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I. GOALS:  
A. Introduce ourselves to the students in our class.
B. Get to know the students better and find out their legal interests.
C. Show students how much they already know about the law.
II. OBJECTIVES

A. Knowledge Objectives-As a result of this class, students will be better able to:

1. Understand their student teachers and the experience they bring to the class.

2. Understand how much they already know about the legal system.
3. Learn new facts about the legal system.

B. Skills Objectives:  As a result of this class, students will be better able to:
1. Work with their classmates to come up with solutions to questions.
2. Demonstrate their knowledge of the legal system.
C. Attitude Objectives

1. Students will feel more confident in how much they already know about the legal system.
III.  CLASSROOM METHODS

A. Introduction of the student teachers to the class. (5 minutes)
1. Undergraduate schooling.

2. Life before law school.

3. Plans after law school.

4. Hobbies, family, etc.

B. Give a brief introduction to how the class will work. (5 minutes)
1. We will be discussing various legal topics such as criminal law, family law, and contracts.

2. The class will culminate with mock trial.

3. Explain briefly what a mock trial is:  a simulated court case where the students play the roles of the lawyers and witnesses.

C. Have the students introduce themselves. (10 minutes)
1. Name

2. Year in school (freshman, sophomore, junior, senior)

3. What are you hobbies/or activities you participate in?

4. Is there any area of law that particularly interests you?

D. While students introduce themselves, also have them fill out index cards with the same information.

E. Activity:  TRIVIA GAME (30 minutes)
1. The trivia game includes questions regarding introductory legal elements (difference in federal and state court), legal terms, and some legal pop culture.  There are slides throughout that explain the answers to certain questions to give the students more background on introductory legal elements to give them a better understanding of the general legal system.  Slides need to be updated every year for the legal pop culture questions.
2. Structure of Activity

a. Split the room into teams of no more than four people by counting off to avoid cliques (ex: count off 1-6 for class of 24).

b. Put the group numbers on the board.

c. Complete a series of trivia questions on the legal system with the students from the attached power point.

d. Have one member of the group write the answer on a piece of paper.

e. One teacher will go around to check answers, the other will write down on the board who got it right and add a point to those teams.

f. Keep score of which teams get the correct answers.

g. If a team yells out an answer or gives an answer to another team they lose a point (it only takes this happening one time for them to follow the rules, the kids really want their candy bars).

h. Add in additional information on the trivia answers where warranted and answer questions the students might have.

i. The team with the highest score will get a prize (highly recommend king sized candy bars for the winners and smaller bit sized candy for the rest of the class).
IV.   EVALUATION

A. Student performance during the trivia game.

V.  ASSIGNMENT
A.  Introduce the weekly writing assignment. 
1. Students are tasked to find a legal issue from any media source (news, newspaper, TV shows, magazines, etc) and write at least two paragraphs.  Explain why they are interested in this particular legal issue and whether or not they think the legal issue was decided correctly.

2. Examples:  Recent US Supreme Court decision or could even be the latest decision in the Brittney Spears custody battle.  Anything that peeks their interests.

3. Will be a credit/no credit assignment.  Must complete AT LEAST two full paragraphs to get credit.

4. Must be completed every week.

5. First assignment due next Monday (February, 11, 2008) at the BEGINNING of class.
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