September 23 – no class- to be made up during course of semester.  
 
September 30 – What is poverty? Exploring why health as the most important indicator 
for poverty. There is one assigned paper.  Mostly, I would like you to think, explore, and 
begin to provide answers for the following questions: 
 

o Poverty is defined as: 
o Income should be used as the primary metric for poverty, why or why not? 
o If you were advising a donor (of any sort – your law firms foundation, your 

Head of CSR, your major donor) that wanted to make a 3 million dollar 
investment in alleviating poverty – where would you advise them to spend 
that money, what would you advise them to do, and why.  

 
Read  

• Fishing in Dangerous Waters: Ecology, Gender and Economy in HIV Risk 
 



Select Reading from below to inform your position on. You may read or not read as many 
as you choose.  
 

• MARGOT E. SALOMON (2011). Why should it matter that others have more? Poverty, 
inequality, and the potential of international human rights law. Review of International 
Studies, 37, pp 2137-2155 doi:10.1017/S0260210511000362 
 
Income inequality and population health: Correlation and causality* 
Salvatore J. Babones* Department of Sociology, University of Pittsburgh, Pittsburgh, PA 
15260, USA 
Available online 28 January 2008 
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