Stolen Car Mini-Trial

1. Bailiff opens court
Bailiff: All rise.  The court of the Honorable Judge _______ is now in session.

2. Swearing in of the Jury
Judge: Do you swear or affirm that you will consider all the evidence in this case, follow the instructions given to you, deliberate fairly and impartially and reach a fair verdict? 
Jury: Yes. 

3. Prosecution’s opening statement
Prosecutor: May it please the court, ladies and gentlemen of the jury, my name 
is ________.  I represent King County.  You will hear evidence today about how 
Mr. Harper stole that blue van.  I will then ask you to find him guilty of auto theft.  
Thank you.
4. Defense attorney’s opening statement
Defense: May it please the court, ladies and gentlemen of the jury, my name is _________ and I represent Mr. Harper.  The only story you’ll hear today is about a man who made a mistake.  After you hear his story, I will ask you to return a verdict of not guilty.  Thank you.
5. Prosecution’s direct examination (of Sally Smith, the owner of the stolen van)
Judge: (to Prosecutor) Your first witness…

Prosecutor:  The Prosecution calls Sally Smith.
Bailiff escorts Sally to witness chair
Judge: Do you swear or affirm that you will tell the whole truth and nothing but 

the truth?
Sally: Yes
Prosecutor: Are you the owner of a 1990 blue mini-van?
Sally: Yes
Prosecutor: And what happened to that 1990 blue mini-van on June 4th?

Sally: I parked it at the Safeway to do some shopping and when I came out of the 
store and it was gone. Then a few minutes later he drove it into the parking lot.

Prosecutor: No further questions your Honor.

Judge: (to Defense) your witness…

6. Defense cross-examination (of the Sally Smith, the owner of the stolen van)
Defense: Thank you, your Honor.  Isn’t it true that you left the keys in your 1990 

blue mini-van on June 4th when you went into the Safeway.

Sally: Yes.

Defense: Ms. Smith, isn’t it true that only minutes after you realized that your 

vehicle was not there that Mr. Harper brought it back to you and explained the 

unfortunate mistake he had made.
Sally: Yes.
Defense: No further questions your Honor.
Judge: You may step down.

Bailiff escorts Sally from witness chair
- The Prosecution Rests

Judge: (to Prosecutor) Do you have any other witnesses?

Prosecutor: No your Honor, the Prosecution rests its case.

7. Defense direct examination of defendant Joe Harper
Judge: (to Defense) Your witness…

Defense:  The Defense calls the defendant Joe Harper.
Bailiff escorts Joe to witness chair
Judge: Do you swear or affirm that you will tell the whole truth and nothing but 
the truth?
Joe: Yes.
Defense: What happened on June 4th?
Joe: When I left the Safeway I walked over to a 1990 blue mini-van that had the 

keys in it, just like I had left mine an hour before.  But as I drove away in the van, I realized I had made a terrible mistake and driven someone else’s 1990 blue mini-van with the keys in it. So I turned around and brought it back to the Safeway where I gave it back to Ms. Smith.
Defense: No further questions your Honor.


Judge: (to Prosecution) your witness…

8. Prosecution’s cross of defendant
Prosecution: Thank you, your Honor.  Mr. Smith, did you own the van you drove 
away on June 4th?
Joe: No
Prosecution: No further questions your Honor.
Judge: You may step down.

Bailiff escorts Joe from witness chair
- The Defense Rests

Judge: (to Defense) Do you have any other witnesses?

Defense: No your Honor, the Defense rests its case.
9. Judge gives jury instructions

Judge: If you find beyond a reasonable doubt that Mr. Harper was caught driving a car that wasn’t his, then you must find him guilty of auto theft.

10. Closing Arguments
Judge: (to Prosecutor) You may proceed with your closing argument.
Prosecutor: Thank you, your Honor.  At the beginning of the trial, I told 
you that you would hear a story of auto theft today.  Mr. Harper admits that the van he took on June 4th wasn’t his own.  This is theft, and you should hold him accountable for taking what’s not his.  Thank you.
Judge: (to Defense) You may proceed with your closing argument.
Defense: Mr. Harper realized after two and a half minutes that the blue van he was driving- identical to his- wasn’t his own.  And he brought it immediately back to the Safeway.  He made a mistake, Joe Harper is no thief.  

Judge: (to Prosecutor) Do you have a rebuttal?
Prosecution: Taking someone else’s property isn’t okay in our state.  You 
need to hold Mr. Harper accountable for breaking the law.

11. Jury Deliberates and Returns Verdict

Jury huddles….


Jury foreperson reads verdict

Foreperson: We find the defendant guilty of theft.
